
Purpose of Labor Movement. 

Arthur Yonng, an English agriculturist, 
traveled through France just before the 
outbreak of the Revolution, and he has 
given OS au account of his observations. 
The sum of them all is this : He found 
th«t the land was entirely owned by the 
uobiUt3' and the clergy, that the peasants 
had access to only a small part of it, but 
rxmli not own any of it ; that it was one 
vast waste, devoted to the sport of hunting 
by the idle class. Meanwhile the people 
were reduced to a poverty that beggars de- 
scription. It can hardly be imagined ; it 
could not be told in words. The result .was 
the K«volution. And yet Mr. Young saw, 
es any one can see, that the Revolutiou 
might have been averted. It was not 
necessary that France should have then 
inaugurated the Republic. Indeed, it i.s 
f sir to say that the French people were not 
prepared- for the Republic, and they do not 
seem to be yet. All that was necessary 
then was to give the peasants of France . 
their natural, God-given rights, their right 
to free access to the land. That was all. 
The rest of the problem would have solved 
itself. 

That wss an agricultural age. The land 
was the sole source of living. Our age is 
an age of machinery. It is machinery to- 
day that holds the key to a living for the 
multitude. And because it holds the key 
to B bare subsistence, it also holds the key 
to practicallj- ever_vthi:!g else that work- 
ingmen want or can have. All that is 
necessary to-day, in order that humanity 
may b?gin its march toward a higher 
cltsiiKV, is th«f tli* machinery of industry 
shall be freely accessible to all the people. 
That this is the fundamental need. What 
the working people are asking for or seek- 



ing is the chance to produce freely and to 
receive the just equivalent of their labor. 
If they are allowed to produce freely, the 

other question solves itself. And yet there 
are still people in the world who imagine 
that industry is governed by the law of 
supply and demand. We ought to know 
that there has not been a time in the past 
hundred years when the supply was within 
hailing distance of the demand. And we 
ought to know that never in all coming 
time under a just system of things can the 
supply exceed the demand. There is hard- 
ship and suffering and crime and prostitu- 
tion, and all sorts of' evil, because the 
greed for gold is permitted to preside over 
the market and limit the supply in the 
interests of private profit. ' 

Workingmen should uriderstand that 
their qusrr.-l ir, r,ot with men, but with a 
system. They should understand' still 
further, that there is no extrication for 
them from their difficulties individually. 
The formation of labor unions is a confes- 
sion of that fact. And if it is a confession 
of the fact, that there is no hope of win- 
ning their victory man by man ; it is also 
a confession that there is no hope of doing 
so union by union. The only logic of the 
trades-union movement is the union of all 
workingmen The forniaticnof one nutoii 
cannot be .defended as sound in principle 
or wise in fact, unless it be admitted that 
the union of all the laborers of the country 
and the world is ne<;c«s.iry. 

And what does this labor union propose 
as its aim and purpose ? It is fair to as- 
sume that it has a puroose for which il is 
strivi.ng. Isil the gaining of a little higher 
wages? Is it to Veep wages from falling ? 
Or is it the abolition of the wage system 
altogether? V.'e ought to understand that 
the trouble is not in the men who are em- 



ployers. Wages do not depend upon the 
.will of the employer. They depend upon 
the market. And the market ..is a part of 
the system. One employer of labor cannot 
extricase himself from the rest and pay 
what wages he likes. He must pay what 
the others pay. There is no hope for the 
labor movement so long as it attacks the 
employers. It must attack the system, 
and it can do that only by united action ail 
along the line. If the economic interests 
of laborers are identical, as you confess b^ 
your unions, it ought not to be difficult to 
see that your political interests are equally 
identical. All economic questions are poli- 
tical questions. Government is industrial 
from base to dome. It is the'jriterests of 
comsiei'ce and industry that determine 
government. All effective political action, 
therefore, must be along economic lines. 
If the interests of all workingmen are the 
same, must it not follow that all their 
political interests are the same? And if 
that is the case, , are they not undoing all 
the good they seek to accomplish by their 
utiions when they insist upon acting sepa- 
rately in the political field? The one 
vestige of democracy in this country isth'j 
suffrage. It is the one point at which all 
citizens are equal. One man, one vote. 
And yet the working people continue the 
absurd pastime of fighting capital with 
capital, fighting unlimited capital rvith 
their ludicrously small resources. That 
fight is a failure at the start. It is the part 
of wisdom for au army to choose its cwu 
ground. If the army of toilers were wi.se, 
it would clioofce its own ground, and that 
would be the place where it is overwhelm- 
ingly powerful. Today our jioli'tical con- 
tests are fought upon fictitious issues. Tht: 
political power of labor is utterly waited. 
They come out of every such strnggle 
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ivorsted. Not a qnadrennial election brings 
any real gain to the workers. True we 
have prosperity. And who reaps the bene- 
fit of it? The capitalists, always. And 
who creates jH-osperity ? Those who labor 
with band or brain. There is scarcely a 
difference of opinion to-day as to the f^ct 
that labor-does not receive its jnst share in 
the products of civilization. Capitalists 
admit it. But they are powerless to change 
the system which works such injustice. 
That can be done only by labor, and by 
labor oirganized for united political action. 
What is a political party ? Is it a fetich to 
be worshipped ? Is it^ sacred thing to be 
placed on a pedestal arid deified ? No. It 
is simply a tool to e^ect certain euds. Its 
value is determined wholly by its efficiency 
in obtaining those ends. In this country 
a party is «f use only in so far as it makes 
effective the will- of the people to change 
the laws in the directim of justice. A 
party is useful to the working people only 
in so far as it ambodies their interests. It 
can embody their interests only as it pro- 
poses "to inaugurate such changes in gov- 
ernment as will abolish the profit system 
by which the laborer is deprived of the 
ralue which he produces. There never 
was and there never will be more than one 
party which has the interests of the laborer 
at heart. And no party which commands 
the support of capitalists can possibly de- 
serve the support of laborers. No labor 
union which was devoted to the interests 
of capitalism would be regarded as repre- 
sentative of the interests of labor. Under 
our present system the interests of labor 
and cajntalism are opposed. That you 
declare when yon form a labor nnion. I 
wonder why it is that working men do not 
carry that reasoning a little farther and see 
that the political interests of these two 
classes cannot be identical. And if they 
cannot be identical, the laborers and capi- 
talists cannot wisely support the same po- 
litical party. And if they do, one or the 
other of these two classes is getting fooled ? 
Which one is it ? 

W11.LIAM T. Brown, 

Rochester, N. Y. 

Model Telephone Plant. 

Mr. H. W. Sherman, Secretary of the In- 
ternational Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers : 

Dear Sir- 
In reply to your request as to whether 
the Rochester Telephone Company had 
any information to give the Electrical 
Workers, I will state that it gives me great 
pleasure to have the privilege of outlining 
onr system and the progress of the work in 
the City of Rochester, for the Rochester 
Telephone Company. 

I wish to Et^te that the Rochester Tele- 
phone Company is much alive andTloing a 
good business and in the near fnture we 
expect to be able to offer the people tele- 



phonic connections iii over the State, in 
addicicn to a splendid and ecouou:ical city 
service. 

Th? individual telephone business is to- 
day by fat the most active branch of elec- 
trical indastT)- in the Vcitcd States. Capi- 
tal no longer hesitates to go into the 
business; a. large nnmber . of new ex- 
changes are being established, while ex- 
isting ones are being extended ar.d in all 
quarters the ii>dependcnt movement is 
gaining strength. - The number of first- 
class paying individual exchatiges through- 
oiit the country is proof of the unqualified 
sticcess of the movement. The exchanges 
now in operation rival in quality of con- 
struction, perfection of mechanical and 
electrical details and effideiicy of service 
any of the other plants, and by the open- 
ing of spring trade Rochester will have the 
finest individual telephone plant in the 
country. 

We feel that the entire independent tele- 
phone interests will point with pride to the 
exchange of the Rochester Telephone Com- 
pany as being the most complete independ- 
ent plant in the United States, aiid a glori- 
ous adverliseraent" that the independent 
movement is an .established fact. 

The cocstmction of /mr pole lines, un- 
derground cables and switch-bmrd for the 
central office equipment is subatantially as 
follows : 

All the c&hle poles are of cedar, ranging 
from 50 to So feet in height ; each cable 
terminal to- have a caj»city 01 50 tele- 
phones. 

These cable poles -are located and dis- 
tributed in such central locations as to 
most readily reach a surrounding group of 
snbscribers. • 

Through the .business or central portion 
of the city, we are using what are termed, 
"pole" top circle rims,'.' made of oak and 
fitted with iron'pins, inaking a strong and 
substantial fotm' of construction. From 
these cable poles, we distribute our wires 
direct to such subscribers as are located 
within its accessible radius. Tliese poles 
in the central part of the city are usually 
located in foe rear of the main streets. 

We are using No. 14 S. & S. copper wire, 
insulated with rubber and weather-proof 
and twisted in pairs, making the best pos- 
sible form of insulation and doing away 
with all cros.sing of v.'ires, etc. 

Eech cable pole is' utte-l out with light- 
ning aricsters and fuses, giving ample pro- 
tection to cur iniJtruniants ami wires from 
all electric light c«rret;ts, trolley c^irrents, 
lightning discharges, etc. 

From these cable polesj we mii directly 
to our subivay, using the cr.ble aiauafac- 
tured by the Standard Underground Cable 
Ccmpanj' of New York ami rittsLuig. 
This catjle is covtreil vith a ;ead siie.ith ;s 
of an inch in thicV.iipss, and the conduc- 
tiirs of wiiici: are 'So. 20 B. S: S. copper 
wi^-es, insr.lr.ted from each other with dry 



paper and twisted in pairs, whicjj . is guar, 
anteed to give the best pcssible resuUs for 
telephone pnrposeSt^ doing ^ a^jajy;. with all 
induction and cross-talk, from lone: .sub- 
scriber's line to another, = ■ 

With the new perfected sumver ol hian- 
ufacture, this cable- undoabte^ly. -Tauks 
highest in points ofNinsulation and capa- 
city, which is necessary for the -best re- 
sults, to give good telephone service;. 

These cables will terminate in iron-cable 
heads (manufactured by the Mooii Mfg. 
Co., of Chicago), loc&ted in tbe.termittal 
room in the basement'of out new building 
on Stone Street. , ; - | . 

This system of using, insulated twisted- 
pair copper wire in the business .:portion of 
our city for distribution to-nut subsK-iber's 
telephones,, will ■ certainly igivB -tbe -best 
possible service, as there will be no inter- 
ference or crossing of wires, and av{»iding 
the present unsatisfactcHy form of service, 
which is given at j>resent by the Sell Tele- 
• phone Company of Buffalo. 

We are rapidly progressing with our out- 
side pole construction and will.undoubt-edly 
have everything ready for operation ..of 
2,000 telephones by the fir^t of May^ i^oo. 

The cable being manufactured for our 
company by the Standard Underground 
Cable Company, under 'their contract with 
us, is now arriving in. Rochester and the 
process of its installation has. commenced 
and will continue in an expeditious man- 
ner. 

Our cable distribution throughout the 
residence portion of the city will be such 
that it will not have any very long 'pole 
lines to construct, as the und^ground 
cables are planned iu such a mauocr as to 
reach all our subscribers with as- little 
over-head wiring as is possible. 

We have wired the following buildings, 
which are completely wired to all floors, 
from a cable terminal located in each btiild- 
ing at some point most convenient ..-and 
available for the purposes of distribution : 
Granite Bldg. Triangle Bldg. 

Chamber of t^ommerce, Cotkr Bldg. 
Wilder Bldg. Liberty Bldg. 

Powers' Block, Elwood BWg. 

German Ins. Bldg. Exchange Place 
City Hall Bldg. [Bldg. 
Ellwanger & Barry Monroe Co. -Court 
{Bldg. [House. 

Our cable system and pole line constmc- 
tion will have a capacity for 3,600 Long 
Distance telephones, with individual me- 
tallic circuit lines. This j'ou wiil see, will 
cover an entire radius of distribution of 
underground cables, than that of the pres- 
ent Bell Telephone Company's system. 

Each subscriber will have his own indi- 
vidual complete metallic line, avoiding all 
delays in getting a counectiou with the 
subscriber called for, as there tvill be but 
one subscriber on each line and no waits or 
delays on account of your neighbor using 
the same line. 
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The office building for which the plans 
have been "ndopted, and which is urder 
constrnctioii, -will uadcubtedly prove to be 
a model of convesience for use in the op- 
eration of our sjstetn; 

In the basement are located a room for 
shop purposes, a large storage room, the 
boiler room and a cable terminal room. 

On the ground floor, Stone Street front, 
are located the general offices for adminis- 
tration, with a directors' room and a toilet 
room adjacent. 

Next to the g^seral oflSces, is located the 
superintendent's and engineering depart- 
ment, and next to this department, the 
constniction department, consisting of a 
Icrge stock -room (accessible by the drive- 
way from both Stone Street and Minerva 
Vlacc), the inspector's room and the trouble 
department. 

From the trouble department, access is 
bad direct to the rear part of main build- 
ing, where is located the battery room, 
coutaiuiug the distributing board, light- 
uing airesVer board, motor and ringing 
generator's power, switchboard and stor- 
age battery and facilities for making &11 
tests necessary on sabscribers* instruments 
or lines. 

In the rear of the main building and 
fronting on Minetva Place, is the bam, 
which is well arranged, snd contains wagon 
room, carriage wash, stalls, harness cases, 
wagon shed, etc., for the complete housing 
of the company 's implements, horses and 
wagons. 

The second Qoor is entirely used for the 
switchboard and operating force. This 
room is 29 feet wide and 93 feet long, and 
is devoted wholly to the switchboard oper- 
ation of our system. It is lighted by win- 
dows upon all four aides and also by a 
sky-light above the whole length of the 
switchboard. This will not only give the 
best results, tliat is, lighting by natural 
light, but will also result in the most econ- 
omy possible in the expense of artificial 
lighting. 

Adjacent to and connecting with this 
switchboard or operating room, is the cloak 
and toilet loom for the operators, and the 
operators' dining room, furnished with all 
such comforts as will add to the conveni- 
ence of the employees. Probably few 
companies have been as solicitous for the 
comfort and welfare of their operators and 
employees iu general, as will be our com- 
j)any. To make eveu the warm summer 
uuys cotufottable, <pli:ctiic fans will be sus- 
pended from the ceiling of the operating 
room, creating a cool breeze and prevent- 
ing any staguation of the air. In the ojv- 
eratorb' dressing and toilet rooms, wili be 
found improved sanivary lockers for cloth- 
ing, and a large cheerful dining room, 
where the operators may enjoy their 
lunches. 

The switchboard is now being manufac- 
tured for the comjany by the Stromberg- 



Carlson Telephonf. Mfg. Co., of Chicago. 
It will be constructed in sections contain- 
ing 300 drops or signals, and a multiple 
jack for «aor. subscriber in tbs„,excr.:juge,, 
so arrangc-d til;it any' operatOf can make*" 
direct connection with any subscriber in 
the central, ofiice. Bacb section will be 
sub-divided and arranged so that it shall 
be operaled by three operators. The frame- 
work of the switchboard will be of iron, 
covered with dark, quartered sawed oak, 
highly polished and finished. This switch- 
board will require a space 86 feet in length 
and the operation of the system will be 
viz : The subscribers' calling device is a 
pimple form of removing the telephone 
from the hook, thus closing the central 
office battery, which permits current to 
flow through subscriber's drop or indica- 
tor, and at the same time lights up a small 
supervisory lamp placed directly in front 
of the operator. "The operator, by taking 
up one of the connecting cords, and insert- 
ing it in the corresponding jack of the 
number of the subscriber who is calling, 
automatically restores the drop and puts 
out the supervisory lamp. After ascertain- 
ing tlie subscriber's number, the calling 
subscriber wishes to be connected with, 
the operator takes the mate or correrpond- 
ing plug, touches the Ui:e of the number 
called for '; should the line be in use, or 
busy, the operator will receive an audible 
click or response, in her ear. If the line 
is not busy or in use, she immediately in- 
serts the plug, and at the same time, press- 
ing a button, rings up the subscriber. As 
long as both subscribers continue talking, 
no disconnection signal appears to the op- 
erator, but the simple form of hanging the 
receiver up on the hook, gives the operator 
a signal for disconnection, the form being 
the illuminating of a small incandescent 
lamp. Each operator has in reach an ac- 
cess to every subscriber's line, without any 
form of ♦rnnlf nr oscistErce from any other 
operator. 

There is no battery at the subscriber's 
station in the Central Energy System. All 
cui rents to subscribers' instruments being 
supplied from the central oPice. The con- 
struction of the system consists of two 
wires from subscriber's station to centre! 
office, no earth of ground connection being 
used ; all lines being what are commonly 
called metallic circuits. This system is so 
arranged that the servics can be controlled 
by a supervisory operator, i. e., whenever 
a subscriber calls, or two subscribers have 
finished conversation, or any line is in 
trouble, it wil! be immediately so indicated 
to the supervising operator. The mechan- 
ical working of this system will undoubt- 
edly give rapid service and cheap mainte- 
nance, especially so, on account of no 
earth or ground connections, or battery, 
located at subscriber's instruments. The 
operation of this system will be entirely 
different from that of the present Bell sys- 



tem used in the city of Rochester, as there 
is no form of trunk connections used, i. e., 
the operators in the Bell system do not 
have access or control of each subscriber's 
line in the central office. It is so arranged, 
that whenever a subscriber who is con- 
nected on the multiple board, calls for a 
number which is located in any one of the 
series "f numbers running in the two, three 
or four thousands, that connection is made 
over whe'L is termed a trunk Une, running 
from one to another of these different 
boards, so that in many cases, although 
the subscriber calling for a number is told 
the line is busy, it often happens that the 
subscriber's line Is not busy, bnt that b11 
the trunk lines are busy which connect 
these different boards, and each connec- 
tion on a system of this kind, passes under 
trie control of two or three operators, thus 
making the service slow and unsatisfactory . 
This complication will be entirely obviated 
in our system, as each operator has full 
control of auy line in the central office and 
can instantly ascertain whether a subscribe 
er's lice called for is or is not in use. This 
system will be entirely simple and easy to 
optrate. 

The manufacture of the switchb(.>ard and 
central oihce apjjaratus will be entirely up 
to date, and the best thnt can be produced. 

The outside construction of this com- 
pany is under the direct charge of Brother 
C. C. Johnston, the cable insulation is un- 
der the charge of Brother J. P. Haley, and 
the inside wiring is under the charge of 
Brother E. A. Buell, all members of Local 
forty-lour. 

Trusting that this information will be of 
interest to the readers of the Electtical 
Worker, I am 

Very truly yours, 

C. E. STIKSO^I. 

A ■Wood-walker's Tribulations. 

A wood walker from Stump station, hit the 
hummer for a vacation. 

He being without a card got fired off the 
Indian Reservation', 

His appearance did not make a hit with 
the population. 

And the hand out that he asked for did'nt 
meet with bis expectation. 

So he took a drill to the next nation, 

There he met the army of Salvation, 

They at once saw bis situation. 

And told him they thought they 'would feed 
him after ten days consideration. 

He didn't consider this much consolation, 

He only wished he had signed that ap- 
plication, went down th« night of initia- 
tion and takeii the obligation, so be 
could be out with the boys on ^ jollifica- 
tion. 

But as he was in 9. bad location for recrea- 
tion, and under toe McKiiileyadminis- 
tration, 

He decided to rueet with S'arvaiioii, 

Please excuse the illustration. 

I am your brother regardless of my rela- 
tion, and awkwardness of demonstra- 
tion. 

I am, sincerely yours. 

GRUNT. 
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A CASE was tried in Rochester on Thurs- 
day, Feb. 15, which was of great interest to 
the electrical workers. In August, i8q8, 
Bro. Patrick McGaire, a good, loyal mem- 
ber of Local 44, was working on a pole 
which broke off and fell with him on it to 
the ground. By this he was injured for 
life. He secured counsel and entered suft. 
The case came up several months ago be- 
fore one of our efficient judges, who, a'ter 
listening to the evidence, nonsuited, claim- 
ing Bro. McGuire should have tested the 
pole before climbing it. The case came 
up before another judge, and oh, what a 
different view he took of it. He claimed 
that the master was the one to provide a 
reasonable safe place for the man, and that 
Bro. McGuire was not supposed to dig un- 
der the ground to ascertain, whetb<^'- the 
pole was safe or not. The jury remp.ined 



out for three hours and tlien brought in a 
verdict for $5,000. To say all electrical 
workers are pleased wouiii ih; pulling it 
mildly. 

TIK^ JS PXIBCIOOS. 

At tio ti::ic in the mont'a is tliis truism 
brought houie to the G. S. r=iore than 
about the Toth, when ihe letters from the 
Press Secretaries shower upon him. Some 
of these letltrs are in very good shape to 
be pat in tbs hands of the printer, but 
many of them are not, and .in or^er that 
nothing ctuiss may appear in the paper it 
is necessary to read all. correspondence 
before setting up; it is also necessary to 
read proof on all matter after it has been 
set and tiiaV.e correctioas of errors, which 
ate of courre unavoidable. >"cxt, with our 
numerous sources to hear from, must be 
taken into account the nnniber of pages 
necessary to print to accommodate all our 
correspondents, no ea?y matter when we 
have reports from fifty to sizty locals, 
which have come into the office in any- 
thing but nuriericai order. 

Then our paper is aiadc up into pages, 
printed bound and mailed. The weight of 
the edition now primed (6,000 copies) 
being one-half tou and iust three times as 
many as were printed when the G. S. first 
located in Rochester. 

Some of our latest corrcf.potidents men- 
tion changes for th'^ directory pud. while 
we would bke to make thcni all, in the 
general rush at the close they are not . at- 
tended to. To obviate, this the G. S. is 
preparing a blatik for keeping the Direc- 
tory accurate, and in the fi.;lure if any 
change is wanted in the same to receive 
prompt attention it must be made upon 
this blank. 

Bear in mind the loth is our closing date 
and endeavor to have your letter in as soon 
as possible, but ncl later than that date. 
Write only on one fride of the paper ; the 
difference in expense is slight to you in 
comparision with the convenience to the 
G. S. and priuter. 



As a' rule those ni-jisters of the gospel 
who take juterost eaoi-.g'' i;i irsides unions 
to learn their aims and objecls, speak of 
them asi<naid tothechurch in good works, 
while tho?e v/ho preach on Sundav and 
forget to practice on Monday, think the 
unions unlawful. The tradris' unions are 
net perfect ; neither are the ministers. 
Pat each have work to do. 

.We are fortunate in having a minister in 
this city who dares advocate the rights of 
the laborer. Rev. Wax. T. Wrown, who has* 
kindly consented to write for us. A very 
interesting letter from his pen appears in 
this issue. 

IT affords us much pUuiba/e to inform 
the readers of the Eiectrioai ^Vcrker that 
Bro. Prank Devlin has been appointed 
Superintendent of the Bureau s.<f Labor of 
the Pan-American Ej:po.«itio«. Frank has 



always been a. true blue union man, and it 
goes without saying that organized labor 
will be the paramount issue with him. 
Here is wishing him success. 

We AKE pleased to report that the trouble 
with the New York and New Jersey Tele- 
phone Co. has been settled,' the Bi other- 
hood soon convincing the company that it 
could meet its bluff and raise it a few. It 
was a decided victory for the men. 

The contractors of the - District of 
Columbia and New York State are trying 
to get bills through the Legislatures that 
will work great barm to our craft. Let 
all secretaries communicate with the con- 
gressmen- and senators from their districts 
requesting them to vote against these 
bills.. Que of the bills was printed in. our 
February issue. The one offered by As- 
semblyman Henry of New York is just 
the same. Do all you can to kill them. 

Rochester, N. Y., Feb. 9th, iqoo. 
To the Executive Board, Greeting : 

In September, 1898, Grand Rapids, Mich, 
submitted the death claim of Frank Ross, 
of their local, who died Sept. 22nd. Local 
75 was at that time over two months in ar- 
rears, and had been notified several times. 
In submitting the claim they simply sent a 
letter stating the brother was dead. I 
wrote them to comply with Art. 13 of the 
Constitution. In answer to this communi- 
cation they wrote me the cards had been 
sent to the parents of the deceased brother. 
This was the last heard of it until Oct. 25th 
I received a letter from a lawyer in King- 
ston, .Canada, saying if I did not pay the 
claim he would enter suit against the 
Brotherhood. I wrote him a letter stating 
that we had no desire to fight any legiti- 
mate claim, and if he would send the cards 
then in his possession, 1 would put the facts 
before the E. B. This he refused to do. 
He again communicated and demanded 
the money. I refused to do business with- 
out the cards. 

I heard no more of it until Dec. 2nd, 
when Bro. Brown, R. S. of Local 17, wrote 
me that he thought an injustice had been 
done. He enclosed the cards to prove that 
Bro. Ross was in good standing. The due 
card showed him paid up to Oct. ist, 1898. 
I wrote Bro. Brown that G. P. Wheeler 
would be at the A. F. of L. Convention, and 
forhitn to lay the facts before him, G. P. 
Wheeler, after hearing the case, and know- 
ing his poor old mother to be in destitute 
circumstances, has suggested to me the ad- 
visability of putting this before you for 
consideration and vote. The case looks as 
though the fault was with the F. S. of Lo- 
cal 75 at the time of Bro. Ross's death. 

Hoping for a speedy answer and vote 
whether to allow this claith or not, 1 re- 
main. 

Fraternally vours, 
GRAND SECRETARY. 
The above was submitted to the E. B., 
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who voted 'jnanimious to allow the claini 
as they bad-ao desire to refuse to pay every 
legitimate claim. This should remind the 
financial secretary to pay per capita on the 
full amount of dues each brother pays, so 
when .he dies there will Jbe no question 
about his claim. It is a duty we owe each 
other and should not be neglected. 



Secretary's Repoxt for Pebrnary. 



No. P.C. 


Init. 


Sup. 


I I25.60 


$ 6.00 




2 


2500 


7.00 






25.20 


14.00 




6 


16.00 


8.00 $ 8.7s 


7 


22.60 


.. 6.00 




8 


7.00 


4.00 




9 


33.40 


10.00 


14.00 


10 


12.40 


8.00 




TI 


5.60 


9.00 




12 




10.00 




16 


2.00 


1.00 


1.05 




43.00 


26.00 


6.25 


19 


5.20 




iO 


13.40 


26.00 




9.1 


26.00 


18.00 




22 


16.20 


2.00 


4.25 


23 


19.00 






24 


25.60 


S.oo 


1.7s 


27 


49.60 


8.00 


2.00 


29 


6.80 


6.00 




32 


1.60 






33 






4.2s 


34 


3.40 






IS 






5.00 


36 


3.80 






38 


37.40 


12.0O 


6.50 


39 


22.00 


6.00 




40 


22.40 


16.00 


•75 


4T 


18.60 


14.00 


5.50 


42 


4.00 




•35 


45 


24.80 


8.00 


1.00 


48 




14.00 


2.75 


49 


3.20 


4.00 


1. 00 


51 


6.60 


2.00 


5.50 


52 


32.80 


60.00 




53 


2.20 






54 


8.60 


5.00 




55 


20.60 


4.00 


5-50 


S6 


7.40 


2.00 




58 


9.20 






59 


13.00 


TO.OO 


2..?0 


61 


7.60 


33.00 




62 


10.60 


4.00 


2-75 


63 


1.60 




.10 


64 


5.40 


4.00 


3..50 


65 


15.00 


4.QO 




66 


23.80 


14.00 




67 


5.60 




.25 


68 


5.60 






69 


6.20 


300 




72 


11.80 


2.00 




73 


1.60 






75 


6.40 




.10 


77 


14.00 


12.00 


.50 


78 


6.40 




1.50 


82 


10.00 






83 


7.40 







E. B. Asst. 



85,6,6.00 



14-50 



2.00 



Total 
$31.60 
32.00 
39.20 

32.75 
28.60 
11.00 
57-40 
20.40 
14-60 
10.00 

4.05 
75- 25 

5.20 
39.40 
44.00 
22.45 
19.00 

35.35 
59.60 

I2.80 

1.60 

4-*5 

3- 40 
5.00 
3.80 

61.90 
28.00 

39-15 
38.10 

4- 35 
33.80 
16.75 

8.20 
14. 10 
<;:.8o 

2.20 
13.60 
30.10 

9.40 

9.20 
2550 
45.10 
17-35 

1.70 
12.90 
19.00 
37.80 

5.85 
5.O0 
9.20 

13.80 
1.60 
8.50 

26.50 
7.90 

10.00 
4.70 



84 13.40 2.00 3.00 18.40 

86 6.00 la.oo 9.1)0 27.80 

87 3,60 8.00 ix.Go 
S8 2.50 3.25 5.75 

89 3.25 .56 2.75 

90 4.00 5.00 9.00 

91 i.8o 3.00 .50 5.10 

92 6.40 .50 6.90 

95 7.20 15.00 1.50 ' 23.70 

96 2.8b 5.00 1.25 6.00 15.05 

97 2.60 l.oo 3.50 7.10 

101 4.qp 4.00 

102 4.80 14.00 l.oo 19.80 

105 2,oo 2.00 

106 26.00 9.75 1.50 37.25 

107 10.00 10.00 

108 7.00 7.00 
t3 700 31.00 38.00 

$Si5.3Q<524.oo$i56.95j;i9.oo $6.00^1521.25 
Does from members of lapsed h. U. $ 6.00 
Emb. Buttons not sold through L-U. 4.50 

Supplies " " " .45 
Advertising E. W. .... ... 35.42. 

Donation fo.r- lockout of 87 aad 20 . 5S3.55 

12151.17 

•St Louis. +New York. 
Donations Received for No's 87 & ao. 

Feb. No. Amt. 

5 92 Charleston S. C $1$ 50 

52 Newark, N. J lo 50 

6 88 Savannah, Ga 3 00 

7 99 Providence, R. 1 5 00 

8 Toledo, Ohio 6 25 

84 Atlanta, Ga . 12 50 

8 9 Chicago, 111 25 00 

10 Indianapolis, Ind .... 25 00 

27 Baltimore, Md 50 00 

63 Warren, Pa 2 00 

9 19 Atchison, &as 2 50 

29 Trenton, N. J 10 00 

96 Worcester, Mass 4 00 

95 Joplin, Wo 3 03 

42 Utica, N. Y 5 00 

4j i;^i7..:v/, ij. y 23 75 

10 56 Erie, Pa 5 75 

23 St. Paul, Minn 5 00 

68 Denver, Colo 9 00 

39 Cleveland, O 25 00 

85 Augusta, Ga 10 00 

12 37 Hartford, Couu 10 00 

69 Dallas, Tex 8 00 

13 90 New Haven, Conn .... 5 00 

54 Columbus, O 5 00 

75 Grand Rapids, Mich. . . 6 50 

14 40 St. Joseph, Mo 10 00 

61 I^o"? Angeles, Cp.1 . . . . 25 50 

6 San Francisco, Col . . .25 50 

l6' 66 Houston, Tex 20 00 

52 Newark, 2<J. J 3 50 

17 24 Minneapolis, Minn. . . . 18 00 

19 72 Waco, Tex 10 25 

26 Washington, D. C 12 50 

70 Cripple Creek, Colo . . . 13 75 

38 Cleveland, O . • 30 50 

21 Philadelphia, Pa 33 75 

20 44 Rochester, N. Y 25 00 



73 Spokane, Wash 5 00 

22 Omaha, Neb 10 00 

64 Oakland, Cal 8 75 

21 36 Sacramento, Cal 5 25 

ici Brockton, Mass ..... 3 00 

23 32 Lima, 0 3 00 

26 55 Des Moines, la 6 00 

77 Seatle, Wash 9 50 

79 Syracuse, N. Y 8 25 

76 Tacoma, Wash 4 25 

The donations from these locals were 
received too late to go in the report for 
February and tkiII be accounted for in the 
March report in next issue of the Worker. 

Mar.3. 98 Philadelphia 71 

3 St. Louis 5 

10 71 Galveston 3 75 

Treasurer's Report for February. 

J. R. Bourne, Postage J 15 

J. A. Fleete, Organizing Hamilton, 

Ont IS 

J. H. Maloney, Expenses to B. T. 

Council, Milwaukee 52 

Tom Wheeler, Expenses to Roch- 
ester 25 76 

F. J. McNu'ty, Organizing Newark ' 

and vicinity . . . . 20 

Jaf:. K anion, Organizing James- 
town, N. Y ■ 15 

Treasurer's $15,000 Bond 50 ' 

Tom Wheeler, Postage 5 

J. J. Erinsee, Emblematic Buttons 190 
Scrantom, Whetmore & Co., Office 

Supplies 2 

J. R. Bourne, Seals for L. U.'s . . 8 
W. G. Spinning, Gen. Office Sup- 
plies 7 75 

W. G. Spinning, Supplies for L. U. 48 75 
W. .G. Spinning, Printing Febru- 
ary Worker 242 50 

H. W. Sherman, Mailing Worker . 9 38 

H. W. Sherman, Salary for Feb. . 100 

Wells, Fargo & Co., Express .... 11 64 
Mrs. Louise Brown, Addressing 

Worker 8 

W. W. Powers, Rent for March . . 6 25 
F. Morrison, P. C. to A. F. of L., 

Jan., Feb. and March ..... 40 

Cashing Checks 2 75 

Telegrams 2 03 

Strike Benefits to Nos. 15-20-87 . . 319 95 

M. Clinton, Salary for February . 25 
Mrs. Louisa Hall, Death Claim 

No. 89 ... ; 100 

P. H. Wissinger, conducting strikes 

15-20-87 98 25 

P. H. Wissinger, Organizing Ex- 
penses 53 »7 

?!473 18 

Received from G. S. for Feb. . . . 2151 17 
Expenses for February 1473 18 

Gains for February ; . . 677 99 

Amount on hand February i . . . 6436 06 

Cash on hand March i $7114 05 

P. H. WISSINGER, 
G. T. 
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I OUR LOCALS. I 

Xrocal Union Mo. i. 

' St Louis, March lo, 1900. 

Editor Electrical Worker : 

No. I passed through the winter with 
fewer idle members than any previous 
wiater in her history. Our meetings are 
lively, if not harmonious. Some of our 
members are very anxious to break our 
agreement with the- Electrical Exchange. 
With few .exceptions, the members .who 
advocate this, are new tpembers who do 
not realize what it cost to bring about pres- 
ent conditions in St. Louis or what the con- 
dition of the wiremen was before we had 
an agreement. Cool, level-headed judg- 
ment will continue to govern the union in 
the future as in the past. Our conference 
committee is negotiating several important 
changes in our agreement, but we are not 
at liberty to mention them at this time. 

The helpers of this city organized a 
union several months ago and have about 
40 members. They meet every Thursday 
night at the B. T. C. hall and appear very 
enthusiastic over their union. 

No. I has appointed a committee to or- 
ganize the armature winders and shopmen. 
This move was found necessary, as No. i 
is made op exclusively of wiremen, and 
the high initiation fee (S35.00) would in 
itself keep them out of the union, as our 
delegate could not bring pressure to bear 
on them the same as on a non-union wire- 
man. Mention was made in our last letter 
about the lighting muddle in St. Louis. 
On .Peb. 5th, after the city institution had 
been in darkness for over a month, a tem- 
porary contract was let to the old company 
to light the city until Sept. i, 1900. Bids 
were also asked for to light the city for 10 
years from Sept. ist. The dowa-town dis- 
trict to be lighted with arc and incandes- 
cent lamps and the resident district by 
Wclsbach lamps. For the arc lighting the 
Missouri-Edison Co. (which had been do- 
ing the lighting for the past 10 years) bid 
$32.00 per 1000 arc hours; the Imperial Co. 
(which is strictly union) bid S19.87; while 
an unknown man named Budd from Bunk- 
er Hill, 111., bid $1 1.00 for the same service. 
It was generally understood at the time 
that the latter was a " straw " bid put in by 
the Missouri-Edison Co. to draw oiit the 
Imperial's bid and then force a re-letting. 
The scheme worked as smooth as cloc)[ 
work. The bid was let to Mr. Budd. He 
failed to qualify within the specified time. 
His deposit of $2,750 was declared forfeited 
and new bids are called for. This process 
will be continued for several times until a 
new company will not have time to get 
ready. Then the old scab company will 
probably get the contract at their own 
figure.. But No. 1 is not idle. The union 



deci.ied to make a fijjhl in the r.jurts and 
conppi the city hall gang to enforce the 
city ordinances. No. 3 has joiued with No. 
1 ic this matter and they have received the 
sujjpo't o< the B. T. C. ar.d the C. T. and 
L. G. Two able attorneys have been em- 
ployed and if ihe next lighting contract is 
not union it will not be our fault. 

We noticed in the last Worker that No. 
3 of N, Y, is aggie m the Brotherhood. 
No. I is much pleased to sec this even 
though comp>ouna interest hus been jjaid. 
The "crime of 03" has been righted and 
let us hope that peace and harmony will 
prevail in our ranks so long as there is a 
coiiiiiion enemy tr> fight. 

The St. Louis unions are delighted to 
ktiow that the next convection will be held 
iu their city and will make good every 
promise made by their representatives at 
the last convention when they entered St. 
Louis in the race. 

ELECTRON, 

Press Sec. 

I/Ocal IJnion So. 4. 
New Orleans, La., March S, igoo. 
Editor Electrical Worl:er: 

We are upside down here, as you most 
all know of the People Tel. Co. being 
bought up by the Erie Co. The boys have 
gone in all directions, east, west and north. 
The prospects for work are very bad. Bros. 
Blackford, Didisch and Givens went to 
work for Bro. Taylor on the Carrolton 
Road, Bros. McCarty and ChariieManning 
to Scranton, Miss,, Bros. White and.Hughes 
to Frisco, Bro. Bryant to Houston, Tex. 
Lannahan and Campbell went north by 
way of Mobile, Ala., Ed. Ha'iey aud Pratt, 
tc Chicago. Bro. Foley will leave Satur- 
day for Chicago or St. Louis. Can't tell 
bow many more. More men than work. 
The New Else. Light Co. have four or five 
linemen. Tse Ciunb^rland have been let- 
ting a number of their men go. They do 
say times look blue here for awhile. 

Bro. W. F. Call of No. g died here at 
3:15 p. Mi, Tuesday, March 6tb, after nearly 
five weeks sickness. No. 4's officers and 
members did ail that was {Hjssible, but 
'twas of no' avail. His brother came down 
from Emporia, Kansas, and took b:m home 
for burial. Our lodge wishes to extend its 
hearfelt sympathy'to the family in this, the 
sad hour of their bereavement. He was a 
brother likfid and respected by all who 
came ia contact with him. 

This being my first trial of your patience, 
kindly make the needy corrections; by so 
doing will a^jsist me in my next. We will 
try to give ybu more news next month, 
our Ume being ver> shori iu which to get it 
in. 

Bro. Wm. Jackson has been elected to 
fill the financial secretary's position. Bro. 
Blackford to Central Trades Council in 
place of Bro. Haley, who has gone. 

Hope to hear from some of our boys who 
have gone from us to other cities. 

Yours fraternally, 
F. D. MARKELL, 
Press Sec. 



l/ocal Union No. 5. 

Pittsburg, March 8, igao. 

Editor Electrical Worker : 

I failed to get a letter in the Worker las: 
month as I was very busy and did not get 
it written in time, but as Nos. 14 and 51 had 
letters in last month it was not so bad, as 
our town was rerpesented. Eveythiag is 
booming here, everyone in No. 5 is work- 
ing, especially those that are in good stand- 
ing. We are still having some little 
trouble with a few delinquent members. 
Within the last month or two we have had 
several members that were back in their 
dues come and pay up and put themselves 
in good standing; we are glad to see it. I 
think in a short time we will have them all 
in line. 

We have been taking in quite a few w 
members this year and are taking them in 
right along. We have elected aboard of 
directors composed of seven members of 
No. 5. The local has had so much busi- 
ness to attend to this year that the meetings 
were kept up until midnight, so we elected 
the board to relieve the local of some busi- 
ness, I think it will be a good thing. 

We elected a new financial secretary, 
Mr. W. D. Pulliam, you know him of old, 
our former president. Our former financial 
secretary could not attend the meetings 
regularly so we had to have a new one. 

Local No. $1 is having a little trouble; 
the cranemen of the Schoen Pressed .Steel 
Car Co. are out on a strike, about sixty all 
told. It seems that the company wanted to 
make some new rules which the boys did 
not think fair so they went on a strike. ' It 
is expected that the trouble will be settled 
shortly. 

The wiremen and some of the other men 
went out in sympathy with the cranemen. 
We elected a walking delegate in F<bru- 
rary. The contractors' association helped 
to keep him in the field. His name is Mr. 
J. H. Welsh, be is doing good work for No. 
5, and-tiie contractors also. 

I will close hoping this letter will reach 
you in due time for March publication o.f 
the Worker. 

Yours fraternally 
J. E. B. 

Press Sec- 

I^cal Union Mo. 6. 
San Francisco, Cal., March i, 1900. 
Editor Electrical Worker : 

Prospects for a ' successful and prosper- 
ous season in the electrical line were never 
brighter than at present. Building has be- 
gun at so early a date and a decided im- 
petus in that line assures us of a boom in 
the building conditions for the coming 
season. 

With the near completion of the new 
Light and Power company's plant owned 
by the Spreckel's syndicate, and without 
doubt one of the best plants in existence 
to-day, a new field is created for the em- 
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pioyment of a great number of men, al- 
though it is stated iipon good authority 
rhat up to date over 700 applications for 
positions have been filed. 

Where this vast army of electricians can 
be is hard to comprehend because they 
certainly are not in town. 

The near completion of the new Hali of 
Justice is an epoch in the electrical world 
of our city, and brings to a successful com- 
pletion one of the most important buildings 
here. 

The interior system of switches is per- 
fection itself, and throughout it is complete 
in detail. 

Every light is controlled by a switch 
either independent or in conjunction with 
the tablet boards, which could not be im- 
proved on. 

The basement is fitted with the main 
board from which rise feeders to each floor, 
and then from the separate floor distribut- 
ing boxes the circuits are controlled inde- 
pendently by 25 ampere knife switches. 
The boards are beautiful Venetian marble 
with a main line switch at the top and 
feeding down to the different sub switches 
with bus bars, and all finished with fustd 
link lugs in polished copper. 

In ail the public corridors, court rooms 
and lavaratories the lights are controlled 
by lock switches of the latest improved 
pattern with full nickeled plates. All 
rooms and apartments by cutter flush 
switches with bronzed plates to match the 
old antique polished copper fixtures, and 
these, with their odd and peculiar style 
make the neecessary adjunct for a com- 
plete and pleasing appearance. 

The jail is situated on the upper story 
and affords a cheerful contrast with its 
sunlight, dry and pleasant quarters, to the 
damp and filthy dungeons of former 
prisons. All the lights on this floor are 
controlled from one box, with an iron door 
. .and under lock and key. . All switches: are 
20 ampere knife, and polished brass. 

All junction boxes throughout and re- 
ceptacles for switches are of iron. The 
main board is of the finest Venetian mar- 
ble with a main line and separate distrib- 
uting switches for the entire building. 

Also equipped with the latest pattern 
circuit breakers and appliances. Iron 
armored throughout. 
1 An intercommunicating telephone sys- 
tem is another convenience of no small 
importance. 

The union outlook is encouraging even 
though the independent local is still against 
us notwilhstanding every effort has been 
made to bring them into the Brotherhood 
has failed ; even to the most reasonable 
propositions have they refused consider- 
ation and only on their own terms will 
they ever be brought into the fold. 

New working rules are now under con- 
sideration and if successful will do much 
toward the advancement of some very 



essential ."ulcs herstcfore avoided besidfs 
establishing an eight hour day. 

The synipnthy of Mo. 6 is extended lo ah 
her brothers in Chicago and lesoiations to 
thai effect have beea forwarded ottsring 
whatever assistance we could. No. 6 is 
always s. factor in all points of interest 
pertaining to the success and advance- 
ment of the trade. 

A new i.ibcr organ published weekly has 
appeared in this ciiy caileiJ Organi2ed 
Labor, of which each union is a stock- 
holder, and our sincere thanks and well 
wishes for- Its success as well as all other 
labor papers are extended. 

From recent rumors a Contractors' Ex- 
change will soon be in existence here, the 
outgrowth no doubt of the several demands 
made by the different labor organizations 
this spring. Fraternally, 

A. E. DRENDEL, 
Press Sec. 

I<ocal Union No. 10. 
Indianapolis, Ind., March 5, 1900. 
Editor Electrical Worker: 

1 begin to realize it is high time I was 
getting in niy little scrap for another 
mouUi. A month seeuis long when we are 
waiting for pay-day, but it seems to slip up 
on me every lime before I have anything 
prepared for our paper. No. ic has just 
held an open meeting, and in spite of the 
rain and storm it proved a grand success; 
had a very uice attendance and feel amply 
paid for our efforts. Meeting was led off 
by a very entertaining speech from Mr. 
Kennedy, who gave us some excellent ad- 
vice concerning the patronage of union- 
made articles. He was followed by a good 
long speech from Mr. Gould, editor of the 
Union. Of course Mr. Gould is always 
woundup and ready .for any emergency, 
but he .surprised his audience somewhat by 
giving us a good sound sermon, which if 
practiced as preached would be almost 
equal to Christ's sermon on the moimt. 
Neyt was n Jon? talk from Mr. Gait, fol- 
lowed by a speech from the president of 
Central Labor Union. All of which were 
eiijo}'ed by the audience. A recess was 
then declared by Vice-President Phipps 
and refreshments were served by a com- 
mittee in charge, whom we want to thank 
for the faithful performance of their duty; 
after which we adjourned until our next 
meeting night. All went home feeling in 
good spirits over our open meeting, but 
life is not all sunshine, for it was a little 
sad to our members to bid Tarewell to our 
post superiiitendeul 01 our i\ew fei. Co., 
who is leaving us to-night. Mr. Roberts 
has certainly been a good friend to No. 10 
and shonld he come in contact vnth any 
of our brother locals, as he is liable to do 
most any time, I want to say, yow can as- 
sure yourselves you will find him ever wil- 
ling and anxious to aid and assist our 
caube. Again, our worthy nuancial secre- 
tary has resigned bis office on account of 



his new position, as he feels he does not 
have time to do justice to both. C. J. 
Langdon is appointed general foreman for 
the New Tel. Co. of Indianapolis, and all 
of our brothers know what kind of mate- 
rial Joe is, so we feel we are going right 
straight on down the line in the right di- 
rection. 

Business is a little dull here just now, 
but wiU open up anew in early spring, as 
tl:e New Telephone Co. is going to enlarge 
its cable capacity, both underground and 
aerial, so you know what that means. 

Well, I guess I will dead-end here and 
pull for bed. Yours fraternally, 

H. S. DIXON. 

Irocal Union °No. 13. 

El Paso, Texas. 
Editor Electrical Worker : 

.Mr. W. Sherman and brothers, 1 am truly 
giad of the opportunity to inform the broth- 
ers that we have a nice little local in this 
beautiful little city and you can imagine- 
the nerve we have when you look at our 
No. (13) and see we dared what no other 
local out of one hundred and six would not 
throw superstition aside and asking for 
thirteen. Any one attempting to run up 
against us will find we have as little fear 
as superstition. We organized with seven- 
teen charter members and have two ap- 
plications and three transfer cards. We 
will have every man in our division inside 
of two months and that is saying a great 
d'eal for wc have jurisdiction over all ter- 
ritory in a radius of six hundred miles from 
the city of El Paso court house. And 
to tell you the truth they have got to corne 
in we positively will not work with a non 
union man. He will either have to bring 
a card or join us here or walk' out of town. 
We don't intend to let one ride the roads 
if he is not a union man. And it is a long 
six hundred and fifty miles to the next 
town, so think well boys before you start ' 
this way without a card, 

i would not advise any brother to come 
here at present as there are five or six of 
the boys out of work and we don't know 
when things will open up. We expect to 
have a great amount of work later in the 
summer, but don't know if we can bold 
out till then for wagss are not what they 
should be and board is something terrible 
high, nothing for less than twenty-five a 
month. 

Wishing success to the brotherhood and 
a.<>.suring the brothers that you can count on 
No. 13 to the last man in any emergency I 
remain vours fraternally, 

E. P. M. McBROOM 

Pres. No. 13. 

El Paso, Tex., March 8, 1900. 
Editor Electrical Worker: 

Local No. 13 was organized in this city 
Wednesday evening the 7th. We started 
out with seventeen charter members, two 
cards deposited and one application. 
This includes every electrical worker, both 
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tied on in tliat way, it would be 3 bard 
uiiitier for soivie of us to get the required 
):tense. I don't meau to ?ay hy this that 
liiiemeti are poor ncholcrs, bft more 
ineu can do the work on a po!t than on 
paper, so you see if that ^7cre the case 
s<inie of our long-haired coiicge freaks 
would get Hi! the pie. 

We are sorrj- to hear thnt "I'r brothers 
of itxj are having so much trouble, but 
keep up couiage and you will finally win 
c-rt. 

If Thcs. Barrett is iu reach of this, v^hich 
I hope lie is, ivould like to hear from him. 

Will close, wishing good luck to all 
members of I. B. E. W. 

C. G. KERM, 

Press Sec. 



outside and inside. Our local controls 
everything-within a radius of 600 miles. 

El Paso is quite a lively little city, but 
rather poor for electrical workmen now, 
but looks to be good for the coming sum- 
mer. Would not advise linemen or inside- 
uen to^come this way for the present. 

The following ofiicers were elected: 

President — E. P. McBroom. 

V. P.— John Howland. 

Tres. — S. Faulconer. 

R. S.— Ed. Corey. 

F. S.~W. B. Carroll. 

P. A.— H. Bnrke. 

Fraternally yours, 
H. BURKE. 



]^cal XTnion V(o. z6. 
Bvansville, Ind., March 6, 1900. 
Bditor Electrical Worker: 

Well well, the time has rolled around 
again and still no advance in wages. Some 
say it is the ti usts, some say it is the work- 
ing-man, and I think it is a combination of 
both. The trusts are dealing with a steel 
hand and the poor, bumble workiugman 
submits to it all. And whose fault is it 
but. his own ? If they were to join hands 
and make an endless chain of the laboring 
class things would be different. You meet 
a non-nnion man and talk to him. His an- 
swer is., What benefits do yow derive from 
the union ? That is all he cares for. But 
you can't drive it in his old knocker that 
in union there is strength, and the strong- 
er, more benefits would be derived there- 
from. Nevertheless the workingman is 
coming around, and those who don't will 
soon find themselves in a pinch. 

Well, here we are, 16 still in the ring 
and . prospering like the workingman. 
Thei'e isn't much work here at the present 
time, but indications are brighter for 
spring. There is some talk of an indepen- 
dent company starting here, but that is 
all; there have been several franchises giv- 
en here before, but all fell through. 

The boys are kicking themselves here 
d|ice last city election. It seems as 
though the citizens want to build a muni- 
cipal plant. Of course we were in for it. 
One candidate for mayor was for it and 
one against it. Well, we did all we could 
for the former and he won. But to crown 
t all, after the election he turns out to be 
one of the principal stockholders in the 
present Brush concern. Do yon blame 
them for kicking 7 

The Jenne has quit business, the Brush 
buying all outside material; couldn't say 
as io what work will be dene, but if they 
keep after their present plans there will be 
none at all. 

I notice in the February Worker some 
of the brothers approve the plan to have 
every journeyman take a license. Now, 
brothers, I will tell you my opinion about 
this. If they had the right kind of exam- 
ination that would work; but you will find 
nine out of ten linemen are not book- 
learned, and as all examinations are car- 



1/Ocal Union Ko. 19. 
Atcbisoii, Kas., March 8tb igoo. 
Editor Electrical Woiket: 

Well, boys, congratulations are in order 
in No. 19. Our president, Bro. Roth, has 
been promoted. The old time '"Kocksie " 
is now a full-fledged boss. Bro. Roth has 
been foreiiian ever since his coDUCction 
with the company, but now he is assistant 
superintendent and is "not supposed to 
wo>k." I don": think there is another man 
ic the Union who has unionism more at 
heart than Bro. Roth, and No. 19. i: proud 
to be able to claim him as president and 
organizer. 

Everything has moved along lovely this 
month except on Monday, March 5th. We 
had an exceptionally heavy sl^ec storm 
and at about i r. m, a guy gave way or 
broke and down came three .poles of Atch. 
Tel. Co., knocking out about 150 phones 
and crossing up the aiternatoi , 500- volt and 
arc circuits. All danger from •' live lines " 
was past two hours aite.'. It will take the 
Phone Co. a week or ten' days to straighten 

up- 
All boys are working, but prospects for 
this summer are not esceptio:ialjy' promis- 
ing. We will all hare a job and that's 
about all. Things look as there will not be 
much work in Atchison this summer. 

- HUGO. 

J^cal Unioc No, so. 
Greater New York, March 7, igoa 
Editor Electrical Worker : 

As this is iny first attempt as a cor- 
reapondent I will endeavor to do my best. 
Local No. 20 is young but booming along; 
new appiica'.ions every meeting r.it;ht. As 
last evcni.ig was our regular mectiuij night 
we added six new lights to the circuit and 
have eight on file and ctit in three more 
the previous meeting^. 

We had a hard fi.rbt against the New 
Vorii olid ^iCw ji.iiv:y i.:,i. v^u., ^viio said 
they propose-J to nip us in tJie bud and 
bust the Brct'Uerbood in ihis ser'i"r!. But 
they recalled their >v«>rds aiid 3.i:d they did 
not want trouble arid rlJd net know we 
were so strong. The.y found they were up 
9gainst the real tljin<; when *>>ey com- 
menced to bulJdoi^; the Brotherhood. 
Local No. 20 is composed of some fine old 
V ar hor':es f.::ch .is Bros. Mosteiia, Post, 
O'Brine and Kellar, who have z^tu actual 



service before. We had a traitor in Local 
No. 20 who forgot his obligation and was 
out a week and returned to work, and who 
is thought to have carried a great deal of 
news to the telephone office while he was 
out. His name is E. C. Boughton, which 
was in our last letter. Also we have a man. 
by the name of W. J. Bigler who said he 
was president of No. 77, Seattle, Wash., 
who attended oae meeting but no more. 
I guess some of the boys out there would 
like to see him again, as he is better known 
as "Whispering Willie." 

We have the sad news of bearing last 
night that a man by the name of Chas. 
Flynn, better known as Blizzard Flynn, 
who worked against us, met with an acci- 
dent Tuesday evening by failing from a 
tree, breaking three ribs and receiving in- 
ternal injuries which requires him to go to 
the hospital for repairs. 

As Bro. Lindsey resigned as financial 
secretary Local No. 20 elected Bro. J. J. 
Simpson and installed him as financial 
secretary. 

Bro. L. H. Molloney, better known as 
Melene among the boys, was elected and 
installed as foreman to fill the vacancy of 
Bro. T. Irons. 

1 would like to state that Greater New 
York is a bad place for a man to come 
without a paid up card, as he might receive 
a chilly reception. 

Things are on the standstill at present 
but there will be plenty of work in the near 
future. 

Fraternally yours, 

M. J. F-ARRELL, 

Press Sec. pro tem, 

I^ocal Union No. si. 

Philadelphia, March 8th, 1900: 
Editor Electrical Worker: 

I hope this will be in time to get in the 
March Worker. To start the ball with, I 
am^oing to get my hammer out apd knock. 
There is a wire-fixer hanging around Phila- 
delphia who requires a good deal of atten- 
tion from members of the Brotherhood. 
He was chased out of Trenton, N. J., for 
not keeping his word with the local. 
Shortly afterwards he came floating into 
Philadelphia before we were put onto him. 
He went to' work for the Manufacturers' 
Electric Co. without any tools and tbe boys 
did his bit for him without a kick until be 
showed that he did not want to come into 
the union. He would promise to come, in 
every pay-day but never paid his lee until 
our president wiggled it out of him one 
pay-day before he could get away from the 
pay-desk. Well, it would have done your 
heart good to see the way the gang jumped 
onto him when the ballot box was put up; 
there was not enough black balls in the box 
for the boys who were there so they quietly 
walked away. He got his fee back the 
next morning and took a sneak oft the job; 
there is not a man in town who will work 
with him. His name is William Simpson, 
so look out for him if he comes your way. 

Things are about the same in regard to 
work; there is still plenty of it, althoiigh 
one of the Light Co.'s laid off some of their 
men last week, but they have all found 
other jobs. The Bell Co. is still hiring 
men. 

We gave a Benefit at the National 
Theatre last month and it was a success to 
a certain extent. 1 think some of the boys 
did not take the interest in it they should 
have done. 
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We were favored with the company of a 
de)tgKtion from Local No. 29, for which 
we are veYy grateful and will return the 
compiiiiient at some future time. 

1 tbiiik we v. ili be in line with the other 
trades in this city by the first of May. 
There are several matters cif importance to 
be discussed this coming month and those 
who have not been to the meetings lately 
will benefit themselves by coming down to 
see how things are going on. 

What is the matter, Bro. Wissinger; why 
not let a fellow know if you are still among 
the living? 

Bro, Ed. Harte is about and gaining 
Strength rapidly; he has been out of the 
hospital for a couple of weeks and looks as 
young as ever. 

Bro. Jack Ballard is slowly recovering 
• from a badly-sprained arm. 

In answer to the P. S. of Local No. 55, 
the arc lights in i'hiladelphia, about six 
thousand in number, are inspected by the 
police and by the companies also; if a lamp 
does not burn the schedule number of 
hours the police repiort it to the Electrical 
Bureau, who in turn notify the company 
and the amount is deducted from their 
bills. 

The companies have inspectors on the 
' street all night whose duty it is to start all 
lamps that are not burning and report those 
that cannot be started, so that they can be 
replaced with a good lamp. They receive 
on an average about two dollars per night. 
So long for another month. 

Fraternally yours, 

"DICK." 

I/Ocal TJulcn No. 22. 

Omaha, Neb., Maix:h 5, 1900. 
Editor Electrical Worker : 

I read your postscript to your letter of 
February 26th at our last quarterh' meet- 
ing. The same received au ovation. I 
was ver>' glad to see the boys hang to- 
gether in Brooklyn and Newark. Was 
afraid they -would encounter the sanic dif- 
ficulties which Jiave prevailed heretofore, 
that is, lack of union spirit and ati over 
amount of scabs in the vicinity, but I am 
led to believe that the east is improving 
from a tmion staudpoint since I was last 
there. 

i eticlose herewith a call in the form of 
a card, for an open meeting to be held on 
March 7th, at 8 I". M. Tlie object of thi.s 
meeting is to get together all the unioi; 
liuenieii and inside v.iremen who are em- 
ployed iri the citv at the present liiiit. 
We ■will have a special committee from the 
Central I,abar Vnipu, and we trust there 
will be a goodly nn.mber of meuibe:-s of 
Local No. 22 pi-esenl. 

There i.s a di.spcsition on the part of the 
members of this local to find fault when 
anythiiit,' is undertaken by the ones who 
sre striving to upbuild this union. I hear 
a great many statements made on the 



street which, if I preferred to make 
trouble, I could prefer charges against 
certain persons. 

, I have al.so heard other members, who 
are acting contrary to the agreement with 
the employers, make slurring reii;arks, 
and go .so far as to make verbal charges 
against certain members -who are not 
nearly so gtiilty as those who made the 
attacks. All that I can say to 3-ou brother, 
is to let this method of unbrotherly feeling 
and action stop at once, and do all in your 
power singly to live up to the laws laid 
down by the constitution. 

Of course a great many will take this as 
a personal attack on my part. Not so. 
You will remember in my letters in the 
past, I hare -written on the same subject 
uiany times. There are some so cruel as 
to state that there are a select few running 
No. 22 for their own interests. If there is 
anyone who really thinks that, and doesn't 
prefer charges against tho.'se members who 
they consider are doing wrong, it is their 
duty to desist from this unmanly manner 
of attacking the helpless members who 
are not in position to defend themselves, 
as the charges are merely hearsaj'. 

At the present time the union linemen 
are putting forth every eltort not for an in- 
crease of pay, but for a reduction of hours. 
They make what I consider a reasonable 
demand and set forth strong arguments in 
asking same. Their agreement is for 
eight hotirs and 52.50 to constitute a day's 
pay. Considering the new system of arc 
lighting just installed at the very high 
potential of Sooo volts, and the New Omaha 
T. H. Electric Light Company is at the 
present time arranging to run a primary 
circuit to South Omaha, \viih a potential 
of 5000 volts; and w^en ycu consider that 
the potential of the Omaha circiiits is 
classed with the highest and most haz- 
ardous of any city in the United States, 
and the men are receiving nominal pay 
with long hours, you will readily agree' 
with me tnat tuis demand is just, and I 
■would further say, " Boys, pnsh it along!" 
Go it in a nice easy way. Don't agitate 
strike or do anything hot-headedly, but 
talk to the snperinteijdeuts of the different 
companies, and I am inclined to believe 
that the decrease of hours , will come of 
their o\vn accord. 

The T. H. Company very kindly put an 
arc light in our hall in the Labor Temple, 
to be at our disposal for the period of two 
weeks, free oi all expense either to No. 22 
or the juabor Xeiapie. Of course there 
was an object in view when this light was 
put in, and as it was put in at our sugges- 
tion, we were veiy sorry to see the object 
of same turned down by the directors of 
Labor Temple at their last meeting. We 
thought by placing iisfht in our hall, the 
same would demonstrate its snjierior qual- 
ities over gas, both from an efficient statid- 
poiut, candle power, and from the fact 



tliat it was strictly a union light, which I 
cannot say the same of the gas. The Gas 
Company employs strictly a class of cheap 
labor to do all the digging, the tapping in, 
i-unning of pipes on the outside of build- 
ings, etc. Of com-se the men who do the 
interior work, the gas fitters, are strong 
union men, as we all knorw the union iS 
one of the strongest in existence. 

In making out my petition at the request 
of the local, I set forth several strong ar- 
guments, and thought of course they 
would caiTy weight, but they did not- it 
seems. Therefore I shall have to wait and 
continue onr fight to adjtist the -matter of 
light in the Labor Tem^e. We have de- 
cided to maintain the light that is in the 
hall at the present time at our own ex- 
pense, until such time as the Labor Tem- 
tile contractors see fit to install the right 
light. 

We amended our by-laws at the last 
quarterly meeting. One of the amend- 
ments i«eds as follows: ^ 

" On and hereafter the adoption of this 

amendment to the by-laws no contractor 
or employer will be allowed to hold any 
active office in this local." This was found 
necessary, not froui a personal standpoint, 
but merely to protect our local from criti- 
cism in the future that it has been subject 
to in the past. 

The other amendment is to the effect 
that on and after March 15th there would 
be admitted no more apprentices for ' a 
period of one year. 

We found this necessary in order to pirb- 
tect the apprentices we have ou hand. 
This was not done from a selfish motive at 
all, but we are duty bound to protect -these 
apprentices who live ujp to the rules of the 
local, and they naturally look to us for 
some protection against the method that 
is at the pres<;nt time in vogue. 

Work is still good and slack in Omaha 
and vicinity. The Western Electrical 
Company have at the present time seven 
members of No. 22 employed on various 
jobs. They also have the contract for re- . 
wiring the old Brunswick Hotel, and have 
just completed the Deaf and Dumb Insti- 
tute for the State of Nebraska, located in 
Omaha. We are living in hopes that the 
large buildings which are being constmcted 
by the Metz Bros. Brewing Company -will 
soon be ready for the installation of the 
electric wiring and machinery. It seems 
these specifications were out once railing 
for bids, but were called in for revision. 
1 uis job ought to give employment to a 
number of first-class men. Having a num- 
ber of our men kept on a large job Uke 
this, it is much ea.sier to place the other 
men on smaller jobs in this vicinity, and I 
am inclined to believe that ws will have 
our hands full to keep the members of 
L^'-cal No. 22 employed all summer. 
Therefore I should not advise auy wremen 
going out of their way to strike Omaha. 
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We are greatly iuterested in the Pan- 
American Exposition to be held in Buffalo 
in 1901. As there are a great many of our 
members who will no doabt be at the Ex- 
position, 1 wonW like to suggest that the 
locals of Buffalo -vsrite long ind interesting 
letters regarding the work, how far it has 
progressed, what would be a good month 
to strike there for a job, etc. . I earnestly 
request this at the solicitation~of numerous 
requests by the members of our local. 

, The matter regarding the licensing of 
inside '.viremcn- suggested by the city 
electrician of Omalia, was knocked flatly 
in the head at Otir last regular meeting, 
and I had the p4eai.'.ire 9f substituting a 
motion to the effect tliat No. 22 draft a 
petition to the mayor and council of the 
city of Omab» and earnestly request that 
they consider a man of Local No. 22 for 
the position of cit}' electrician. This 
position rightfully belongs to Local No. 
22. We do not intend to push this matter 
until after the flection, as we strictly 
eliminate polttics from the union; but 
after the election we hope that the city 
electrician will be the watchword of all 
members of Local No. 22. We want a man 
in that position who is not so narrow 
minded as the present incumbent. The 
man who holds th.it position should be a 
man who, instead of attacking inside wire- 
nien for mistakes made on jobs, which are 
liable to occur among the very best of the 
craft, will do his business directly with the 
employer and contractor. This idea of 
coming around and waving your hands and 
roasting the wiremen for mistakes is 
ridiculous. If he would come around in a 
nice manner and show us where we are 
wrong, there would be more harmony than 
in the present manner in which things are 
being worked iif this vicinity. Kow, 1 do 
not write this because of any personal dif- 
ficulties which I have had with this person 
who- is holding office at the present time. 
My personal matters and union affairs are 
two distinct things, but it is evident to 
every member of Local No. 22 they are 
being discriminated against by the present 
city electrician. 

Trusting all members will put forth a 
greater effort to attend the meetings in the 
future and stop this foolish talk on the 
streets, and those who have any business 
to attend to will do it at the next meeting, 
which I consider the proper place, I re- 
main, 

Fraternally yours, 

GEO. E. kUSSELL, 
Press Sec. . 

l/ocal Union No. 26. 

W^ashington, D: C, March Sth, 1900. 
Editor Electrical Worker : 

Since my letter of last month there ba.s 
appeared nothing of especial interest to 
the Brotherhood members except tuat the 
contractors ai* still using zealous efforts to 
get their bill through the National Con- 



gress and which I have every re2.«cn to be- 
lieve they hope to be able to do before the 
new ^ca!e of wages go into effect on the 
isl of April. 
, This njatter has been brought to the at- 
tention of ilis CentrLil J^hor U.iion I'Dis- 
tri'.'t Branch of American Fedei-stion of 
Labor) hy our local and we have the sup- 
port, of the entire organization and as they 
have taken active steps to bring abciat'the 
defeat of any lcgi.«lation that will be to the 
detriment of the electrical workers, it goes 
withoi'.t saying thai we have nipped this 
moncyolist incasnre in the bud, that is to 
say, we have so amended the worcling of 
Senate Bill No. ,^(scg that the contractors 
are ai'aiiist the hill, that we have had in- 
troduced by Senator Hansborough of Da- 
kota No. 3169 and a copy of which yon will 
find printed below, and bringing about a 
bill that reads in a similar way to theirs 
and which will come up before the same 
committee as theirs, it gives us a good op- 
portunity to oblaij-i a Jiearing beff.re .said 
committee anil in this way we will be aMe 
to show the Kt'od and bad features of any 
legirfatiou to bring about a law to govern 
electrical wiring, in the District of Colnm- 
bia: 

La'it week Representative Jenkins of 
Wifcon.sin introduced a bill in the House 
of Re.presentative.s which i.-! the same as 
the one introduced by Sen.itor Chandler in 
the Senate a short time ago, the number 
of wliich is H. R. 192.4. We understand 
however, that Mr. Jenkins was not fully 
familiar with the importance of such a 
me.isure and has e.'cpressed a desire to have 
a committee, from our orgauixation call 
upon him and explain the good and the 
bad feattircs of .si'.ch lesisiation and we 
have ever\- reason to believe that he will 
use his best endeavors to prevent its pas- 
sage. 

In a few days the Central Labor bodies 
tbronghont the' countiy will be ia receipt 
of & conmiunication from the Central La- 
bor Union cf this city the nature of which 
is a request upon them to use the best en- 
deavors in our favor, we trust however that 
the members of the Brotherhood, will have 
by this time taken active mesuwres in our 
behalf for it is for their iiiterest to do so, 
because if this bill is allowed to go through 
it will be a terrible knock to organized la- 
bor in this city. 

Once mere T ask the boys to j.:et to work , 
it wont take long for your local or the 
individual members to sift out the bad 
features of these bills. Senate No. 3009 and 
House 1924, which are the same and of 
which you will find a copy in last month's 
"Worker," by doins; this yon wiil greatly 
favor us and yourselves as well a? we can- 
not afford to let a precedent he established 
that will bring aboat the classing of men 
beloiiging to f^es unions, for if this is 
done it means sure ruin to onr organiza- 
tions. How nice it would be (for the con- 



tractors) to have a law. that wonld enable 
contractors to employ all the- apprentices 
and helpers they desire and their only re- 
quirement that these apprentices and help- 
ers be under the personal supervision of a 
hceused wireman or contractor and when 
a wireman although licensed, should pos- 
sibly fail to meet the requirements of the 
laws as laid down by the Board, if found 
guilty, should be confined in the work- 
house of the District of Columbia for thirty 
days and pay a fine as well at the discre- 
tion of the Court, just think of it, not to 
be imprisoned in a jail but a filthy work- 
house, how nice to feel that one of our 
members working under the dictation of a 
licensed contractor who has authority to 
order his men to do work in a certain man- 
ner is liable td have the brand of work- 
house convict placed upon him, is tl-Js' 
right? Is it fair? Shall wc allow oar- 
selves to be placed under such infamous 
restrictions? These are questions for the 
members of the International Brotherhood 
Electrical Workers to decide, for yen all 
must be aware that residents of this city 
have no voice in Government or Legisla- 
tion. 

I trust that all who take the trouble to 
read this article will bear in mind that it is 
their personal duty to as.sist in bringing ' 
about the defeat of any legislation as now 
iutrodnced, no matter which bill it is, aS 
even the one we have had intri>itice.d is 
not what we want, but has simply , been 
drawn up so that it may not locjk loo much 
different from that of the coiitmctors 
and we had much rather have it than 
theirs. But allow me to state in these valu- 
able columns that Local Union No. 2Sdoes 
not want any legislation governing their 
craft in the District of Columbia. If this 
city government hasn't the competent men 
to draw up a set of rules governing the 
wiring of buildings and hasn't the money 
to pay an inspector, let them go to Con- 
gress and get an approp; iavion to pay such 
men and then tbej' can get all they want 
and we will gladly stand by such action, 
but we will not submit to the electrical 
contractors saying what we can do, what 
we can eat or where we can go. As Ameri- 
can citizens we demand the right to say 
whether we shall work or not and we will 
not allow any band of men to dictate to us, 
we are tired of this sort of thing, they 
have taken this action simply to avoid hir- 
ing men at three' dollars for eight hours 
work after the ist of April, and they have 
had these bills iiitrodiictu hoping that tii£y 
would go through and then they would 
hire what hcensed men they could least get 
along with and use them to take charge cf 
a lot of kids. 

Yours fraternally, 
S. M. WILDER, 
P. S. & Chmn. Legislation Com. 

A-Bltt 

to regi^late ele<:trical wiring in the District 
of Columbia. 
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Be it er.a ;ted hy tbe Senate and the Hon se 
c' l^.epr.-^sentatK cs of the United States in 
Ccagieta as-^embled, That it shall he un- 
l«.\s'fu' lorary jK.'Soa to act as an electri- 
cel wiring contractor iu the District of 
Cciimnlna vrbo shzVi not have been licenf^ed 
fts provided in this Act, or to engage iii, 
electrical construction who is not an eiu- 
pioyee of said licensed contractor and un- 
der the personal supen isiou of said licensed 
contractor; Provided, That nothing in this 
Act shall be coustnaed to apply to public 
buildings of the United States or of the 
District of ColBtnbia, or to diminish au- 
thority o£ the officer in charge of public 
buildings and grounds, or the Architect of 
the Capitol. 

Sec. 2. That the Commissioners of the 
District of. Columbia be, and they are 
I hereby, authorized and empowered to ap- 
j poiut au electrical board, to compose of 
I one experienced electrical contractor, one 
i . Ci-perienced wireman, who is a member of 
I lyxzi Union Niunber Twenty-sis, of the 
International Brotherhood, of Electrical 
Workers, and one employee of the District 
of Columbia having knowledge of electri- 
cal lighting and power, who shall be the ' 
secretary' of said board and act as inspector 
' of electrical .work, and whose compensa- 
j tion for such assignment of additional duty 
I ' shall be six hundred dollars per annum, 
j payable montlily . A majority of the board 
shall be deemed competeut for action. 
The men)ber.s of said board shall file a 
bond for faithful performance .of duty in 
the earn of five thon.<^nd dollars, and, other 
than Oie secretary, shall receive a compen- 
saticm not exceeding two hundred dollars 
I per annum. All proceedings of said board 
shall be condufted iu all respects under 
such rales and regulations as the Commis- 
riocers of the District of Columbia shall 
from time to time prescribe ; and all wir- 
' ing and apparatus for the ittilization and 
production of electrical current for light- 
i.i!g, heating, and power, and the iiistallii- 
tion thereof, shall be subjected to su'*h 
tests as ||the said Commissioners may pre- 
scribe. 

Sec. 3. That in addition to such ad- 
visory duties as said Commissioners shall 
lussign them, it shall be the duty of said 
electrical board to examine all applicants 
for license as electrical contractors, and to 
report to said Commissioners, who, if satis- 
fi^A from such report that the applicant is 
r fit person to engage in the business of 
i.:i.,.b;i£al cor.atructior., shall issue a license 
to such pei-son to engage in such business 
as all clevti lcJil eoil tract 01 , said board to 
rieet at least once a mouth. 

Sec. That applic;ints for license as 
electrical contractors innst be twenty-one 
years of age, must make application in 
their own handwriting, and must accoin- 
TJany such application with such a certifi- 
vT.ie PS to good character and of experience 
ii electrical work as said_electi-ical board 



may require ; said ce; tificate to be approved 
b- at leusi. three citizens of the District of 
Col-.:mbi.-4, -.bemselves' of reputable land- 
ing. 

Sec. 5. That the tcru! '•electrical cc<n- 
tractor" sliall inclu'te i?r: persons contract- 
ing for suppiySig AjiA putting., in pla:ce. 
V, iriiig and apparatus ntccssary for. the 
pvodviction and uulization of electrical cur- 
rent tor lighting, healiug, or for power. 

Sec. 6. That all qualifying electrical 
ecu iT actors shall furnish bond in the sum 
of one thousand dollars for the guarantee 
of the faithful -performance of their duties; 
said bond to be acceptable to^the Commis- 
sioners of the District of Columbia ; that 
the fee for a license of electrical contractor 
shall be ten dollars per annum ; all fees to 
be paid to the collector of taxes of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

Sec. 7. That any owner or lessee of any 
building in the District of Columbia, or 
the agent or representative of such owner 
or lessee, or any persOu who shall kiiow- 
ingly employ aii electrical contractor v/ho 
has not been regularly licensed to act as 
sixch, shall, on conviction thereof, be pun- 
ished by a fine of not less than five dollars 
nor more than one hundred dollars, and in 
default of payment of such fine such per- 
son shall be confined in the workhouse of 
the District of Columbia for a peiiod not 
e.-wceeding «:ix months ; and all persoiis en- 
gaijijig iu the work of eiertrical con.struc- 
tion without license as herein provided, 
shall be subject to a fine of not less than 
twenty-five dollars for each and every of- 
fense ; and in default of payment of such 
fine such person shall be confined in the 
workhouse of the District of Columbia for 
a penod uot exceeding one month. 

Sec. 8. That the inspector of, electrical 
work, is hereby empowered, during reason- 
able hours, upon application of the mvner 
or occiipant, or" upon complaint, under 
oath, of any reputable citizen, to enterinto 
arn'i cxuiiiiiic auv liaiidiiig where electrical 
current is produced or utilized for lighting, 
heating, or for power, for the purpose cf 
ascertaining all Nnolations of any provis- 
ions of this Act ; and iipon jlnding any 
devices aforesaid defective or dangerous be 
• may deliver a wrritteu notice of any viola- 
tion of any provisiou of this Act, or any 
regulation of said electrical board duly 
adopted, to remove or amend the same 
within a period to be flxed in said notice ; 
and in case of neglect or refusal on the 
paii: of the p&'ty so uuliil«.d tu remove or 
amend the same within tViS the time and in 
the manner described bj- the inspector of 
electrical work, the party so otrend iiig shall 
be fined not lef..-i than five dcl^ars nor more 
than one hnudred doliars for each and 
every day's failure or neglect to remove 
or amend the same after being so notified ; 
. and in default cf payment of such fine 
such person shall be confined in the work- 
house of the District of Columbia for a 



period not exceding one month : and pros- 
ecutions under this Act shall be in the 
police court of said District, iu the name of 
the District of Columbia. 

Sec. 9. That this Act shail tcke effect 
sixty days after the approval thereof. 

I/ocal XJnloa No. ay. 

. Trentonj N. J;, Maich 8, 1900. 
Editor Electrical Worker: 

My letter to the Worker will be small 
this time as I have been sick, and wh^.-^ 
well am very busy. V/e are getttiig along 
very nicely at present end h-ivt had no 
trouble so far, and all conipjcies wivb 
plenty to do the weather getsniore s«-t- 
tled. AVe had a very nice time ai o=r smoktr 
a couple of weeks ago, and plenty cf good 
speaking from some of the L. U. men of 
this city, aud everything v.-2s up to the top 
notch. 

\Vs have a few stragglers yet that have 
failed to connect, and so they will find 
soon that the crosses they will have to 
clear will be plenty, not to say at-ytbing of 
the grounds and short circuits to get over, 
for we have given them all a. fair chance 
to come in. 

1 hope to soon b.ave car local by-laws in 
such a shape that we can send tbcm on to 
headquarters to be approved for us. Well, 
timu is up to shut off the light, as my pen 
is giving out and ink on a closed circuit . 
So good bye. 1-. S. 

Local Union Ko. 31. 
Duluth, Minn.. March 7, 1900. 
Editor Electrical Worker: 

The time again rolls around for the press 
secretary to get in his work and so here 
goes. This local, though a new one, is 
making good progress in the city of Du- 
luth. Of course this city is not a very large 
one, there being only. 60,000 people in it, so 
wc are not able to have separate unions 
' for linemen, wiremen, etc. Since my last 
letter we have initiated about sis new men 
and have more applications in sight. We 
expect to get iu practically every man we 
want during the spring and summer. 
Wsges arc- fair but i-ost of living is higher 
here than many cities so we workmen don't 
get rich very fast. 

The Zenith City Telephone Co. (inde- 
pendent) has now gotten its exchange in 
partial operation and we have about 8 or 10 
brothers working with them, some of who 
will be likely be laid off before long as the 
main part of the work is completed. 

Altl'iougli ordered out of Duluth on ac- 
count of the expiration of their franchise, 
the Duluth Telephone Co. (Bell.) is going 
on building a new building for a new ex- 
change and proposes to instaii metallic 
circuits instead of common return and also 
a modern plant. There are chances that 
they will not be allowed to go far with the 
work, i»owevcr, as an entirely new council 
and mayor were just installed and their 
position is an unknown quantity. At any 
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rate we expect tbe boys whu get laid oS 
will get these other jobs and as that is the 
only work doing at present - Duluth is a 
good city to fight shy of. Two or three of 
our members ar^ laid off now waiting for 
seme work to turn up. As it is nearly time 
I should go to work I will close by knock- 
ing out' tbe 

CIRCUIT BREAKER. 

lA>cal TTsion No. 32. 

Lima, O., March 7, 1900. 
Editor Electrical Worker: 

I thought 1 would drop a few lines to let 
the boys- know 'that we are still living. Am 
not much of -a scribe, but\ thought it-would 
he better than nothing. Our P. S. has left 
the city and I thought to g€t ray two-cents 
worth in. Well, we are holding together 
yet, and that's about all; all there are left 
are working, we got a sleet storm on the 
ist 'and all the telephone strings are down. 

Bro. Davis is always growling when be 
strikes a place where there are fifty or 
sixty wires down, well, in fact he is always 
growling any «-av. 

The Lima Telephone Go. got the worst 
of the storm, but is going to rebuild in tbe 
spring and is going to put in some under- 
gr«UBd. There will be some work here 
ier the boys who have cards up-to-date,- in 
about two months, and lots of it. The U. 
S. Tel. Co. has been doing some work 
around here, but haven't done much since 
the storm. Well, I am a kind of a block- 
head, so wont say much. Hoping the 
..editor will straighten this letter out so it 
can. go into print, I am 

Fraternally yours, 

e.'kraus.. 

Irocal Union No. 34. 

Peoria, 111., March 7th, 1900. 
Editor Electrical Worker : 

Well, here we are again, around to the 
time for another letter to the Worker. I 
will forward what little news I have picked 
up, as news is scarce. 

Well, L. U. No. 34 is still coming to the 
front and the future looks bright. We 
added another new light to our circuit last 
meeting night and there are a few more to 
ride the goat next meeting. We have 
rounded up about all the outside men un- 
der our banner and hope to catch the few 
stnigglers who are a little bashful before 
long. Some of the members have fallen 
by the wayside for some reason or another. 
We are sorry to see them go but they are 
the losers. We must not scold them, but 
do as the noted Shepard did with his lost 
sheep and all will be well. 

Bro. James W. Cronger of L. U. No. 9 in 
good standing with a traveling card was 
admitted as a member to L. U. No. 34. He. 
is working for the G. E. Light Co. 

I want to call the attention of some of 
the members of No. 34 who are a little 
slow in attending meetings that your pres- 



ence is wanted, for ve have business and 
lots of it to attend to. Smoke up now, 
brothers, and turn out for tbe hall will be 
warm as Brc. McC;»riny has voiu.iteered 
to act as janitor and keep tiie real box full 
of coal. 

Oh, yes, we must not forget tbe marriage 
of Bro. Frank ' Hickman. He went to 
Pekin and found a young lady who was 
willing to have her name changed and 
make Peoria her home. Now 1 thought 
Frank was acting kind of funny, for he was 
al! the time singing "Only One Girl for 
Me," or " Send Me a Kiss by Wire." Now 
he is a lovely singer. Vou ought to hear 
him; he would make a warm member for 
the Salvation Army. Well, the best wishes 
are extended him an-rl his better-haU by all 
the brothers uf No. 34. 

I would like 1.0 state to the locals, as they 
will be anxious to know, that Jimmie Kane, 
one of the oldest linemen in the business, 
is in Peori& and is stiii oh top. 

Well, as for work heie.'at the present it 
is a little slow but the prospects in the 
spring look good. 

As it is getting late 1 wi!! ring off. 
Yours trulv, 
J. A. RUTHERFORD, 
_ P. S. 

IfOcal Union No. 35. 
Hetkimer, N. Y., Mar. 7, 1900. 
Editor Electrical Worker: 

1 was appointed to M'rite a few lines 
to let the brothers throughout the country 
know that we have a local. No doubt they 
will have to consult a map to find out 
Yrbere this place is at, but nevertheless we 
have about twelve members at present. 
Work is plenty; the .Central Construction 
are installing telephone exchan,ges here, 
and also at Ilion, and will start work 
shortly at Mohawk and Frankfotl. 

We hold our meetings second and fourth 
Saturday evenings. We have lively meet- 
ings sometimes. Tbe old generals tbat 
float in ' .put Jots of vim in the younger 
'members. As this is my first attempt to 
write I hope this short letter will satisfy. 
I will cut out. NIGGER. 

T/Ocal Uision No. 37. 

- Hartford, March S, l9to.' 
Editor Electrical Worker: 

It gives us pleasr.re tc note tbe increase 
to onr directory of Locals and" we hope the 
good work will coatihiie, we are also 
pleased to see v. irb each issue of xae Worker 
the Secretary's and Treasurer's report. 
There need be no dunbt in our minds as to 
tbe financial standin:; of the Frothorhood, 
fignres are facts and it is a good place to 
put tbem where we cat: ail Imve a look at 
them. I for one will v.-atch them with in- 
tei'est, fro;n the fact t'.iat r.;.) fipprcp.nation 
of f 500 T. as made 10 better org-miz? in this 
section cf tbe courtry at tbe last Conven- 
tion. I may be wroc^; in thinking, but I 



am of the opinion that many thon.ijht that 
the appropriations made at the Convention 
were excessive. I have but to account for 
one of the appropriations, and I certainly 
knew what I was doing when I a-sked for 
the appropriation for the New England 
States. I doubt if there was any one in 
this' section quite as familiar with the con- 
ditions as I happened to be. I held the 
important commission as Organizer for 
two years previous to tbe Convention and 
used up considerable time, writing paper, 
postage stamps, etc., in trying to organize. 
What was accomplislied ? nothing, well 
just keep your eyes on the report of Secre- 
tary and Treasurer, look at the directory 
of Locals, and figure on an expenditure of 
$300 to date, and yon have the whole busi- 
ness in a nutshell, exclusive, however, of 
the added strength which must necessarily 
come to every newly organized local. ' I 
am not looking for any of the credit that 
might be due on the good that has been 
done the Brotherhood, for the opportuuity ■ 
was only mine of getting the appropria- 
tion, and I doubt if the opportuuity had 
been mine, that so much wotild have been 
accomplished in tbe field organizing. The 
Executive Board acted -wisely in sending 
our Grand Treasurer to do the ca-ganizing, 
and I can assure the Brotherhood his work, 
has been very satisfactory to me, and the 
impression he left a credit to a member 
and executive officer of our organization. 

Was pleased to learn shortly after Febru- 
ary Worker reached me that the diffimlty 
between our men of Locals 87, 20 and the 
New Jersey Telephone Co. was settled to 
the entire satisfaction of the men. I knovr- 
they feel rewarded for the manly stand 
they to<>k in the matter, and instead of - 
dodging in an alley, or running up some 
side street to get out of the way of a union, 
man they can come right up the middle of 
the main street with a look of satisfaction 
on tlieir faces, extend a clean hand, with a 
record of loyalty to their obligation be-- 
hind it. The fact must not be forgotten 
too that there was some ]q)-alty sho-wn by 
the brothers in their assistance in sending 
in financial support when the appeal was 
made by our Grand President, that 35 cents 
per member should be sent to the general 
office to assist in -winning out. Local 57 
responded immediately and I doubt if there 
was a local -who did not respond, if there 
was any I would like to know of it, so that 
we might get religious some day, and fol- 
low the teachings of the good book "Do 
to others, as they should do to yoi!. " Now 
3Ur. Editor with the many coutribntioiy; 
you -will be likely to have I had better not 
tax your capacity fiu'tiier. In conclusion 
will say, business good, the weather line, 
the outlook very encouraging. 

SHSEHAN. 

I/Ocal "Union No. 38. 

Cleveland, O., March 9, io<x>. 
Editor Electrical Worker : 
Rain, sleet, and ice and every other dis- 
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conragiiig clement was in evidence here in 
tiic: wef-k of March 3rd. We certainly had 
sleet wliich done thousands of dollars 
worth ot damage. The local Bell Tele- 
phone Co. suffered the most. Pole lines 
with twelve and thirteen cross arms were 
broke off as though they were made of 
sticks, and having telephone service now 
outside of the underground service, is out 
of the question. It is estimated that it 
will take from thirty to sixty days to get 
temporary service again. The Cuyahoga 
Tel. Co. did not suffer so much from the 
effects of the sieei, as their new construc- 
tion was able to carry the tons of ice. The 
local weather man says that ^ever in the 
history of Cleveland was such a sleet storm 
known to have crossed this part of the 
countrj'. Oar city was completely tied up 
for two days; electric street cars were un- 
able to move, and the cable lines were on 
the bum. The damage to fruit and shade 
trees was enormous, which money cauuot 
replace for j-ears to come. 

Of course linemen are now in demand 
and many more are wanted. The inside 
wiremen are not very busy these days and 
quite a number of our brothers are out of 
work, and the prospects arc that our line 
of work will not pick up for some weeks 
yet. The boycott on the Empire Theater 
was declared off b^' the Central Labor Union 
»nd also by the B. T. C, as the two labor 
organizations came to a settlement with 
Manager Erick, The terms are that all 
new work done in the future is to be done 
by union workmen, and union Musicians 
and stage hands are to be employed. So 
that, is off of our minds now. Local 3S 
initiated fonr new candidates at our last 
meeting and more are coming. We have 
our new agreenieni out for tiie contractors 
to sign which will mean an increase in 
wages I won't say ai)y more on this sub- 
ject this time, but you will hear of this 
later. The bill regulating construction of 
electrical work -.vas given final coosidera- 
tion by the Builders' Exchange directors 
Tnesday, March 6th, and it will be intro- 
duced in the legislature next week. Under 
this bill, persons engaged in the construc- 
tion of electrical apparatus must pass an 
examination and take out a license. It is 
a que.<;tion now if this bill can be passed, as 
ii will conflict with a man's civil rights; as 
aeer as I can understand it this bill bes 
been gotten up for the benefit of a few, it 
shall only be applied to the contractor and 
iiCt to the worku:..;i, a::d if this is the ciibe 
rll our brothers will be barred from ever 
doing an electric job for himself. If, as I 
Said above, this bill becomes a law, it will 
]>tace every member of our organization 
under the direct control of the electrical 
contrtiCtors. For instance, if any one of 
our members is laid off or discharged for 
so-ne reason or other, or possibly for lack 
of sufficient work, this law will then pre- 
vent him from seeking honest employment 



at his trade with other than the local con- 
tractors, as it will be considered an offense 
punishable by a fine or imprisonment for a 
wireman to take i contract on his own ac- 
count. New, this is an injustice and every 
one of us should be wide awake and fight 
this infamous bill, which is giving a 
monopoly to the electrical contractors of 
Cleveland and vicinity. Several of our 
brothers have been up to see some of the 
officials of the Builders' Exchange to try 
aiid get a glimpse at this bill which they 
are drafting, but they have been given 
different excuses, such as it is not com- 
pleted yet, etc. This bill is going to have 
a sleeper or several sleepers in it, and we 
are not supposed to know anything about 
it until it is passed. We, as electrical 
workers don't object '.o having a fair deal, 
but this bill won't give us a bit of protec- 
tection. It will do us harm and will even- 
tually bar us from making a livelihood at 
our trade. I noticed in last mouth's Worker 
where Senator Chandler, of New Hamp- 
shire introduced a similar bill in the U. S. 
Senate, to regulate electric wiring in the 
District of Columbia. So we, as locals, 
can readil}- see how things are being regu- 
lated, they are being regulated for the 
monopolists, and not for the welfare of the 
craftsmen. I tell you, brothers, through- 
out our country it behooves us to concen- 
trate our actions together and send our 
representatives to the territory wherever 
such infamous bills are laying to be pushed 
through the various state legislatures. 
Yours fraternally, 
FRANK C. HEGENER. 

Press Sec. 

X^ocal Union No. 40. 
St. Joseph, Mo., March 4, 1900. 
Editor Electrical Worker: 
We are not doing much this month 011 

account of severe weather; our outside 
men are about all working, but some of 
our inside men are idle. We are expect- 
ing quite a boom this spring, and will have 
plenty of work. The citj' plant will have 
to be extended, as they have taken in sev- 
eral miles of new teriitory. The Ry. Co. 
is trying hard to get the city lighting, but 
will hardly do it under the present man- 
agement, as they cannot furnish light at 
the same rate as it is now costing the city. 

We have never received any official in- 
formation that we are the International 
Brotherhood, but take it for granted that 
we are, I tliiak it ■•vould l;e a good idu^ 
to have a couvention eve'-y year, there are 
so many laws that need changing, and we 
need a great many more to make our or- 
ganization up to dale. We want a law to 
prevent a brother, after being suspended 
from his union, from' going elsewhere and 
joining as a new member without squaring 
up with his former union. This is being 
done every day. 

On Feb. 15th we entertained our lady 



frieiids; it is needless to say that we had a 
good time, as it was almost impossible to 
get them to leave even after the music had 
gone, it is customary with No. 40 to give 
one or two smokers every year, and es sure 
as the ladies find it out they make prepa- 
rations to attend also. Well, this was for 
the benefit of the ladies and children, and 
they enjoyed it so well that they wanted 
us to have another right' away. In our 
lodge room we had Bro. Schneider's man- 
dolin club, composed of himself, Mr. Kell, 
Bode Heim and Johnson. They made the 
most charming music and delighted the 
card players at the numerous tables about 
the room. In hall No. 3 we had Bro. Wal- 
ler's Lugas Town Band, which could play 
only two pieces, first a waltz and then a ' 
dance. Every one, old and young, danced, 
and would have been there yet, but the 
musicians-were union men and would not 
play after 12 o'clock. And the supper! 
Well, we bad more than would go around. 
They all brought their baskets, and brought 
them full, and some of the brothers brought 
fruit. The tables being all set up in the 
afternoon, all they had to do was to pile 
the stuff upon them. There were eighty 
of us all told, and we had enough left to 
feed forty more. I would like to mention 
the good things that they ail brought, but 
I have already taken up too much of your 
valuable space. 

Bro. Edw. Bartlctt is very sick with what 
the doctor calls rhenmatism. This is the 
second attack and it may be some time 
before he is out again. 

Several of the brothers are already plug- 
ging to be a delegate to St. Louis. I,t's a 
good thing to have something to get them 
to lodge once iu a while. There are sev- 
eral of the city employees behind in their 
dues. They are more able than any one 
to keep ahead. Come on, boys; pay up. 
We need the money, and you ma}' need us 
before election is over. 

Yours, P. S. 

■ IfOcal Union No. 43. 

Syracuse, N. Y., March 9, 1900. • 
Editor Electrical Worker: 

.■^s it is lime for me to write to our 
journal, I will try to let other locals know 
■what No. 43 is doing. 

Work is not very plentiful this month so 
far, but we all expect to see it boom again 
before long. 

Chap. M. Winaker, one of our members, 
was buviiy iiijared last Wedntaday while 
repairing a light in front of one of the 
down-town stores. He was at work on a 
ladder, when one of those fellows who is 
always looking everywhere except in front 
of him, ran into his ladder and knocked it 
from under him, breaking his arm and 
nose and otherwise bruising him. We ail 
hope to see him with us as soon as pos- 
sible. There is about two feet oi the 
beautiful snow on the ground at pi e^ent. 
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At oar last regular meeting we appointed 
a committee to call, on the mayor and ask 
bim tQ see that all- city appointments of 
electricians shall be union men. 

Th» is all I can think of for this time. 
Hoping that I am not too latc/I remain, 
Yours fraternally, 

H. E. YORICER, 

Press Sec. 



I^ai Union No. 44. 
Rochester, N. Y., March 5, 1900. 
.£ditor Electrical Worker: 

The object of my letter to the Worker 
this month is not to inform oar brother 
members tfaroaghout tbe;coantry that Bro. 
Jones has bought a ne-w pair of shoes, 
-which bear the onion label, or that Bro. 
Smith, has got a new hat, but to discuss the 
labor .question in general, as it stands to- 
' day, in this beantifal city of flowers. 

Thexe never was a time in the history of 
the labor movement in this city vrhen all 
organizations -were in such a flourishing 
conditiou as tbey are at the present time. 
.With the increasing membership of the 
older imions^, and the forming of new 
ones, Rochester is fast becoming an ideal 
imicm city. Those on the outside of the 
nnionsare beginning to learn what union 
men have long known, "that in tmion 
there is strength.." 

How many men there are who will not 
join a labor iinicn simply because of some 
real or fancied wrong which they suppose 
to exist. How often our doubts are trait- 
ors, and make us lose the good we oft 
might win, by fearing to attempt. 

They are slaves who fear to speak 

For the falling and the weak; 

They are slaves, who weakly choose 

Hatred, scoflSng and abuse. 

Rather they in silence shrink 

Prom the truths their needs inust think! 

They are slaves who dare not be ^ 

In the right for two or three. 

— ^Lowell. 

If a wrong eadsts in the union it is the 
duty of such men to join and help to blot 
• it oat by their influence and good ex- 
amples. 

They can never accomplish anything 
while they are on the outside, and the or- 
ganiattions cannot accomplish all they de- 
sire ca- benefit all they wish to while part 
of the men in the trades are pulling on the 
wrong end of the rope. 

There are others who never have had 
unionism properly explained, who have 
never heard or re^d of only one side of the 
question, and that side they generally get 
from the daily papers. 

To such men you can talk, and if you 
present the aims and objects of your orr 
ganization, and the benefits to be derived 
by becoming a member of a labor organi- 
zation, in most every case they vdVi join 
and become good members and hard work- 
ers in the cause for justice. But then 



there is that other fellow; you have all 
met him, the one that is a good "union 
maii " at bea).+ (?) He believes in union 
principles, he ■will tell yon, and is in favor 
of the uciotis, but you conld not induce 
him to join a labor unicm undtr any cir- 
ciinstauces. iie is the man who is afraid 
h«> wiil loc-e his job if he joins the union. 
He will fird the most trifling excuses for 
not joining, ■w.ch a« the daes are too high 
or there is someone tUere that he dius not 
like, or there is something in the constitu- 
tion that does not suit him, or there are 
some laws in the by-Ltws that are not 
satisfactory. Well, we have some of that 
kind htre in Rochester, but I Sm happy to 
state that they are very few, and I think 
that socn tbey will see the error of their 
ways. 

Let us all ptit our shoulder to car grand 
caui^e, and in doing so remember that if 
you wish to succeed: 

Stick to your union like a leech. 

Semember your faulis, and don't be too 
hard oa others. 

Tmst your officers and be careful in 
selecting them. 

Where there is one maggot there will 
soon be more. 

Doti't be the first. 

Don't magnify your owh sacrifiees. 

Others have made sacrifices quite as 
great. 

Yonrs fraternally, 

F. C. SPRAGUS, 

Press Sec. 



Jtoessl Union No. 46. 

Lowell, Mass., March 9, igoo. 
Editor Electrical Worker : 

I beg- that members of No. 46 will par- 
don my negligence 'last month, but the 
truth of the matter is that 1 forgot the let- 
ter to the Worker until the first of Febru- 
ary- and then I bad no time, for checks and 
things, rolled in on me so fast that I hid 
all I could do to catch them. You will 
notice that T say " checks and things," and 
1 don't mind saying that they were mostly 
"things" and those things were bills. 
. I am sorry to say that there is nothing 
• very encouraging to report from No. 46; it 
is still in the same old rut, from which even 
the eloquence of the Grand Treasurer 
could not arouse us for any great length of 
time. But we' are still on earth and prob- 
ably will continue to be for a long time to 
come in spire of the hopes cf several ex- 
members, whose egotism leads them to 
believe that we cannot ezist without them 
but they were never so much mistaken in 
their lives, as so far from being any worse 
off without them than we were with them, 
quite the contrary is the case, as they are 
like a dose of poison, better out.?ide than in. 

Vi'e all t'nink that it is. a grand, good 
work that Bv >. Wissinger is doing in the 
New England States and fee! assured that 
he is the " right man in the right place," 



and success is sure to crown his etCortF. 
The good he now dees wi!! live alter birr. 

It is with sorrow that we learn of the 
death of an ex-nvember of our local, 
Arthur L. Bond, whose death occurred in 
Milford, Mass. My information on the 
subject is very meagre but I understand 
that he received a shock while on a pole. 

Our election "of officers was held at an 
adjourned meeting in January, and as you 
have not had a letter from No. 46 since, I 
think it time that the directory in the 
Worker should be changed to read as fol- 
lows: 

Pres. — James Davidson. 

Vice-Pres. — Harry Harding. 

Fin. Sec. — Lester G. Hall. 

Treas. — Michael Quinn. . 

Rec. Sec. — John Connors. 

Also it should be recorded that meet 
every Thursday evening in Engineers' 
hall, Wyman's Exchange Bidg., cor. Cen- 
tral and Mwrimack sts., and any n:ie;r;bers 
of the I. B. E. W. coming to this city will 
find a cordial welcome awaiting them 
there. 

It is with pride that I mention the fact 
that Bro. Harry Harding, the only uuion 
contractor in town, is cutting into the busi- 
ness of the non-union contractors in great 
shape, and the only fault he has is that he 
is inclined to work overtime himself v.h.-^n 
he might hire good union help enough to 
do the extra work during the d.ny. Bro. 
Davidson is doing the best class of trans- 
former work this town has ever known. 
Bro. Hall is building a motor cycle or a 
cycle motor, I forget which, and inciden- 
tally is helping to keep Derby & Morse 
from getting their telephone circuits a!! 
balled up. Bro. Quinn is nursing an em- 
bryo mustachio. of which he is very pioud. 
Bro. MoDenRott has gone to Philadelphia 
and I am sure that members of that local 
will not find any flies on him. Bro. Gregg 
is-tbe Beau Brummel of 46 and the ladies 
can't resist him. Bro. Barrett is enjoying 
the balmy breezes of Pawtucketville (a 
suburb of Lowell). Bro. Connors is dodg- 
ing red hot circuits in the big, machine, 
shop. Bro. McQuade is learning the elec- 
trical alphabet while pulling wires for Ero, 
Harding. Bro. Donahue is looking for .-. 
"soft thing" as telephone inspector. Ero. 
Anderson is the right hand man of Bro. 
Davidson. Bro. Asselin must be in a bad 
way, as I hear he has not slept a night for 
two months; works nights to save room 
rent and sleeps days to save board, and he 
is a married man too; sorry for him. We 
have not seen Bro. Cullen at the union 
lately, as his wife has been sick; it is need- 
less to say that he has the sympathy of tlie 
boys. 

I won't mention any more of the boys 
this time, as 1 will want something to write 
about next trip. 

4-1 1-44. 
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X<ocal Union No. 47. 
Sicux City, la., March 3, 1900. 
Editor Electrical Worker: 

TLis is niy first attempt as a correspond- 
ent to a valuable paper. I never wrote up 
any murder cases nr love affairs, but I 
shall certainly do the best I can at writing 
for the beneiit of our order. . 

No. 47 is still alive and prospering. We 
Iwe elected oar officers .for the present 
year and have cnt in about ten new Mghts 
in our circuit since our last letter aud 
have more applications to cnt in at our 
next meeting. Work has been very good 
here this -winter, but wages small. We 
are trjnnj^ for a r&ise now. I think there 
v.ill be plenty of work here this .snmnier, 
as the la. Telephone Co. has bought out 
the Hoine Co. and are going to rebuild 
and cable all their lines. We now have an 
electrical inspector and he belongs to 47. 
All work must be done right and by right 
people to pass his eye. Election is close 
at hand and the. union workers are going 
to put in .those in favor of union labor if 
possible. 

ITie foUoidng officers were elected at 
om' last meeting: 

Pres. — J. J. Sullivan. 

Vice-I'res. — A. Wis-son. 

R. S.— C. H. Lir.dgren. . 

F. S.— V.'. Tniax. 

Treas.— J. F. Goldsmith. 

P. S.— A. Wisson. 

Foreman — W. E. IJndsey. 

First Inspector; — M. P. Kinney. 

Second Inspector — Kjsos. 

Trustee— A. J. I'nivob. 

Trades and Labor Com. — J. J. Sullivan, 
M. P. Kinney, \\\ Truax. 

This is all I have to say, so I will cut the 
circuit aud leave it open till next ineetiug. 
Fraternally yours, 

A. .WISvSON, 

Press Sec. 

I,ocal Unioti No. 48. 

Richmond, Va., Feb. 2S, 1900. 
Editor Electrical Worker: 

Through you to our brothers of the I. R. 
IJ. W. we wish to make our initiatory jour- 
nalistic bow. Through the untiring efforts 
of 3ro. J. S. Jiles and with tlie help of a 
few of us here, we have succeeded in or- 
ganizing a local in this place, and have a 
good number of boys to start on. We have 
J 4 charter members' aud prospects are 
bright for adding as many more to our 
ranks by the time you hear from us again, 
"l is true we have some hard cases to deal 
with, but the hardest battle is fought and 
the Biotherijood came out victorious in 
getting a local started here, and llie boys 
all say we are here to stay, and that we 
have hung our charter on the wall not to 
be taken down; and we are going to do our 
little bit to convince those who are here 
and say they don't know whether to join 
us or not, and don't know whether they 



could be'tlar their condition or i!ot by com- 
ing in the Hrotherbood, that we will do 
our best to betiti their present conditiou.- 
I certainLy don't see how they could worst 
themselves, for thp' a are plenty of those 
same fe'iiows working side by side with a 
negro for f 1.50 for ieu lumrs, and if there 
is any favor shown it is to his black part- 
ner. So if be thinks be can't better his 
present condition he bad better get oil the 
e-^rtli and leave his hooks behind, and if 
he happens to visit another planet, to tell 
those he meets that there is nothing bad 
the matter with him, only the wheels in 
his cocoanut are out of fis and he got lost 
arid forgot where he was going when he 
started to work that morning. But I rath- 
er think a little patience and a lot of talk- 
ing will be the best way to get those fel- 
lows right and get ibeir names on applica- 
tions, accompanied with the coin. I am 
satisfied there are a number who will come 
in at once, and have been only waiting for 
us to get the local started. 

The Bell company are doing quite a bit 
of work here at the present time in re-' , 
building their Hues, but ^2.00 a day, I am 
told, is the best paid. The Light, an" op- 
position compan}», are doing nothing, and 
I would advise all liueuien to give Rich- 
mond a wide berth and mark her off their 
map at present, so if you don't get disgust- 
ed with this guff I hope the press secretary 
will do a great deal better in the next issue 
.of the Worker. 

As this is my first attempt I will close 
my trap with the best of wishes of success 
to Local 20, ill Brooklyn, aud the boj-s in 
Newark, N. J. 

Yours fraternally, 
JACK GILES. 

X/Ocq,l Union No. 49. 

Chicago. 

Editor Electrical Worker: 

Chicago is in a bad plight. The build- 
ing industries are prostrated. Labor is 
sriair. asseiting' its strength. Contractors 
are boastful and defiant and nnateriai men 
have shut down their plants. It is a strike, 
and one which is injuring tht very city it- 
self and discouraging the investments of 
capital. 

Non-union men are being employed by 
the contractors and violence has already 
run riot between union and non-union men 
with serious and fatal consequences. The 
question is being considered as never be- 
fore as to whether union labor is pre- 
ferable to non-union labor, People are 
asking what virtue is their in hiring union 
me?, and being compelled to recognize 
and abide by their rules when non-union 
men can perform the work as well and are 
willing to do it. 

In order for the union to succeed as it 
deserves it must have some other superior 
tjualttication outside of the fact that it is a 
union. If a non-union man can perform 



the work as well as a union man— is will- 
ing to work and is paid as much as a union 
man demands, the public wants to know 
why the non-union man should be pre- 
vented from working by united labor — 
why he should be menaced or his life 
threatened ? 

The answer to these questions can be 
foynd in the fact that now the laborer 
works eight hours per day instead of twelve 
—that wages have been increased by lea- 
son of the union's existence and its mighty 
demand for compliance with its request — 
that overtime for day work and double 
lime for work on the Sabbath day have 
been accomplished by union of labor. But 
considering all the advantages gained by 
the union of labor and the concerted and 
united e£Forts of its organiz.ations which 
hav made' possible those advantages, and 
the further fact that these advantages could 
not have been obtained except by the 
union of laboring men, yet the time is 
coming when union labor must have some 
other reason for being prefered to non- ■ 
union labor than the reason that the union 
can force its demands if not complied with 
by the employing class. The time is com- 
ing when we must demand that union 
labor be preferred not only for present 
and past reasons, but for the new and 
added reason that union labor is the best 
labor. That it gives better service. That 
it does better work. That it has the best 
artisans and workmen. 

Local union 49 of the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers have 
decided to meet this question now by 
establishing a school of instruction where- 
in the best teachers and experts will train 
and educate the members in their work, so 
as to in every way make them complete 
masters of their trade. The union aims to 
have a system of instruction so thorough 
that every member will be capable to 
take ibe position of city electrician instead 
of the position of city trimmer. 

We want instruction so that we can 
truthfully claim to be superior to the non- 
union workman. Time is coming when 
superiority alone will make us preferred to 
the non-union workman. 

With our treasuries loaded with gold and 
silver we arc in a position to strike out in 
this line and amaze the world of social 
economy and sociology. The time is al- 
most here when our rules and demands 
will be complied with by the public and 
the non-union workmen will enjoy the same 
'.r^r.tmer.t as v,'e receive. He will bo;ic'fit 
by our demands and our labors. The pub- 
lic will grant to them everything tho.t is 
granted to us._ Then merit and efficiency, 
superiority and proficiency alone will de- 
termine whether union or non-union labor 
shall be preferred by the employing class. 

We are going to secure the best pro- 
fessors of our technical schuol.s, t'ne best 
artisans in the labor world, the best nia- 
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cbinists and the best mechanics, and fully 
prepare for the future when the most mer- 
itorious alone shall be preferred — whether 
union or non-union. 

Yours fraternally, 
HENRY H. MARTIN, 
, Press Sec. 

IfOcal Union No. 51. 
Pittsburg, Pa., March 9, 190a 
Bditx>r Blectricai Worker: 

Weil, brothers, 51 is in it at last. As I 
stated in my last, that their would be 
something new in my next letter, I did not 
think it would be trouble, as no doubt you 
will readily see it is. \ 
fcTwo weeks ago it was announced in the 
works of the Pressed Steel Car Works at 
McKees Rocks, that all crane operators 
would be -put under jurisdiction of the fore- 
men, in various departments. That would 
mean a little inconvenience to the crane 
operators. We do not want to be pulled 
around by the nose by every Tom, Dick 
and Harry who has a little authority in the 
Pj-cssed Steel Car Works; we have a fore- 
naan in electrical department, who knows 
when a crane is running right or wrong and 
we want to be under his jurisdiction; other- 
wise, we would be called down and dis- 
charged without a satisfactory cause and 
the next thing would be a Dago, or 
Spaniard or any old thing who ever saw a 
wheelbarrow, would be put up in the cage 
to operate the electric crane, and that 
would mean, well about 17c per hour, 
making a good guess. The boys on that 
plant, numbering 30, realized this, and 
came to the conclusion that they would 
make a squeal, and they did it ; the result 
was that they were reinstated under juris- 
diction of their former foreman. 
. The next day, March ist, they made a 
demand that they receive 25c per hour, 
giving the firm until noon to reply. The 
firm could not reply by that time so it was 
extended to 5 p. m. same day. When that 
time arrived there was not a reply for them 
so they went out, in the meantime the firm 
telephoned around to the car barns in both 
cities, Pittsburg and Allegheny, for motor- 
men to come down and take the place of 
the striking cranemen. The result was 
some of our boys' places were filled. And 
the firm even offered the rats wages rang- 
ing from 25 to 35 and 40 cents per hour, to 
get up there and run the blocks up or cut 
men to pieces ; that is about all they are 
doing over there at the present time. 

Local 5 1 lias good union men employed 
in the shop mentioned, and some of the 
boys notified us they were out for 25c per 
hour, and of course to help the good cause 
along we made our demand for 25c per 
hour also. In the Allegheny works of said 
firm, we have 32 crane operators on our 
side and we are all out. . When our fore- 
man took our notice to the firm we were 
' instructed to meet at 12 m. and get our 



answer ; thct was this, v. e were called- up 
individuaily and asked if we wc'e gc;ng to 
stay or not. The reply was '.hat we. viould 
stay for 250 per hour, if v.-e w.-'uid not 
stay. When we made our demand there 
was nothing- else to do but stick together, 
as we are all going to do. 

We were notified to call Saturday morn- 
ing and receive our pay, which we did, 
thus making it.a complete lockout. 

The morning we, the Allegheny work- 
men, made our demand, the. firm secured 
14 inoiormen, and kepi them secreted in 
the office until v.-e were dismissed. At i 
p. m. they marched out to various psrts of 
the shop and each took a crane ; well this 
dirt not amount tc much, for as soon as 
they were informed by some of the riveters 
employed there that there was a strike on 
among the bnys, one of them said : 

'• Why, we are white," but we ■ were told 
thai the boys were out in sympathy with 
one of their ivjmber who v.-ere discharged, 
so when told that it wjis a case of asking 
for more money they deliberately got down 
-from the cranes and walked out. The re- 
sult was 14 started and 14 quit— headway 
— nothing. We cannot get'any of the daily 
papers io pubiish our side of the strike at 
all ; they refuse to' do so, although they 
will print anything on the firm'-s side will- 
ingly. Following is a statement wKich ap- 
peared in to-day's issue of The lAjwer 
Alleghenian, the first paper to print a cor- 
rect statement : " The strike first started 
at the McKees Rocks plant, because the 
hoys demanded better wages, and not be- 
cause some men were discharged, as has 
been nublishtd in t-hs dsiiy press. When 
the men ssked ior more nioney they were 
'put o2 until Monday, In the meantime 
the company advertised in all the papers 
and applied to the employment oinces for 
cranemen. When the boys found this out 
they went out on -strike. The strike first 
started Thursday night at McKees P.ocks, 
and on Friday the men working at Al- 
legheny plants struck." 

" The compaiiy not only advertised and 
applied to the employment pgenci^."; for 
cranemen, but also went to all' the car 
barns and hired 14 mntorn^en, on the claim 
that the cranemen attc-ded a b^U and 
were all drunk and v.-ere hrcd. When the 
motormen found out riifferei't they refused 
to go to work." 

" What made the men ask for more 
wages was that the company put the floor 
men un piece work, ho ihat iney were put- 
ting out more work. The cranemen have 
to furnish them with material and take it 
away again, so why should they not have 
more money (or the extra v.'ork ? " 

"The other men are quUring because 
inexperienced cranemen are ruuD'ng the 
cranes." 

According to the statement of the strik- 
ers, some si.xty odd men are our. 

Tuesday the men in iho car (("pariment 



struck, claiming their v/ork was rendered, 
extra hazardous by the inexperienced men 
employed on the cranes. About 1,000 men 
are out. It is claimed a number of men 
have been injured since the inexperienced 
men were hired to take the place of the 
cranemen. 

It is an awful sight to see, men, hard- 
working men at that, with families to sup- 
port, leave their happy homes at 6 a. m. to 
go out and earn bread to fill the little 
mouths at home, and be brought home 
dead, probably without a head. This is 
the result of inexperienced cranemen or 
rats as I'll call them. 

. A little incident occurred the pther day 
in regard to the reason why a man will 
take another man's job who is out, to try 
and better his state of life financially. 
There was a man questioned one of these 
rats, and asked him why he lowered him-- 
self to such a point as to scab, he said, 
" Partner, I am a married man; I have a 
sick wife to support and three small chil- 
dren to feed, if it was not for that I would 
not take this job." His friend said, " Well, 
it is a very hard thing to see a man in 
need, but don't you know that by putting 
bread in your babe's little mouth you are 
taking it out of others ? " These men have 
wives and families to keep as well as you, 
and if you are a man you will not stop to 
consider this matter further, but quit." 
He quit the next day. 

Things are looking very bright at pres- 
ent. All the boys are taking it good- 
natured, enjoying life, just as though noth- 
ing has happened. 

1 will state further that local 5 has a few 
men in this strike too, but the prospects 
look bright and no doubt in a short time, 
local 51 will have another "vie." 

Brothers we have a lot of good, indus- 
trious sober men in local 51, and these 
statements of us getting drunk are all 
void. And I hope and trust we will all 
stick together as I fee! assured we will ; by 
thus doing we are sure to pome out all 
right. 

Fourth Vice-president F.|H. Russell was 
with us for a few days but he goes home 
tonight. " Uncle Tom," Grand President 
Thomas Wheeler, arrived yesterday and 
will stay for a few days. Hoping vi^e have 
the good wishes of our brother locals I beg 
to remain fraternally, 

"STAY OUT," 
Press Sec. 

l/ocal Union No. 52. 

Newark, N. J., March 7th, 1900.. 
Editor Electrial Worker: 

Dear Sir, I beg your pardon and that of 
the members of No. 52 for sending you 
such a sljort letter. 

I am glad to say tiiat the r.inks are still 
growing, applications applying for niein- 
bersbip each meeting right. Three can- 
didates took their medicine like heroes, 
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one of theJiij for reasons best known to 
himself, w&s worked in great shape, b-'t 
he stood it all right. 

Most 0/ the readers of the last nuuibei 
oi the Worker noticed an error (a typo- 
graphical one very probably), the Grand 
Secretary has credited No. 52 with ^51. 30, 
instead of $90.50, and we would be pleaded 
to see it corrected in the next issue. 

We wish to inform all electrical workers 
throughout the land and other lands, that 
■we are going to hold an electrical display 
and reception on Wednesday, April 18th, 
1900, at Haeberle's two halls on Spring- 
field Avenue. Tickets, 50 cents, admitting 
gentleman -and lady. It is going to be 
something superb, some of Newark's big- . 
gest contractors are going to donate the 
use of all the paraphernalia necessary to 
make it a success, so locals from all parts 
of the universe will please make a note (>f 
the time and place, so that, if they are in 
this neighborhood, they can come and 
have a good time. 

Yours li-uly, 
PRYCE BAMFORD, P. S. 

71 South 13th Street, 
Newark N.J. 

P. S. — This joke originated in Crocker 
Wheeler Co.'s shop : Unionist to non- 
unionist — Phew, there's a rotten smell to 
that tobacco. Non-unionist — It is good 
nuiou tobacco. ' Unionist — Yes, I know, 
but it is a scab snicking it. 

Z«ocal Union Ko. 55. 

Des Moines, la.. Mar. 7, 1900. 
Editor Electrical Worker: 

Since our last letter some of our brothers 
have met with somewhat of a frost, we 
have four or five of the boys on the retired 
list temporarily and we hope it will only be 
for a short time. Traveling brothers kindly 
take note for we are not in a position at 
present to furnish work for any who may 
contemplate conn"ng this way. 

We have two brothers on the sick list, 
Bro. Baudewyne is still sick and Bro. Hupp 
has been unable to work for the past three 
weeks. 

The insidemen have taken the organiza- 
tion fever again for about the fifth time, 
it is hoped that they will consider their 
conditions more serious than they have in 
the past. It seems as though they are able 
to work up about two weeks enthusiasm 
every six months and the other twenty- 
four weeks they devote to petty grievances 
and hard luck tales, still while there is life 
there is hope and \vc shall not despair. 

The question of city electrician has taken 
anew life again, but whether or not we 
\vill succeed in landing it at this time 1 am 
unable to state, but there is one thing cer- 
tain that it is is a necessity for the safety of 
cur members and the advancement of our 
craft, snd we shall never drop the cjuestion" 
until we land it without regard to time or 
etloft. 



As wc have a candidaie for tomorrow 
night 1 suppose the brothers will all turn 
out to show him bow it happened. 

We have bi^en fairly -jiunned of late with 
thirteen irj'.h iLbei shells froPi the varices 
Nationai Lsbel organizations' We had at 
our last Trades and Labor Assembly a 
member o£ the Boot and Shoe Workers 
Union, he was a real cyclone orator, but 
we have not heard of any of our Interna- 
tional officers coming to luwa and I do not 
know of a state where they would" be of 
more service, as we would like to see 
unions started in the following towns: Du- 
buque, Davenport, Burlington, Cedar Rap- 
ids, Waterloo and Ottumwa. 

We have put our financial secretary on a 
salary (not a qery large salary) and we ex- 
pect n different class of work from that of- 
fice than we have received for the past 
year and a half for that has been one of the 
weak links in our chain. 

The legislative committee of the Iowa 
State Federation of Labor are doing good 
work at the Capitol this winter. I will 
make a report of the bills they are fighting 
for and against also the extent of their 
success at the close of the Legislative ses- 
sion. 

In reply to number sixty-six's proposi- 
tion regarding the permanent benefits to be 
derived from muicipal ownership will ask 
for further time to consider, but I say yes, 
and will endeavor to prove it in a later 
issue. ' 

Yours truly, 
JAS. FITZGERALD, 
Press Sec. 

l/ocal ■Union No. g6. 

Erie, Pa., March loth, 1900. 
Editor Electrical Worker : 

All that remains of'our 5th annual ball is 
the pleasant memory of its grand success, 
socially and finnnciaily. Everyone and 
their sister oi" someone's sister was there 
and enjoyed themselves immensely, and 
all voied it the social c-fT^t '^-s season. 

To entertain our guests during intermis- 
sions we had all the latest illustrated Songs; 
the singing'was by the Uem City Quartette, 
a well-known local organization, and was 
enjoyed by all. The committies consisted 
of the following brothers who are noted ex- 
cept me, for their a'oility to successfully 
conduct a ball: 

Arrangements — Bros. Carson, Hemp'e, 
Disbrow, Seaman and "Gowando" Cross. 

Reception— Bros. Hanlon,Carver, Smith. 

Flcor— Bros. Mulheirn, 0']5f:a, Hemple, 
Smith, Disbrow, Jacobs. 

In last month's Worker I mentioned how 
Bro. Pete Jacobs was getting along. My 
letter had hardly left the postoffice before 
Bro. Jacobs .met with a very painful though 
not necessarily serious accident. Pete 
started up a big cable pole on W. 7th street 
to clear some trouble. When about twenty 
feet up a step pulled out and the unfor- 



tunate ijrother fell to the ground; about 10 
ieet down he struck across a guy which 
broke his fall and undoubtedly saved him 
from serious injury. 

Bro. Carson was. confined to his home for 
about ten d.nys during the past month with 
a very severe sick spell, but was out again 
at the end of the second week as well as 
ever. 

The city electrician has all the State 
street fire alarm and police call boxes con- 
nected with the city wires in the conduit. 
Bro. Jack Donahue connected the first box. 
I understand they are going after that long 
wire of B.'-o. L. E. B's next. If Bro. C. has 
another attack of the same sickness he will 
be thin enough to hunt trouble in any old 
conduit. 

Some of the boys (the Erie Co's -gang) 
have taken up the manly art of self-defenae 
after working hours in the spacious store 
rooms of the Erie Co. We would like to 
pit our champion, Bro. Jim H. against any 
liner in the business — heavy-weight pre- 
ferred. We also think Bro. "Doc" Carver 
would prove a drawing card if he could 
find some remedy for the severe headaches 
he has every time anyone says "gloves." 

A bran new lineman arrived in town, 6 
A. M., Saturday, Feb. 34th, and is stopping 
at the home of Bro. Johnnie Disbrow. 
John came down Saturday morning with a 
fine box of cigars and smilingly announced 
"It's a boy, 8 lbs.; have a cigar." Mother 
and child are doing well. Papa is doing 
as well as can be expected. 

It never rains hut it pours. The Erie 
Times recently contained the following: 

One of the proudest men in Erie to-day 
is Mr. Jesse Miller of 2S}i West Seventh 
street, the well-known lineman \ in the 
employ of the Mutual Telephone Company, 
the occasion being the arrival of a little 
son last Sunday. Cigars are being given 
out by the wholesale. Mother and son are 
doing nicely. 

Bro. Frank O'Connell arrived in town 
Tuesday after a month in the country. 

In response to the call for aid from the 
brothers in New Jersey, 56 responded with 
a good will. This is a good cause and they 
have our best wishes for success and an- 
other mite if necessary. 

Brother Carson is looking for capital to 
push his patent incandescent lamp. I 
dcn't know whether it is used to trim trees 
or on call-box circuits, but I understand its 
a good thing. The Carson Incandescent 
Lamp Factory will be a very welcome ad- 
dition to Erie industry and its only a ques- 
tion of a very short time. 

If C. A. Turner is in the land of the liv- 
ing please communicate with Bro. Cannon, 
Bell Exchange, Erie, Pa.; and if this letter 
should reach the notice of Bra C. A. 
Eighmy it will be to his interest to com- 
municate with 56 before April Worker. 
(Important). 
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Bro. Thornton struck town the last of the 
month and .is working for the Bell. 

Work here is a little scarce just at pres- 
ent, but with good weather we expert a 
rush. Since our regular election of officers 
some changes have been made, some of the 
brothers elected being unable to serve. 
Following is a revised and complete list of 
officers: 

President— L. E. Carson. 
- Vice President — Frank Cosgrove. 

Fin. Sec— J. F. St Clair. 

Rec. Sec — J. Hemple. 

Inspector — John Miller. 

Foreman — Jesse Miller. 

Tres. and Press Sec. — f . M. Seaman. 

Business Agent— J. P. Kanlon. 

P. C. and all the boys, including myself, 
send their best regards to Homer Hamil- 
tonn, H., How's the boy? Ask Jesse Mil- 
ler, or Johnnie Disbrow. 

Bro. BobGrey is back to work after being 
laid up three weeks. Bro. John Mulheirne 
met with a very painful accident last week 
which will lay him up for some time. 
While working in the pole yard a heavy 
,pole fell on bis foot, smashing it badly. 

Poor Jim Rust struck town Thursday, D. 
and D. Friday, in durance vile Saturday. 
Sad but true; be wanted a good union man 
to get him out, but Jim is still inside. 

Fraternally yours, 
F. M. S., 
^Press Sec. 

IfOcal Union No. 58. 

Niagara Falls, N. Y., March 8th, 190a 
Bditor Electrical Worker: 

Here I am again, trying to solve what I 
am to write this month. At our last meet- 
ing we received one new light and I think 
we are sure of two at our next ; they come 
slowly but are nevertheless just what we 
are looking for. Every one counts and 
alter awhile all together we will be a much 
grander body. 

Local $8 has been holding its meetings 
in Odd FeJIows' Hall. About nine socie- 
ties meet in that hall, and No. 58 along 
with the other organizations has been asked 
to vacate at the expiration of its time, so 
we will now have to look up another hall. 

I did not attend 58's smoker, but those 
who did say they had a good time. 

Bro. R. Gent looks quite sporty with his 
new white hat. Bro. George Harrington 
seems to like the bald-headed row at the 
theatre. Thanking you kindly for a small 
space in youi paper. 

Yours, 
C. W. ASHBAUGH, 
^Press. Sec. 

I^ocal Union No. 6z. 

YouTigstown, O., March 4, 1900. 
Editor Electrical Worker: 

The first thing I want to speak about is 
Bro. Palmer, our recording secretary. At 
our last meeting he said I should be fired 
because the way I wrote they would think 



it was an orde? of grangers or soaie other 
faraier o'ganizaiion. Kov;, Sro. Palmer, 
I will say. in justice to hiin, "'ain't no 
f?Traer:" the few stray seeds ycu see on 
U?s cloibing come frorc his haoit of putting 
his iiuit between the tici.-.? *ij press it. The 
ntxt kick is irom B;o. .^rkwrigbt. He 
siiid yon spcHeu his name vroii;j and made 
a dago nstt^e of it, whereby he lost the 
sum of one dollar 10 tiie flask, light oft a 
wager. He ;^Iso s=ts for^h scrioos Juiiages 
to his' feelings. Whereas, the plaintiff 
prays ycu will ttatt that he is no dago, and 
that, the weather peiniittinr, he always 
attended the meeting befcro he was invest- 
ed with the uistingui&hed oiScc of chief 
juice producer. 

Au innovation was made, at the instance 
of the president, last meeiing. in the man- 
ner of balloting, whereby we ail lined up 
in single file and. as we went to the altar, 
we wero to strike au attilut^c, and after 
ger.tly pattiug our belly, dejjosit a white 
or black ball, as Ih.i-. case may he. But 
after .balloting a fe-.w times Bro. Z<>.ringer 
made an amendment to the motion, read- 
ing that we rcb the bald spot on our heads 
instead. Mr. '/eringer also stated that this 
was t'le sa' Jtatioii of the tribe of Africans 
he came frcm^ A livcii lnbe he sj-Xjke of 
used the other form, anrt all died of colic. 

We had an open meeting thi3''inonth. 
An open meeting is one -/.'kcre ycdi get all 
the hoboes iu town to come up and regis- 
ter their kick as lo why liiey don't belong. 
But we found four caudidate.s ansong the 
visitors, so let's have another open meet- 
ing. 

Bro. Bis.<!el is not wearing .1 button. As 
soon as tiic treasurer paid him the money 
to 'ouy the hiitton, Wiseman said, or. the 

quiet, " Don't get the dollai one ; a sev- 
enty-five-cent one is gorid enough, .ind we 
can blow the re.st." Tliere was the regu- 
lar Tcccss tliat evening and — . 

We intend to give au eutsrtaiament 
soon, with an illustration of the wireless 
telegraph, handled by yours truly and a 
cotnfn'ttee consisting of Messrs. Wiseman, 
D'Orr, Richards, Crawford, Bu-i;?iird and 
Griffith. 

Several of our uieinbers have sickness in 
their families, but wp have no sickness in 
our local, for which we arc thankful. 

Several of the ii;.embcr& quit thsir com- 
pany the other day on account of wages, 
but I guess they are back before this. Say, 
Bro- Cavanan<=;b warned to go to the Cen- 
tral I/a!)or Union as = dele gate, so he went 
and got the gang to vote tor mm, and then, 
as 1 got up to nominate him, per instruc- 
ticus from the boss, you ouglit to see the 
look of faku surprise he put on. Say, we 
got a regular political ring here, we have. 

AU REVOIR. 

I^ccal Union No. 65. 

Houston, Tex., Mtrch 4, loco. 
Editor Electrical Worker: 
Local 66 is getimg slong nicely, although 



we may have to go against the S. W. Tei. 
Co. before they accede to our demands. 
However we hope for the best. All mem- 
bers are working, and ali working aremeTi!- 
bers. If anyone thinks ol coming this way 
they better bring credentials with them if 
they want to go to work. ^ 

Now for municipal ownership. Will it 
be of any benefit to the worker? I have- 
said no, but 1 will qualify that by sayiiig 
that it will be very little benefit to bim. 
Before going further, it will be well for us 
to understand that there is a vast diEference 
between municipal ownership and co-op- 
erative ownership. The latter means, all 
the means of production and distribution 
owned by the whole people and operated 
for the benefit of the people, each receiv- 
ing his just share of the production of tbe 
commonwealth; while the former is really 
a middle-class institution, owned and op^ 
erated by the middle class for the purpose 
of reducing their taxation and at the same 
time helping t-hem to maintain a hold upon 
local political machines by furnishing 
ward heelers with soft jobs, and throwing 
a few bones to the laborer in the shape of 
small increases of wages, or slight reduc- 
tion of hours, which is immediately taken 
away from him, in one way or another, "jsu- 
ally by an increase of rent on account of 
lessened taxation making property more 
desirable, thereby increasing its nominal 
worth, 'and a raise of rent follows an in- 
crease in value as sure as day follows 
night. Note the building of a suburban 
line, for instaiKe. It increases the value 
of the property through which it runs, and 
the rents of that property go up as a mat- 
ter of course. The same in the reduction 
of fares on-an interburban line. The r^nts 
immediately rise on account of the in- 
creased desirability of the district through 
which it runs. A town I have in mind ac- 
quired the water systetii and made the wa- 
tet free in order to benefit the poor work- 
er. Now, a house piped for water is so 
much more desirable on account of free 
water that the renter must pay more for it, 
of course. See? 

It would be the same way with a munici- 
pal light plant that cheapened lights so the 
poor could use them. ■ We would all want 
to rent houses that were wired for lights, 
and the- increased desirability of such 
houses would raise the rent. 

The increased desirability of (he prop- 
erty in a town where lights, water and 
transportation was cheap would attract 
people to your town, property would go up, 
your merchant would have to pay higher 
rents or higher taxes, therefore charge you 
more for his goods. So you see we have 
been all around the circle and arrived just 
whtre we started, i. e., the worker is just 
getting enough to enable him to live and 
reproduce his kind. 

To further prove that municipal owner- 
ship is not intended to benefit you or me. 
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you will DOtice that the barefeet are not 
allowed to. vote lo- U, and you surely do 
not believe that the property owners are 
going to vote for anything that is for our 
interest and against theirs. (I take it as a 
matter of course that you have all got over 
that old stumbling block, the interests of 
labor and capital being identical, for no 
two things could be snore diametrically op- 
posed.) 

The reason that the middle class are 
tailing up municipal ownership is that they 
see in it a chance to prolong the life of 
their class. 

The gigantic combinations of capital are 
fast doing away with the middle class. 
Some few of them are getting up into the 
capitalistic class, but the vast majority are 
coming down with the barefeet; hence 
their alarm. And they are grasping at 
municipal ownership as a drowning man 
grasps at a straw in the vain hope that it 
will enable them to continue to ride upon 
the back of the worker by combination of 
their small capital. The man who owes 
the machine owns the worker, and it really 
makes no diEferehce to the worker whether 
he is Owned by a gigantic combination of 
capital or by a municipal combination. 

One great drawback to the worker un- 
derstanding and seeing through the vari- 
ous political fakes is that he does not un- 
derstand the real significance of the maze 
question. 

We hear a lot of noise about McKinley 
prosperity raising wages, when as a matter 
of fact there has been a systematic cut of 
the wages of all the workers of the coun- 
try. The money we receive Saturday night 
is only our nominal wages. Our real wages 
is what we can obtain with that money. 
Now, if our wages remain the same, or are 
raised ten per cent., and the price of every 
thing we buy has been raised twenty per 
cent., our wages have been cut just the 
same as if the necessities had remained 
the same and the per cent, had been taken 
cS our nominal wages, and the raise' in the 
value of our real wages is a cut we can not 
strike against. See? The trusts are cut- 
ting the wages of all the workers, whether 
they work for a trust or not. They are 
also cutting the profits of the middle class. 
Now, against this way of cutting wages 
there is one, and only one, remedy— co-op- 
erative ownership. 

Down with the trust and municipal own-' 
ership is simply the despairing wail of the 
class. And the silver, gold standard, tariff 
reform, and such rot, are simply capitalis- 
tic fakes to attract the people's attention 
from the crumbling foundation of the whole 
rotten system — the private ownership of 
the means of production. 

In conclusion 1 wish to say that I have 
and still do wish to advocate municipal 
ownership. Why? Simply because if. I 
v.-ere going on a journey and a mud pud- 
dle. w,->s in my path that I had to cross, the 
sooner I got across it the better it would 
suit me. R. R. TRIPP. 



X.ccal Union No. 67. 

Quincy, ill., March 9, 1900. 
Editor Electrical Worker: 

It is ? pleasure to read the letters from 
the different locals ?.ud to watch ino bc-ys 
when the Worker arrives; and how they 
do jump the P. S. if he has no letter, and I 
think they have a jump coming. We are 
moving along nicely, our meetings are 
being v;e!! attended Snd our delegates to 
the central bodies have always something 
to report. Next week v:e will have the 
pleasure of hearing Eugene Debs speak 
at the Empire Theatre and the members 
of 67 will be there, as they i\ll have a re- 
served seat ticket in their inside pocket. 

In regards to Bro. J. Fitzgerald of Local 
55, 1 will say, that if the party holding this 
job of inspector has been an electrical 
worker, 1 don't see how he could be barred. 
If he hasn't, I don't see bow he can be 
taken as a member. In regard to the sec- 
ond question, will say that if the inspector 
does his duty he will find plenty to do. 
We have no such position in our city. 
Bro. C. C. Ford sends best wishes to 55. 
Bro. Ed. Nessler has left us and gone to 
Chicago. Some ot our members are doing 
so well that if it hadn't been for some kind 
friend Bro. Preston wouldn't be well. 
Yours fraternally, 

J. H. NESSLER. 

IfOcal 'Union No. 69. 

Dallas, Tex,, March 4, 1900. 
Editor Electrical Worker : 

Will try and send in a few lines for this 
month's journal. Work in Dallas is quiet 
now. We have our charter open tor 30 
days to give the fellows that are still out a 
chance, as on April 1st the Building Trades 
Council card will be'demanded aud no card 
no work. I suppose there will be some 
who will stay out, as some of them seem to 
think that it will only be a short time when 
they will be at the head of some big cor- 
poration, and if the;' j'.-lned :. lies' utiicn 
they might do something to hurt them- 
selves when they become a big, bloated 
bond holder. But I hope that the most of 
the men that are out will do better than 
that and proceed to fill out the application 
blanks as fast as they car. get a hold of 
them. I was well pleased to see the name 
•of R. L. Burke in the Worker again. Dick, 
if you see these few line,», ihey will prob- 
ably call to your mind a few Indians who 
were up the poles at Commerce, who let 
a wire slack down ncross the return and 
the trolley. Say, but didn't they look 
scaled? That was just before they tied 
that big can to me ; say, they thought • 
they had me fixed, but I have had 
the pleasure to sec C9 grow to be a good 
sized local, and fortunately, 1 am allowed 
the privilege to work in Dallas aud see the. 
same people that did the howling,' hire 
union men and pay better wages. 

1 did not get' my letter for last month 



wrote iu time, and am very sorry after 
making Ihc promises that I did. Unionism 
33 coming gradually to the front in Dallas. 
We are going to rent a big hall and try and 
centralize all unions in Dallas. We will 
have one big ball and one small hall and a 
committee room, and it will be furnished 
in swell style. I think by the time that 
this is published and back to Dallas, h. U. 
No. 69 will have a good, hard working 
member filling the ofiBce of City Electrician 
for the city of Dallas ; if we do not land 
him, it will go bard with some of the Al- 
dermen that ace after the office again in 
April. 

Bro. Trotter presented 69 with the pic- 
ture of tlie'delegates who were at the last 
convention, and will say that they are a 
good looking lot of wire fixers. 

Bros. Boston and Fulton, i believe, are 
in Houston. 

Bro. Ballard has gone up the road aways 
and Dallas is not very well stocked with 
linemen at the present time, and there 
is not anything in sight for any one now 
that might come this way ; but, if any one 
comes though, everything will be done to 
make their stay in Dallas a pleasant one. 

Well, I did not get a Worker last month 
but will not make any kick this time, 
although some of the boys do n.ot like to 
be overlooked in that way. Will close 
with best wishes to all I. B. members. 
Fraternally, 

W. B. COURTNEY. 

Press Secretary. 

Irocal Union No. 71. 

Galveston, Tex., March 6, 1900. 
Editor Electrical Worker : 

Here we are again. Local Union No. 71 
is still doing business at t'ne satiie old 
stand, on Z3d street, between iMarket and 
Mechanic, Union Hall. Don't forget the 
p'ace, boys; would like to see all present. 

We have all places cut in except the 
City pbnt, and we 2re sharpening up our 
ax for that; and as soon as we can get a 
city electrician out of 71, and 1 don't think 
we will have any trouble getting that job. 
The city only works eight hours and they 
work any old hours, and they only pay S2.25 
for a lineman if they happen to need an 
extra man for a few days' work, and the 
trimmers each have to see that his route 
starts up all right. We would like to see 
some good union men have their positions; 
I am satisfied the city would have as good 
light. 

The city street railway is to change 
hands on the 20th. We hope there wilt be 
no changes; everything is moving along 
very nicely. With Bro. Tom Payne as 
their line foremaii they need not- fear any 
blockade on account of wire on the ground. 

Bro. Payne has made some grand im- 
provements in overhead and feeder sys- 
tems. There is Bro. Fred Bennett, with 
his "rapid fire" No. 099, wiii put the cars 
back on the track faster than they get o£f. 
Eh, Fred? 
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The B. E. L. P. Co. is very busy at pres- 
ent getting jn their low-tension in the heart 
of the city and taking out the high, also 
taking out M pine poles and putting in 
Michigan cedar, and making an entire new 
plant in "regard to machinery. We are 
glad to see the work in front of us. We 
know sonie<me has a chance to make a liv< 
ing and he will be a union man, too. 

If any boys come this way they had bet- 
ter have a paid-up union card or we will 
turn them over to the city authorities, 
where they can get S2.25 for all the work 
they do. AH boys are wtorking. Well, I 
ring off for this time. 

. . Yours truly, '\ G. L. G. 

I^al Utilon No. 77. 
. Seattle, Wash., March 4, 1900. 
Editor Electrical Worker : 

I am pleased to report that the Union is 
growing rapidly, having initiated fifteen 
members daring the past month, and hav- 
ing applications on band from five more. 

Itk regard to the linemen who have been 
trying to get in for some time a little 
trouble arose a few days ago, and they 
came to ns for assistance trying to get us 
to help them out of their difficulties, but 
as they were not union men we could not 
give them any assistance. Their troubles 
have all been overcome now, however, and 
they are back at work, and, now that they 
have seen where they conld have dexived a 
great deal ftf benefit by being union men, 
we naturally expect applications from most 
of them within a short time. 

One-third of the union men here are 
married and consequently not allowed away 
from home, the other two-thirds are wil- 
Hug to get married, provided they can 
strike a bargain and are nearly always 
busy conrtisg, and as at the election previ- 
ons to tfac last one the office of Press 
Secretary fell to one in the class of the 
" madly in love," who was trying to win a 
wife when he took the obligation of the 
office of Press Secretary, and at the time he 
knew fully well that he could not fill the 
position, in fact his time was so very valu- 
'^ble (being taken up with the ladies) that 
he invariably tipped the waiter iu order to 
get waited «i quickly, and never patron- 
ized a barber shop unless he could get a 
vacant chair the moment he entered the 
shop ; and not only always in a hurry, he 
also gets mixed up in his work a great 
deal, and it is whispered around one of the 
local shops that he went ont the other day 
to install a watt meter and put it up wrong 
side up. We understand that the time is 
now drawing near when he will take the 
fatal step ; long life to him and his. As 
soon as his troubles are over he will be a 
regular attendant at the union meetings, 
better than he has been in the past. 

As the Union is based on equalization the 
bald-headed men have entered a protest 
against onr accomplished recording secre- 



tary with his lengthy hirsute adornment, 
v/htch will b<* settled at the iie:>'l meeting 
of the union, though vrhelher without 
bloodshed or net I r*nnot say but will let 
yon know in my next. As the baid-headed 
mtn are undoubtedly very sincere in the 
laatter, I am afraid that Coolty will have 
to get his hair cut. 

The Building Trades Coitncil give their 
first annual ball l>iarch J7ih, and it "will 
be r. hotter U&ie at the Armory that night 
then St. Patrick ever had." 

N ow that we have gotten our uev badges, 
which are very nice, the next thing we 
want is a new bannur. 

Yours fraternally, 

CKAS. STUCL, 

Press Sec. 

I<oca) Union No, 84. 

Atlanta, Ga., Feb. 15, 1900. 
Editor Electrical Workc- : 

As we have not been using our space in 
the Worker.lately we would like ihis let- 
ter !p appear iu the next Issue. Local S4 
is stiil taking in members every meeting 
nighv, and we gave a ball Thursday night 
which proved a great success. Our cere- 
monies began with an address by W. R. 
Johnson, followed with an address by Mas- 
ter of Ceremonies Pal Mocre; recitation by 
Miss Else Tucker; solo by Miss Dela Tuck- 
er and address by C. E Houston, and we 
hicl one. of the best cake walks ever seen 
iu Atlanta, by J. N. Bentley and Mrs. Fair- 
lamb. Our arrangement copsmittee was 
A. ly. Skatts, Levi Brooks, J. W. Evans, J. 
\V. Wilson, Chas. T. K. Bridsel, Tom Bell 
and George Eowards. 

Ii teems tli-jt Atlanta is getting in earn- 
est about unionism, and it is a good thing 
for the poor man, and'we hope that it will 
remain so. 

There was a lineman killed here the 
other day by falling f.-om a tree, He was 
taken to the hospital, where he died from 
his wounds. His name was Eddie Brags 
and his home was in Alabama. 

Well, as I have not much to write, I will 
close until the next. Yours, 

GEORGE EDWARIJS, P. S. 

lioccl Union No. 86. 

Rorhester, March 8. 1900. 
Editor Electrical VvcrVer: 

I have been fleeted press secretary of 
Local Union No. 86, of Kocbestor, but 1 
never sent a letter to the ediior til! now, 
v'bi'"'' 1 hopR wi'l b? cerfoo'';*"?. T.d I will 
try and do better in the future. 

Well, Brothers, I am glad to say ifaat we 
have bad our share of work iateiy, for all 
the brothers hnve worked pretty steady all 
winter, though 1 am corry to say the pros- 
pects are not very bright l.ir the near 
future. Our local is getting along nicely. 

We are about four and a half months 
old, and wc have a membersbip of about 
37 insidemen, and about S75.00 in our 



treasury. We have meetings every Tues- 
day night, and any brother in good stand- 
ing is always welcome. I hope in my next 
letter to be able to tell you more. 1 will 
close with hopes that this letter will be ac- ■ 
ceptable, I remain, yours truly, 

JACOB L. GUERINOT. 

Press Sec. 

Xocal Union No. 87. 

Newark, March 8, 1900. 

Editor Electrical Worker: 

He who hesitates is lost, so I won't wait 
any longer. The members of No. 87 are 
all working, as near as I can tell, and th« 
prospects now are a great deal bettei- 'for. 
union men than they were a month ago. 
I suppose the brothers throughout t^e 
country have all heard the verdict in New- 
ark and vicinity. We are all back in our 
original jobs and have not changed our. 
politics or religion either. 

The New York and New Jersey Tel. Co., 
after about five weeks of hard thinking 
and sparring for men, came to the conclu- 
sion that they had not treated some of 
their men just as they should have, and 
would reinstate us to show us that there 
was no ill-feeling between the company 
and the meu Of course they could get all 
the meu they wanted (of course we be- 
lieved it.'), but they wanted to thoroughly 
impress on our minds (at the end of five 
weeks) that they had nothing against their 
men, so we let her go at that. The men 
hired during the trouble are still retained, 
and seem to work together when there is 
any possible show. I for one, and Brother 
Ed Joyce, have at present strictly union 
gangs, and they couldn't please nie better 
than to furnish me with such m«n. The 
prospects are good for work around here 
at present and- will be better in another 
month. 

No. 87 gave a smoker" to enliven things 
up a little while we were all idle, and it 
was quite a success. We found we had a 
great many more friends than we had bar- 
gained for; we had talent to give away, 
and iirst-class talent, too. W'e had noth- 
ing on our minds but our hats, so stay«d 
the limit (2 o'clock). 

To-morrow being another day, will net 
off the back taps until next month. 
Yours fraternally, 

R. M. REED, 
Press Sec. 

Irocal Union No. 88. 
Savannah, Ga., March 5th, igoo. 
Editor Electrical Worker : 

Local 88 in line, all present or accounted 
for, no back-.>;liders, lots of back-biters, 
and every brother trying to get on lop 
where there is only room for a few. The 
town is slov/iy but surely coming to our 
show in a cjuici, dignified way, no .fuss yet, 
but "still waters run deep" and there's z 
great deal of scrubbing to be done by 
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Local 8S, all she -.vants is her " mop " and 
then " stand shy." Cur front now stands, 
Joe McDonald, Pres.; Handsome Harvey 
Hamilton as Vicc-Prcs., and Rafferty the 
crab' as Fin. Sec, with Bro. Ed. Dawson 
hunting trouble on the Bell's L. D. lines, 
he says so anyhow. 

The Ga. Phone still pushing pegs for 
SI. 25 to Si. 75, if you came in on a raft you get 
$1.25. Green line sleeper $1.75, providing 
you don't break the Pope's nose. 

The Bell is trying to economize by pay- 
ing its apprentices by the hour, instead o( 
by day as heretofore. Success to them. 

The colored question is rather delicate 
and as I haven't got on mits this time will 
not handle same. 

' Success to brothers on the out and skin 
the scabs without pity. More ation. 

Respectfully, • 
H.H.BURT. 
' Press Sec. 

Local Union No. 89. 

Akron, Ohio, March 8th, igoo. 
Editor Electrical Worker: 

It has been but a very short time since I 
sent a few words to the Worker, but as I 
have not heard of any deaths over them 
I will just say a few more. Work is going 
along nicely here, the opposition Tel. Co. 
are putting up their aerial cable. I guess if 
some brother wants a job of splicing and 
wiping his own joints Akron would not be 
a very bad place just at present, for the 
opposition are cabling the whole city. The 
Central Union Tel. Co.'s men (cable men) 
quit them the 3rd. More coin is what they 
want, they were geting S3.00. The opposi- 
tion are paying S3.25 up to S4.50 for extra 
good cable men, but the S4.50 was for the 
underground work which is nearly com- 
plete, but it will be some time before the 
opposition will have their exchange work- 
ing, for the office is not yet in shape to set 
the board up'. 

But by the way, if any brother gets 
his eye oa Jack Patton, just pull his ear 
and tell him that "old 89 wants to hear 
from him soon, as poor Jack will be put 
on the lost list and if I must appoint a 
searching committee it will be a hot tirne 
for Jack. He promised to write to me and 
he never sent as much as a lock of hair. 
His sweetheart is longing for poor Jack to 
return. 

I just had a letter from Brother J. Ma- 
loney of new Philadelphia, he says it is 
raining every other day. I feel sorry for 
Jirnmie, for when he was in Akron he did 
not care how much it rained for there was 
plenty of cider at his boarding-house, and 
his colored gal lived next door, so if it 
rained every day Jiniinie never said a word 
but went home.. Well, never mind Jim, 

you kno.w Mr. M. W. Je , oh well, the 

R. S. of 89, he will see to her till you get 
back. He says she can pack her clothes 
- in his grip, if she is black. So I would not 



wonder but wiiat that is the reason some of 
the brothers don't get up to meetings. 
Come bi-others, wake up, look at the 17.!.^ 
cents per hour ir^en -ve have got.to ccim^'r-fr. 
with. ^ \ 

1 bav?. been talking with some of the 
push or peihaps I had better say big guos, 
of the A. P. Tel. Co., and they are in favor 
of unionism as long as it is run properly. 
Now boys, come out and do all you can to 
make 89 run up like Brother O. Bradshaw 
did after be smacked the waiter and the 
ram rod see hirn. There is but a Tew of us 
left in Akron any more but get your should- 
ers to the wheei and it must go boys. 

Our worthy president, J. A. Townsend, 
has been on the sick list for some time but 
still he gets to meetings, so I think some 
that are not sick could get there. Come 
boys and see the bloody old goat do the 
rag time. I have three new riders, oh say, 
but I see their finish for he has not been 
rode for su long he don't know how to 
stand. 

No. 89 is going to give an open meeting 
March the 17th, in favor of some of the 
boys who don't know what the union is 
made of, perhaps the poor goat will have 
some bucking to do after that. 

Well now, boys, I will cut the return, 
open the switch, go to bed, you know the 
rest. Fraternally yours, 

SANDY HOOK BILL, 
P. S. 

Local Union No. 90. 

New Haven, Conn., March 8th, 1900. 
Editor Electrical Worker: 

Local No. 90 is getting along finely and 
steadily gniwing nearly every meeting 
night, and although we do not grow as 
rapidly in numbers as some of our brother 
locals we think we are growing quite rapid 
intellectually. During the last month we 
enrolled 12 new members arid have quite a 
few more whose names have been accepted, 
oo we are coming oti guiduKiiy. Among 
our new members, five came from Derby 
and we expect a few nriore from there next 
Saturday evening, and, l^rothers, you should 
see the storm that was raging the night 
they came. When you get members to 
come ten miles in a blinding storm to join 
the I. B E. W. you can depend on them as 
members and brothers heart and hand. 
How was it. Brother Fcecher, did any of 
the brothers stop o£f at " Hotel Orange " 
that night or did they go straight home? 

Work is very pleniiful around here at 
present. Nearly every one is working and 
the outlook is promising for the coming 
sprnig. The Postal Tel. Cable Co. have 
had men working' in this vicinity for quite 
a while a.nd a number of the brothers have 
been working with them. The W. U. Tel. 
Co. is quite busy and will have a good deal 
of work for the brothers. Ilro. Reynolds is 
on the turnpike working near Milford, and 
Bro. Thomas and Bro. Regan are also on 



the turnpike going towards Hartford. 
Lookout,,Bro. Thomas, and don't forget to 
mark them. 

We have finally become more enlight- 
ened in our new work (as we class it) and 
last meeting night it was voted that we 
send delegates to the Trades' Council. 
Brothers Frank Horan, H. M. Arnold and 
Johnson, were elected and you may look 
for surprises from Local Na 90. 

We were ail pleased to hear the brothers 
of No. 20 and No. 52 were again success- 
ful in winning their points and we con- 
gratulate you, hoping nothing of like na- 
ture may again occur. 

Brothers of Local No. 90, I find we are 
gradually falling into line with some of the 
delinquents in regard to dues and attend- 
ance. Now, brothers, let .us reverse the 
matter; come one, come all and bring your 
dues; come anyway and show your gocid 
will; come and assist the members in run- 
ning the local and with the various sub- 
jects we have every week you will no doubt 
be doubly repaid for your trouble. 

You will have to excuse me this time as 
I have a hard cold, am not feeling very 
witty and am so hoarse that cetit'ral can 
hardly hear me, so I will ring off. Wishing 
you all success, 1 remain, as ever. 

Fraternally yours, 
L. JOHNSON, 
P. S. 

Local Union Ko. 96. 
Worcester, Mass., March 8, i960. 
Editor Electrical Worker : 

"In union there is strength;" and al- 
though this is an old saying, a few of us 
electrical workers determined to put the 
old saying to the lest. Accordingly, after 
talking for some time among ourselves, a 
few of us gathered together On the even- 
ing of Dec. 29th, at the Day building, and 
with the assistance 01 our worthy Bro. P. 
H. Wissinger, organized a local union of 
eleven, charter members, elected our offi- 
cers, and as rapidly as possible got into 
working order. VNte are new in this kind 
of work; any of us can climb a pole or hunt 
trouble far better than preside at a meet- 
ing, but we have banded together in this 
order to help each other, and intend to 
make it a benefit in more ways than one. 
Our union has increased from eleven mem- 
bers to forty, and they are still coming in, 
as they seem to think that they will find 
ii a benefit not only to themselves, but to 
ib.c'.r employers; .and we trust our em- 
ployers will prefer union men and men who 
endeavor to complete their work in the 
right way and to work for the welfare of 
the man or company they arc hired by. 
This is what we are trying to organize for, 
and nothing more, as we don't believe in 
strikes, but go ahead with our work with a 
greater zeal than ever, so as to show that 
by organizing a union and being intimate 
in conversation and getting new ideas we' 
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t>ecofne beUer men at our business, either 
at inside work or out, on a pole where we 
are cutting live wii^s, " live and dead 
wires dead," as the old linemen talk about. 
Why a company should be a£:ainst a roan 
is more than we can see, as we are trying 
to work in union with them and, and they 
can help to make better men by encourag- 
ing us in their employ. 

If a lineman or wireman comes to our 
city, though he is not acquainted here, he 
is alwaj's well received and watched out 
for. We have chosen Monday evening to 
hold our meeting, and there is always room 
for one more, and we will be glad at any 
time to make it pleasant ^to all of our fel- 
low-brothers. Our president and officers 
are prompt and always on hand trying to 
study the welfare of the union, and we 
hope our brothers in other cities and local 
unions will feel interested in our little 
band here and send us encouraging news 
of themselves. We try to remember that 
we are a. part of a great whole and^ that all 
are necessary one to another. When we 
can come to feel that we are one great 
body, each working for the good of the 
other, the electrical wire workers will feel 
the current all along the line. 
Very truly yours, 

W. is. PATTERSON. 

Press Sec 

Irocal TTnlon No. 97. 

Bradford, Pa., March 8, 1900. 
Editor Electrical Worker: 

Hello, Central! .Please do not think 
there is an open circuit in the I. B. E. W. 
at Bradford, because we have not written 
befcre. On Jan. 14, 1900, by the aid of 
plenty of perseverance and a great deal of 
scxalled "stick-to-it-ive-ness," we suc- 
ceeded in making connections here, and 
established a small local station, -with thir- 
teen charter members. That number has 
gradually increased until now we have 
twenty-fonr subscribers in good standing 
and several more applications filed for 
initiation . We did not ftave the advantage 
that many other new locals had in having 
..ah organizer come to help get started. 
All the advice we could get was to do the 
best we could and the rest would follow, 
as a matter of course, I suppose. • I think 
we all did the best we could aud nearly iall 
the boys in and ai-onnd Bradford have 
joined the good cause, but there are some 
of the "can't-see-how-it-is-going-to-help- 
me kind who will find the need of it, and 
will be glad to come in. • 

We hope you will excuse a short letter 
this time and will try and do better with 
our next. Wishing all our brothers suc- 
cess. 

The following is a list of officers: 
Pres.— C. W. Da«s. 
Vice-Pres, — Fred Dueger. 
.Rec. Sec. — John Ballard. 
Fin. Sec.— L. E. Graves. 



Treas. — >. F. 'Scott. 
Forenar — John McGee. 
Trustees — Jehu Moore, J. B. Dower, 
John McGee.^ 

Fraten:al1v yours, 

1.. E. GRAVliS, 
Acting "ress Sec. 

I^ocal XTxzioix No. ^3. 

Philadelphia, March 7, 190a 
Editor Electrical Worker : 

In this, our second letter to thi' V.'orker, 
we can a^ain proudly report progress; not 
the progress noted in the measured and 
laborious ciawling of the land tortoise; 
GUI s is the 20th century sort— get there or 
bust, and we are getting there. 

We reported in February Worker an in- 
crease in one month of 52 members; our 
rolls now show a total membership of 323, 
and 2Q propositions, an increase in another 
month of 61 members. And that is why 
we have a stiff upper lip;, end if yo\i ask a 
wireman in this village if hs belongs to the 
union (and most likely be does) ycu can 
depend on his saying " Yes," go times out 
of too. 

There had been for some time past a 
friction and numerous misnnder.standings 
between " the different building trades 
union.=; some unions affiliated with the 
Building Trades Council, -a bile others owed' 
' allegiance to the Business Agents' Coun- 
cil, and these two organizations could not 
harmonize. But now there has been formed 
a new central labor body known as " The 
Council of the Allied Ruiiding Trades of 
Philadelphia and vicinity," which ."absorbed 
the other two bodies. H. H. Caldwell, a 
member of No. 98, I. B. E. W., is the pres- 
ident. This makes Philadelphia, r.s Bro. 
Wissinger is reported' to h?.ve said, " the 
most strongly organized city in the United 
States, if not in the world." The most 
strongly organised, because there is but a 
single central organization,. embracing 23 
of the building trades; while a certain near- 
by metropolis has three, and from what we 
hear, there would be an ice famine this 
summer if we had to depend upon the ice 
they cot together. 

Tiie electrical trade, and the building 
trades generally, are, ,Tnd for a few weeks 
past hr.ve bfen, very quiet, r.nd raaay of 
our men have been gnawing the toothsome 
snow-ball. Your correspondent has been 
prayine for another snow-storm, ss .his 
stock of balls is getting lew. 
' Speaking of balls. No. 08 was seriously 
contemplating ."jivinc; n bail to keep our 
treasuvy in a .--obust condition, but the idea 
petered out. 

We have been in recei'j^t of a uumber of 
replies to our circular letter tc»he contrac- 
tors (mentioned in February Wr.rker), some 
• gratifying, sosne encouraging, oml sjroe in- 
clined tc ccssedncss, l>uV we have tnem 
going.. and expert to win in a walk. 

An organization of the contractors is in 



process of formation, whose primary object 
is, we are told, the consideration of the 
outlook for May ist. This is as it should 
be, for it is impossible to treat with them 
with any satisfaction as individual firms, 
for one sees many good points in our de- 
mands where another registers a great big 
kick like a certain union man did who, 
after listening to a bag-full of objections, 
assorted sizes, from a temporarily dyspep- 
tic fellow union man, said, " Mr. President, 
I object to any objections that the brother 
objects to." The rumpus which followed 
caused the plaster to fall o£f the ceiling is 
chunks. 

And it came to pass that as Noah lay 
upon his bed he dreamed a dream. And 
behold in his dream he saw the underwri- 
ters' inspector condemning the job, and the 
next day he was sore vexed and called 
unto him his three sons, Shem, Ham and 
Japbet, and took council with them to see 
if any could interpret this dream w^ich he 
had dreamed. 

Now Shem was a wondrous wise guy, 
and saith unto Noah, his father, " Oh, fath- 
er, dost thou not noab good thing when 
thou seest it ? Let us put in iron conduit, 
for hast thou not had a pipe dream ?" 
Then did Noah commend his son Shem, 
and fell upon his neck and dislocated it . 
and he said, " Thou art a bright Alec; from 
this day thou shall be straw-boss of the 
lighting gang; thou shall carry a two-foot 
rule and a roll of blue prints. 'T would be 
a shem to make thee work." 

Then did the command go forth to do 
the job with conduit, and thus was the first 
job of arc (ark) lighting. 

Now it came to. pass as Shem, 'swelled 
with the importance of his job, treked 
through the sub-cellar of the ark, he came 
upon Ham trying to punch a hole through 
the 18-inch brick wall with a stillson and a 
gimlet, and he said unto Ham, his brother, 
" O Ham, wherefore dost thou not get the 
proper tools ?" Then atjswered Ham, 
looking very black at Shem, "Because, 
some mug did swipe my tools three- months 
ago, I was out of work, and had to hock 
my clothes, my wife's doctor had to be 
paid, the grocer did levy upon my house- 
hold goods (the same old hard-luck yarns) 
and Japhet refused to lend me his hammer 
after I broke his screw-driver and drop{>ed 
his pliers overboard." 

Now Shera was no easy mark, and smote 
his brother, yea even upon the solar-plex- 
us, and said, " Thou surely art a hsm; thy 
story is the same- that all barn wii emen 
tell; get thee to the sellers of tools and 
come not back until thou hast a full kit." 
Whereupon Ham moseyed. 

And it came to pass that as Sbem came 
upon deck, behold the gang, had struck 
for a penny a day and twelve hours, but as 
he was straw-boss he knew his importance, 
also his onion, and let the gang go, but did 
send for Ham to come back to work. 
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Now Ham. being a fa?.m, did scab it; for 
is it not written, "Only hams are scabs; 
that is the only way they can work." Se- 
iah. 

Now when the gang did lay hands upon 
Hara and fling him down the hatchway, in 
his descent he did 'light upon a pile of to- 
niato cans. Thus was the first in-can-descent 
light, and a drop in ham. 

Then did Noah sign the scale, the gang 
went to work, and Ham, fearing the forty- 
days rain was near at hand, joined the 
union to get in out of the wet. 

Respectfully, "SID," 

Press Sec. 

l/ocal ITnioa No. zOi. 
Brockton, Mass., March 7, 1900. 
Editor Ele<;tricRl V/ovker : 

As this is'tbe first letter that loi has had 
the pleasure of sending to your paper, and 
also xny first attempt, I am not going to 
tell you that I can't write, for you will find 
that out for yourself before you have got 
through with this. Local ici is young in 
the ranks yet, but we are getting along all 
right. This is not a very large center for 
electrical workers; the principal business 
is shoe making; but there are a few line- 
men here and we have got them about all, 
and are going to have the rest, or pull 
the arms off them, and then they will need 
a repair gang and that will mean a step in 
the pole for us. Business is very good 
around here this winter; all the linemen 
who want work can get a job around Bos- 
ton. 1 think by the outlook now that work 
will be the best for a good many years. 
There is a new telephone company that is 
going to build this spring, and the old 
companies are talking of lots of repairing 
end rebuilding, so on the whole it looks 
likely to be a good summer. All of our 
boys are at work and I guess, by the way 
things look around here, they are likely to 
keep us at it for a while yet. 

We are all looking for our next meeting 
night, as we have two new candidates to 
shove off the ways and christen, and if we 
don't kcel-haul them they can thank their 
lucky jack. 

We have had a very mild winter here so 
far; loo mild, in fact. Have not had any 
time to sit in the stock room. We have' 
been out about every day running loops, 
rebuilding a little, putting on a few guys 
and pulling out slack and watching the 
boss. 

Well, T will stop before I give you and 
the readers of the Worker the heart dis- 
ease. I hope this will disgust the boys of 
No. loi £0 they will throw me out and 
elect a new P. S. J now belay my jawing 
tackle and square niy yards for a good 
snooze. Wishing the I. B. E. W. the most 
prosperous year since its bi;;th, I remain, 
Yours fraternally, 

GEO. L. WILLEY, P. S. 



P. S. — We had an e''ection ai:d installa- 
tion of officers. TLeir names are: 
President— J. W. Poshee. 
Vice-Pres. — G. E. Waters. 
R. vS.— Geo. L. Wiiley. * 
F. S.— C. A. Wilbar. 
Treas.— A. R. Scott. 

Trustees— F. S. Pmkham, A. G. Brailey, 
J. McGradey. 

Foreman — A. McDonald. 
Inspectors — O. Hewson, C. H. Cobb. 



Resolutions adopted by Local No. ii of 

Philadelphia, February 11, 1900: 

Whereas, It has pleased -Mmighty God, 
iu his infinite wisdom, to take suddenly 
from our midst Brother Nicholas Ross, 
Feb. 5th, 1900 ; therefore be it 

Resolved, That the I. B. and the Local 
have lost a good and faithful brother and 
his wife a kind and loving husband ; 

Resolved, Tliat we extend to the v^ife 
and family our sincere and heartfelt sym- 
pathy in the loss we have all sustained ; 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolu- 
tions be forwarded to bis wife, a copy be 
spread upon the minutes of Local No. 21, 
and they be published in the . journal of 
the i: B. 

C. T. Lang, 

D. Olcott, 
Wm. McFadden, 

Committee. 



Resolutions adopted by Locai No. 4, 1. 
B. E. W., of New Orleans, La., on the death 
of Bro. F. W. Call, of Local No. 9: 

Whereas, It has pleased Almighty God 
in His infinite wisdom, through His earthly 
messenger inexrable dc.ith, to visit us and 
remove from our midst our esteemed Bro. 
F. W. Call, and 

Whereas, The intimate relations held 
during a long electrical and social care'er 
by our deceased brother with members of 
this union makes it our solemn duty to ex- 
press our esteem for his manly worth and 
deep sorrow at the loss, and of the slili 
heavier loss sustained by those nearest and 
dearest to him; therefore be it 

Resolved, That the sudden removal of 
such a brother from our midst leaves a va- 
cancy and shadow that will be deeply felt 
by all members of the union and his friends ; 
that in deep sympathy with the afflicted 
relatives of our deceased brother we ex- 
press an earnest hope that even so great a 
bereavement may be overruled for their 
highest good; and be it further 

Resolved, That these resolutions be 
spread upon the minutes, our charter be 
draped for a period of thirty days as a tes- 
timonial of the respect and esteem in 
which our late lamented brother was held 
by his fellow members, and that an en- 
grossed copy be presented to the bereaved 



family of .our deceased brother and a copy 
be forwarded to our official journal; also a 
copy to the daily papers for publication. 

TIM CRONIN, 
C. J. CARMODY, 
P. D. MARKELL. 

I,ETTTBR OP THANKS. 

I wish to occupy a little space in the 
columns of the Worker, to thank local No. 
30 for so generously assisting me in my 
present misfortune. The saying is when a 
man is in trouble he finds out his friends. 
I am giad to say that I found mine in the 
union. 

Since I have been laid up 1 have had 
plenty of time to think, and never before 
has the cause of unionism been so plainly 
arid pleasantly illustrated. I have not the 
command of language to express my feel- 
ings the way I would like to. But will say 
this much. If' I was a good union man, I 
am a better one now, you know brothers 
there is always a chance for improvement, 
always a chande to do something for the 
union, we must all be agitators. And my 
advice to linemen who are not in the union 
v.'ill be, get in boys; it is a good thing. And 
I will tell them what it done for me. And 
those delinquent members who are behind 
in their dues I will say. Pay up boys, be 
in good standing. And when your hoodoo 
comes aroun'd, when misfortune overtakes 
you, you will find the glad hand of the 
union outstretched with a smile of wel- 
come, saying cheer up old man, I am your 
friend. 1 was greatly pleased to hear that 
your dance was such a great success. I 
would like to have been there and seen 
those fixers with their full dress suits ' on; 
they say they looked out of sight. Who 
says any thing is too good for the linemen? 
Well, brothers, I will close now wishing 
you all kinds of good luck. My wife joins 
in thanks and best wishes to 39. 

Yours fraternally, 
THOMAS CONNORS, 
122 Oregon St., Cleveland, O, 

Evicted. 

Know, all good members of this Broth- 
hood, that J. W. Watten, a Scotchman, 
aged about 30 years, height about five feet 
four inches, complexion light, but not 
markedly so, a trifle bow-legged, small, 
browu moustachie and eyes, weight about 
100 lbs. when he is. fat, has been thor- 
oughly, everlastingly, completely and igno- 
miniously fired, expelled, bounced, tossed, 
chucked, ticked, whirled, pitched and 
pushed out of the local — never to return. 
Let us have a brief season of pra3-er, after 
which Local 52 will lead in singing the 
long-metre Doxology, "Praise God from 
whom all blessings flow." Our ex-broth- 
er's traveling soubriquet is " Stonv.all " 
Watten. You see, the dear departed had 
such a naive way of declaring that whec 
this local should attempt to move him we 
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woald discover in him a veritable stone 
wall. We moved him all right! " Nuff 
sed." Kindly omit flowers. Interment 
private. Fraternally yours, 

O. J. SNYDER, K.. S. 

Report of Orgranizer. 
Editor Slectiical Worker: 

Since my last report the organizer has 
succeeded in getting the electrical work- 
ers' in Brockton, Mass., in a local. No. 35, 
of Boston, decided that their best interests 
were to split up in two locals, one for in- 
side and one for outside work, and their 
press secretaries will no doubt keep the 
Brotherhood well postedas to results. 

Lawrence, Mass., was visited, but the 
attempt to organize did not prove success- 
ful, 

Ko. 46, of Lowell, was visited, where the 
members arie very enthusiastic and will no 
doubt eventually carry everything in sight. 

Lynn, Mass., where the general electric 
shops are located and employ over 4,000' 
men, has no local, and at the meeting only 
two (out of hundreds who promised to be 
there) showed up. Though it may take 
some time and hard work, yet the Broth- 
erhood should, if possible, get all' the fac- 
tories organized. 

By order of the Grand President I went 
to New York, and together with Bro. Sher- 
man and Bro. Russell, succeeded in ar- 
ranging affairs the result of which brought 
about one thousand electrical workers into 
the Brotherhood; namely, No. 3 inside 
wiremen. 

About this time the N. Y. and N. J. Tel- 
ephone Co. in Newark decided they would 
not allow a union to exist in their territo- 
ry, and proceeded to discharge eight men 
for the awful crime of trying to better 
their own condition and that of their fel- 
low men. The trouble spread from New- 
ark to Brookl5'n, then to Jersey City and 
the surrounding territory, extending thirty 
miles west, as far as New Brunswick and 
Patterson. The members of the Brother- 
hood stood togeUier like men, true union 
men at that, and after five weeks succeed- 
ed iii convincing the telephone company 
that they were in no way called upon to 
regulate the affairs of the community at 
large and their emploj-tes in general, col- 
lectively or singly the raen could not con- 
cede their right to interfere-wilh their per- 
sonal liberties in private affairs. The Tel- 
ephotic Cc. now leclize that its charter 
only calls for and grants them snthority to 
furnish telephone service in their own ter- 
ritory. 

G. P. Wheeler next ordered nie to pro- 
ceed immediately to Canada, and here I 
am trying to vade through five feet of 
snow, which just reaches to my chin. -It 
has been raining and freezing to-day, and 
occasionally, when ouc freezes fast, it is 
necessary 10 call for help, which alarms 
.the native?., who come running and dig the 



victijn oat. There are two banks of snow, 
one on each side of the street, between the 
street-ocr tvacks and t.'if: curb, laat are in 
some places ten <'eet iiigh. There is a 
huge drill down the railroad track that lias 
covered couiplettly a thirty-foot pole set 
isud with telegraph "Aires <.n. To the 
brothers in. the sunny south. aviU say thai 
the above is a repcr: of actual facts, the 
worst snow liaving faiien last week for 
tbi:-ty-five years, so say the ol-iesl inhabit- 
anis. 

Will s.-.y good bye; and if 1 f.m never 
heard from again yon will all know the G. 
T. was lost in a snow drift and froze to 
death. f/aternally, 

P. H. \MSS1NGER. 

An Appeal to All Electrical 
Workers. 

Wc ask you. as intelligent •workmen, to 
Seriously c.cmfider what we have to say : 
Do von notice that the wnpes of onr craft 
are lower than those of other niechanids 
who require no greater skill or effort? 
We find tile bricklayers, plasterers, stone 
masons, grauite cutters, carpenlers, and in 
some instances the hod carriers, generally 
getting higiier v.'sges and better terms 
than the electrical workers. Why is this ; 
is our labor iess ueces.=ar/ and theirs more 
important, or is it because they unite and 
demand '.t ■while we remain divided and 
meekly accept ■whatever is offered ? That 
this state of things exists is ocr f.iult. 
OUR coisniTio:*. 

In our daily labor we are exposed to the 
heat of summer and the frosts of winter, 
arid to dangers of life and limb. Many 
idle days are forced upon us throutrh bad 
weather and short jobs. Our work causes 
wear and tear of dolhing. and for all this 
what Is our pay ? Are we properly recom- 
pensed for onr skill and toil and ocr risks, 
and for the years. spent to learn our trade? 
Shame upon us if we are not i It there- 
fore tjecomes our duty to ask onrselves, 
Ar-.; we willing, by ou'i indifference, to allow 
onr craft to sink lower and lower until we 
are conipletelj' enslaved ? Must we be for- 
ever in poverty and want, without su£5- 
cient to insintain ourbelves and families 
and ettucate our children? Shall we be 
forced by division among ourselves to 
allow our trade' to fall into the liaf-is of 
'infair and unsc:'.ip;ilo-.;s bos'^cs and 
swaxtncd with botches, to our detriment 
and injury. 

ifr^Kf^ST'^'v ov r..". N rz.*.*'*'*''^'"?. 

Without unity pmong ourselves the elec- 
trical workers cf this ctiuntry arc r.l the 
iiicrcy of the fc"; wiio ewi/ioy Ihem, and 
v,-herevf.r we are cot iiaii'lerA 'cgcDier in 
unions we find lump work insliiated, wages 
low and the workinjr houri long and se- 
vere, while hard cotiditions and il! treat- 
ment prevail, and the y.iai knJen are often 
cefra-u'Ied out of their -.va'jts. In unor- 
ganized citivs electrical v.crkers are re- 



ceiving as low as ?i.25 per day, while in 
organized cities union men are receiving 
from J2.50 to ^3.50 per day and treated as 
men. Hence it pays to be a union man. 
Other trades have their National and In- 
ternational unions and official journ^s. 
The bosses have their mechanics and build- 
ers' exchanges, the merchants and manu- 
facturers have their boards of trade; the' 
professional classes have their associations. 
Then why should not the journeymen elec- . 
trical workers have their own union ? 

■WHY YOU SHOULD BK A UNION MAN. 

If the men of money find it necessary to 
organize, then have not the men of labor, 
the workers, even more reason to do so ? 
All we have to support us is our labor, 
hence we should combine to protect it. 
Therefore it follows that every elect) ical 
worker should be a union man. If you are 
a union man you, should stand by yoar 
union, attend its meetings and pay your 
dues promptly. If you are not a ifnion 
man, then you should join .at once 3pd 
help on in its good ■work. There ii no 
hope for us but in thorough unity and 01- 
ganizaliou of all electrical workers iu this 
country, aud how are we to accomplish this . 
except by getting together and sticking to 
one another; then we can expect to do 
something. 

A general organization of electrical work- 
ers under cue head leads to a better uiider- 
slandicg all over the count ly, and jnst as 
it causes one electrical worker to be inter- 
ested in another, so it causes one union to 
assist another. Thus we can sustain wages 
and make them more uniform. We can 
pay higher benefits aud accomplish more 
than if simply organiied in local unions 
independent of each other. For this pur- 
pose the International Brotherhood of 
Klectrical Workers has been bounded. 

ADVANTA-GES OF THE BROTHERHOOD. 

It protects our trade and enables us to 
assist each other to p.-ocure employment. 
It furnishes aid in case of death and per- 
manent dis.^bility, and for mutual - relief 
and other benevolent purposes. While we 
do not believe in inciting strikes, yet wlien 
trade difficiiities are forced upon us we sus- 
tain our members to the bitter end, and it*" 
is through the co-operation of all the 
unions in the Brotherhood that these va- 
rious benefits are made possible and sns-' 
tained. Our local union assists^menvbers 
in distress aud to procure work, and to p&y 
benefits in case of sickness and other niis- 
l.aps. They alfo sue for wages ■n-henevcr 
any boss attempts to defraud a member, 
lii traveling. 3 member of one union is a 
member 01 all other unions wherever he 
goes, without further initiation fee. 

We are not a- secret-organization, only so 
far as necessary to protect onr members. 
We have no oaths; only a simple pledge 
of honor. Hence we appeal to all electri- 
cal workers to become members of the 
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Brotherhood. When yon consider the ben- 
efits, the advantages, and more than all, 
the great necessity that forces us to organ- 
ize, there can be no reason why you should 
sot prcmplly place yourselves in union 
with yonr fellow workmen. 

The local unions in all cities are con- 
nected with the International Brotherhood 
of Klectrical Workers. Come and join 
ibeir ranks and help to improve your own 
condition. A cordial welcome will be giv- 
en you and you will be taken by the baud 
as a brother. Be a union man and it will 
help yon. J. D. BUTLER, 

Local SS, Savannah, Oa. 

ASK FOR UKIOH UADB CIGARS. 

Carl Upmann, the non-union cigar manu- 
facturer of New York city, who, up till 
within the last year or two ran a strictly 
union factory and grew enormously rich 
thereby— forgetting that it was largely 
through the skill and instiumentality of 
the union men and the union that be had 
built up an enormous trade and a great 
fortune — reduced wages from $i to $4 per 
one thousand cigars and locked out all bis 
union employes, some 400 in number, and 
filled their places with machines, children 
and non-unionists, which he raked the 
four quarters of the globe to obtain. 

The New York unions have mside a gal- 
lant struggle, never IcKsing an opportunity 
to bring this arrogant tyrant and would-be 
destroyer of unionism to terms. Their 
efforts in this direction have met with 
marked success. Still, this fellow, with 
his unlimited capital, is again making a 
renewed fight, openly boasted that organ- 
ized labor cannot hurt him. Hence the 
Cigarmakcrs' International Union, in be- 
half of its New York locals, earnestly re- 
quests your moral assistance in an effort to 
bring this firm to terms. All that they ask 
yon is that you transfer your patronage to 
other and more favorably inclined and 
union manufacturers, using the blue label, 
and that you ask your friends to do like- 
wise. A little activity against this fellow 
on the part of organized labor and its 
friends will, we feel sure, bring this firm 
to a realization of the fact that it cannot 
grow rich on the proceeds of union labor 
and then ruthlessly cast it aside for under- 
paid non-unionists. 

Our grandfather wage-earners were very 
happy in their ignorance of political econ- 
omy ; they succeeded in a manner very 
satisfactorj' to tlieinselves, so those who 
are litfiag still tell ui, and without organ- 
ized efforts, but if workjngmen were to 
give np their efforl-s and drop into the 
easy going way of 75 years ago, it would 
only be a short time till the average wage 
would be insufficient to feed and clothe the 
wage-earner — in the coarsest and cheapest 
mantieT, to say nothing about feeding, 
clothing and educating the rising genera- 
tion.--Ex. 
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The bravest men upon this earth. 
Who bear the toughest name 
Are -men who climb and hang up wire ; 
Of their trade they are not ashamed. 

The soldier on the battlefield | j 1 

Can see before him death, 
The lineman knows not when — 
Electric wire %vill take away bis breath. 

He can show the |marks ofga hard, rough 
life, 

By his blistered and calloused hands ; 
I think his chances in heaven are better 
Than he who owns houses and lands. 

But if you are sick and v.'ant any help. 

And no one you money will lend. 

Then go to the lineman; yoitr troubles 

make known, 
And in him you will find a true feiend. 

My time is limited and so I will close, 
And on the lineman's troubles won't dwell; 
But if God in his love won't take him above. 
There will be plenty of room in h — 1. 

MclNTVRE, 

L. U. No. 26. 
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No thing But Excellent Work 

is Done tc tlw Factory of 

Shelby Electric Co. 

Shelby Lamps are Undoubtedly the BEST LAMPS 
ON EARTH. Highest Economy. Long«st Life at 
FafI Caadle Power. Bulbs Do Not Blacken. £v«ry 
Shipment Guaranteed. 

You Can Recommend Tliem Safely. 

N. B.-Wrlte U2 when yon do so, as It will then enable us to credit your trade 
paper vHb the business. Send for ^talog A. 



THE SHELBY ELECTRIC CO., 

^ SffELBY, OHIO. — — ^ 




Not All Bead. 

St. Louis, March I, 1900. 
Editor Electrical Worker : 

As I cannot sleep any longer and dream 
of the way things are in St. lAmis, I thonght 
I would take this means of trying to waken 
some of my fellow-sleepers in Local No. 3. 
Now, I hope the boys will not get angry if 
the cap fits their heads. In the past 12 
months No. 3 has grown from about twelve 
members to about seventy. Of course it 
took a good deal of talking to get the boys 
back. They could not see any benefit in 
paying money into Local No. 3, for, as 
they stated, it was a scab town; but they 
came in line, thinking that by swelling 
the ranks No. 3 might do something when 
the time would come. But, alas, the time 
has come and is nearly gone, and the mem- 
bers of No. 3 still sleep. 

Aboat two or three weeks ago one of No. 
3's oldest and best members was discharged 
by one of those fellows who live in Coon 
ToVvi), withont any canse. A committee 
from No. 3 tried to wait on the guns of the 
Bell Tel. Co. in regard to bis case, but they 
told this honorable body that they did not 
recognize auy union, but would see the 
genilstaan in person who thought he had 
be;.<i imposed npon. Now, the outcome of 
t^is was, this certain brother was. put back 
to work, and the other three brothers who 
faw the. trouble, and also Bro. Carey, who 



was the main man, were allowed to work 
one week and then discharged. Said 
brothers vrere all working under this same 
scab, known as Charles Phillips. As this 
is only a small case, and as some of the 
boys are pretty sore, I will state another. 
The M. Ed. Elec. L. Co. is lighting the 
citj' -under a law which calls for eight 
hours work per day, and they are working 
10, 12 and 15 hours per day, and still our 
members sleep. Bro. Coughlan, of No. i, 
paid Mr. I'ike, of this company, a visit. 
Mr. Pike came out in the evening papers 
and stated it was no concern cf the union 
how long he worked his men; that they 
had beaten them in three striken ar.d were 
ready for more. And still they sleep. 

Now, brothers, is it any wonder that out 
of about 7.5 M'.embers only ahout 13 aUend 
your meetings ? It is time to waKc- up and 
trim your lamps, or, as of old, they may 
bum put. It will only bs a short time 
untii we hold oar bai.ivcfsary, 
'which iu itself, if 'nothiug else, ought, to 
■wake the Jne;nbprs of No. .v Wake up. 
Trim your lamps. Also, the great world's 
fair. Now, brothers, bec;\UEe v.s, t,re work- 
ing, do not let these lliinxs pass by. Those 
telephone compoiiies are going tu lay more 
of us off some day, and then we will be 
lost. Hoping this will waken someone 
else, I remain, 

Your SLEEPING BROTKER. 



IVOOKINO FOR A BROTKSK. 

. Valparasio, Ind., March 7, 1900. 
Editor Electrical Worker : 

If I am not too late I wish you would 
please put these few words in this, month's 
journal : 

If any brother knows where J. R. Ciir- 
rie is please let me have his address. 

J. R. C. — If these few lines find you 
please let me hear trom you. 

Yours, very truly, 
J. C. ROMBOLD. 
If any brother .can give the desired in- 
formation please do so. — Ed. 

Troubles. 
Editor Electrical Worker: 

I have a case of trouble I would like 
some of the boys to straighten out i'of me : 

Two desk phones are one and one-batf 
miles apart on a metallic circuit — magneto 
call with magnetos placed oh wall at sides 
of desks. 

Removing receiver from hook cuts cut 
magneto. Can talk and bear well at both 
ends of line, but the magneto on one end 
of line has the action of a phonograph and 
conversation can be heard issuing from it 
at a distance of o or 10 feet p.nd receiver 
hook connections are O. K. Three bat- 
teries on each end of line but increasing or 
diminishing battery p>ower doci: -lot mate- 
rially affect the phenomenon. 

What would cause this? 

TELEPHONil— NIT. 



March"] 



THE ELECTRICAL WORKER 



27 



TUB MAGICIAN'S "WAND. 
A stranger stood upon tbe shores of a 
grept and beautiful country. As he was 
contemplating the beautiful scenes before 
bim be beard ominous munnnrs of discon- 
tent tbroughout the length and breadth of 
tbe land that at times rose to such volume 
that many of the people near him turned 
jjale with fear ; and the stranger wondered 
much why there should be so much dis- 
content in such a beautiful and fruitful 
land. 

As old uian, seeing he was a stranger, 
engaged him iu conversation. The stran- 
ger expressed his wonder at the murmurs 
of discontent where everythinjg seemed so 
beautiful and prosperous. The old man 
said to him : 

" I am a magician, and if you so will, I 
ivill draw aside the veil that obscures your 
vision and show you this beautiful land as 
it really is." 

"But," says the stranger, "there is no 
veil before me. I can see everything there 
is to be seen, and I see no cause for tbe 
murmurs I bear." 

The old man smiled and touched tbe 
stranger with his magic wand, and lo ! the 
veil was rent and, while yet seeing the 
same scene he saw before, he saw so much 
more that it made him sick with horror. 

He saw grand churches costing thou- 
sands, filled with fine ladies and gentlemen 
whose raiment cost i\ntold wealth, pretend- 
ing to be following the teaching of our 
meek and lowly Savior, while within ear- 
shot he conid bear starving babes wailing 
their lives away in the arms of parents 
from whose hearts all hope had fled. 

He saw men spending thousands upon a 
eupper, while on the curbstone outside a 
mother stood with her little babe in her 
arms starving and freezing to death. 

He saw a woman at a pubb'c gathering 
whose costume and ornaments cost $250,- 
600, and within » stone's throw another 
woman starving and freezing, whom $5 
would have made comforiable 

He saw rich girls sell themselves to for- 
eign roues for a title, and the people all 
shouted their approval. He saw poor girls 
sell tbemse'ives for the means to keep lite 
in their bodies and the people shouted 
" Tor shame ! " 

He saw lich giris guilty of an iudiscre- 
tion spirited away until their " trouble " 
was ovo" and then received by society with 
open ai-nis, aud he saw poor girls guilty of 
the oarae ofTcase- ^^round into the dust by 
public opinion. 

He. saw innocent childhood and decrepit 
age compelled to compete with strong and 
nnEciupulou.5 manhood for the means of 
existence. 

He saw honest girls compete with girls 
with "friends," and homeless girls con)-' 
pete with girls who had homes and just 
wanted piji money. 

He Eav7 men competing with their own 



children, and the childreu competing with 
the machine. 

He saw honest men trying to compete 
with thieves; honest dealers with dishon- 
est ones ;.the man with small means trying 
to compete with gigantic combinations of 
capital. 

He saw throughout this beautiful and 
fruitful land a terrible struggle between 
nine-tenths of the iuhabitanti; struggling 
for the means of existence, while the other 
tenth, which bad all tbe means of exist- 
ence, sat just above them and idly watched 
their struggle. 

He saw the lower class, when they be- 
came desperate, approach the idlers and 
ask for some of their plenty. This he saw 
was refused, but tbe idlers made a propo- 
sition to them to let them use tbe idlers' 
means of production, provided tbe idlers 
should have all that was produced except 
enough for a bare existence for the worker. 

Ke saw at times some of the workers re- 
volt and ask for more of what they pro- 
duced than just enough for existence. 
Wheu they did, the idlers, usually, simply 
sat and waited for them to starve into sub- 
mission. Sometimes soldiers were hired 
to murder a part of them so tbe rest should 
have due respect for tbe rights of the 
idlers. 

.^11 of these things, and many more, did 
the stranger see, and he again expressed 
wonder that nine-tenths of a people would 
submit to the propositions of the other 
tenth. 

" Look again," said the old magician, 
"as you have been touched with the wand 
you will see the cause." 

He therefore looked again. He saw 
what was supposed to be a free govern- 
ment, where the comthon people were sup- 
posed to elect men to make laws for their 
benefit ; but be also saw that the common 
people had tbe same veil over their eyes 
that he bad formerly bad, wbil.e tbe rich 
people bad been touched by the magicii^n';. 
wand. 

The rich people hired tools to spout to 
the poor about some empty reforms, such 
as free silver, single tax, tariff, gold stand- 
ard and down with tbe tmsts, telling them 
that if they only got these reforms they 
would cnre all their troubles. 

The name given these tools was "politi- 
cians." They would spout about another 
country oppressing its people, while their 
ov<-u army was in a foreign country with a 
sword in one band and a chain in the 
other, offering tbe natives their choice be- 
tween the two. They would spout about 
the starving people of a neighboring coun- 
try, while their own country was filled 
with tramps and their cities with starving 
women and children. .They would spout 
about imperialism and the indignities of- 
fered this country by another nation to de- 
tract the c.ot;imon psople's aitenlion from 
a law that places the b.<inker''s hand upon 



the throat of every man, woman and child 
in the nation. 

They would spout about the oppression 
of militarism abroad, while forcing citizens 
of their own countr}' to sign a petition for 
a continnance of it at home, or leave their 
homes. 

They would spout abont protection, and 
allow one corporation to rob the people of 
hundreds of millions. And the stranger 
wondered much at all these contradictions 
and subterfuges, and looked for tbe cause, 
and be saw that tbe whole rotten construc- 
tion of intrigues, thievery, lying, starva- 
tion,, murder, oppression, long hours of 
labor, lives of idleness, ignorance and suf- 
fering was built upon one small point : 
Tbe private ownership of the means of 
production. 

Tbe magician then said: "We have 
seen what is, let us see what will be," and 
he touched all of the people with tbe magic 
wand. Tbe change was wonderful. They 
rose up as one man and did away with one 
thing, private ownership of tbe means of 
production. And tbe whole rotten struc- 
ture fell of its own weight. 

The law books were thrown away ; tbe 
lawyers, judges, politicians and plutocrats 
went to work ; jails and court houses were 
turned into schools ; every one had plenty ; 
childveu had play time and schooling ; old 
age had rest and care ; fathers had employ- 
ment and assurance of their children's 
welfare and of their own maintenance in 
old age ; mothers' hearts were satisfied — 
all done by the magician's wand. 

The veil is ignorance. The. wand is 
Knowledge. The magician must be Your- 
self. R. R. TRIPP. 



THQ SHAMB BSI,ONGS TO AI,!,. 

Shame on tbe miser -with unused riches. 
Who robs the toiler to swell his horde; 
Who beats down tbe wages of diggers of 
ditches. 

And steals tbe bread from tbe poor man's 
board. 

Shame on tbe owner of mines '«rhose 
cruel 

And seifisn measures have brought bim 
wealth, 

While the ragged wretches who dig bis 

fuel 

Are robbed of comfort, and hope, and 
health. 

Shame ou tbe ruler who rides in bis car- 
riage 

Sought by the labor of half-paid men — 
Men who are shut out of home and mar- 
riage. 

And are herded like sheep in a hovel pen. 

—Ella Wheeler Wilcox. 

DON'T press your claim to preferment 
so as to become obnoxious, as when you 
find opposition to. your advancement, be 
prudent, conciliatorj*, and retire with dig- 
nity until a more convenient season. If a 
majority prefer another, yield him a unani- 
mous victory, and be the first to give way 
and congratulate him on success. This 
will tend to your prosperity and more 
readily bring a triumph than to force for- 
ward against opposition, creating conten- 
tions and personal animosities so disastrous 
to the harmony of the Order. 
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Late Locals. 

X/ocal Union No. 39. 
Cleveland, O., March 10, 1900. 
Editor Electrical Worker : 

Rain, sleet, ice and every old kind of 
weather all in a bunch on March ist put 
the city on the hummer; in plain words, 
both telephone companies were deaf and 
dumb. Telegraph lines, Postal and West- 
ern Union, were in the same fix; electric 
light company in darkness for four nights; 
street railway {Big Consolidated) lines 
Were on the tramp (or fare. One of the 
best storms that ever bleyr down the pike 
hit this section of the country, and talk 
about doing a good job ? — you would have 
cried to see all that angel feed laying 
around loose. The price at the time was 
16 cts. per lb., but the market was over- 
stocked, caused by the gigantic trust (sleet 
and wind), and then the fteople will shout 
till their lungs are played out to put down 
these bloodthirsty trusts and monopolies. 
I say they are wrong. Let the trusts do 
business on the same lines as has already 
been operated in Cleveland this month and 
all the' floaters in the country will be at 
work. Say, but this storm was a peach. 
The parties who joked about a sleet storm 
on Feb. 28th, over a few small cold bottles 
did not think that their views would be car- 
ried out so soon. The next morning told 
a different tale. Get out and hike and 
clear up the street. The loss in Cleveland 
to the Bell Co. will amount to $250,000 to 
put things O. K. The Cuyahoga Tel. Co. 
did not lose over Sio,ooo; all they lost was 
wire. 7'hcir lines were all new and their 
leads were light; but the Bell Co. leads 
were heavy. Some leads had 14 arms and 
three cables on them, and when they let 
go everything on the street went. The 
sight was somethiAg grand to see. The 
tops of 60 poles snapf>ed ofi like pipe 
stems; the streets blocked with tangled 
wire and broken poles. Say, and the junk 
dealers, they did not touch a piece of cop- 
per wire two inches long. But the long 
pieces — well, they were a dead one on the 
market. ' The market was overstocked. 
The market dropped from 16 cts. to o in a 
few hours. I saw good wire-fixers hand- 
ling the stuff crjing like children. (Say, 
Mr. Editor, did you ever make a sale? You 
know what I have reference to.) 1 know 
some fellows who were in the business. I 
can recall to memory 'a few comical inci- 
dents about the siorm. A pal of miue tried 
to jolly the Gen'l Supt. of on^ .comp?ny to 
let him get out among that angel feed, but 
he said, " 1 don't think you are strong 
enough; I am afraid your arm might give 
out, so that you could not hand them in. 

The Bell Co. brought in gangs from De- 
troit, Grand Rapids, Battle Creek, Colum- 
bus — in all they had about 125 linemen 
trom different parts of their system, be- 
sides the floaters. They came from all 



parta, St. Louis, Chicaf^o, Milwaukee, Pitts- 
burg, Youngstown, L;ir>a, Syacuse and 
Powersville. With tiu>. storm came the 
foHowing ofii'-ers troni diilerent locals: 
Detroit. Pres. D. Scsnlon- Rtc. Sec. G. H. 
Bro'vn; Grand RapiHs, Vice-Pres. Henry 
Tripp; Columbus, Rsc. Sec. J. A. (ranks; 
Fin. Sec. Mike Ebner. Chas. Demar (St. 
Louis and Chicago), Cooaey the Fox, from 
No. 9, and a couple of boys from the Sun- 
ny South, J nines Mack, the tramp wire- 
palcher, anrl his side partner Jack Ely, 
fresh from th" lumber caniu.s c' Georgia, 
where they were installing' an isolated plant 
for the past 60 days. They say they are 
tickled to deiith to be with a hunch of snow 
and ire hustlers once more. ' When Jim 
Mack met his old friend Cy Gechter they 
looked at each other and then took some 
conversation water (nit). Well, it does a 
person good '.o see old pais once in a while. 
The three of us worked for Rockefeller 
once. Cy was the main fixer, Jim and I 
did the work. Cy carried the lead-psncil, 
which he is an expert with; that is his long 
graft. 

The annua! ba!! cf Local Nri. 39 was a 
grand success. Trostier's Hall, on Feb. 
22nd, never looked gayer than on that oc- 
casion; was ali decked with bunting and 
flags besides the electrical effects; the set 
pieces consisting of a large iiag, lamps of 
red, white and blue operated with ain auto- 
matic switch gave it a wavy appearance. 
The emblem 1. B. E. \V. worked out with 
60 lamps; welcome sign, 105 lamps; 5- 
pointed star, 45 lamps; horseshoe "Good 
Luck," 75 lamps, besides various decora- 
tions loaned to us. The stage was decor- 
ated with palms and choice flowers. The 
attendance was large and every one bad a 
good time. You can imagine yourself 
among the four hundred and then your 
ideas will be correct. 'iTie reception and 
floor committee were in full-dress suits 
(wire fixers) and white gloves, and a finer 
set of men could not be found. The ladies 
just 'thought them O. K., with their patent- 
leather dancing-pumps, which th&y re- 
placed with a pair of hooks the next day, 
and in place of dress suits and white shirts 
they wore blue jeans and flannel shirts. 
But while they were dressed up they locked 
like members of the U. S. Senate. 

joe Dooley had on patent-leathers, the 
first he ever owned, ho borrowed them. 
Cy Gechter whs there with his iittie train 
of cars to explaiu matters to Bro. Snider 
(i'cp), who wa? side-settmg nil night. Bro. 
O'-Ieil (Slim), dropped in from Akron to 
heir; the boys along and have a good timt;. 
When the ijrand morcii was started there 
was a grand sight, the whole coiumittee in 
the lead, and the v.'ay they cut the figures 
on the floor was a cr.ution. F. '.'ai vbody en- 
joyed themselves. The guests were Tom 
Wheeler, Grand President !. b R. W.; Mr. 
Geo. Cleveland, inspector for the Board of 
Underwriters; Mr. E. F. Chapican, Supt. 



Con. for the Cuyahoga Tel. Co.; Mr. Sam 
Harris, Asst. Supt. Con. for the Cuyahoga 
Tel. Co.; Mr. Bob Ruttle.'Supt. of Under- 
ground Dept. Cuyahoga Tel. Co.; Mr. 
Howard Tripp, Cleveland Illuminating 
Co.; Mr. Paul Schriner, Deputy Police 
Clerk; T. K. Roberts, Bus. Agent Local 
No. 55 (plumbers); James J. Mason, 'Bus. 
Agent Local No. 120 (sreamfitters); Pete 
Black, Bus. Agent Building Laborers; 
Wade Shurtliff, Bus. Agent K. of L. Musi- 
cians; Cy Gechter, ex-Bus. Agent Local 
No. 38; Frank Snider, Local No. 17, De- 
troit; Fred Hobby, Bus. Agent of Waiters* 
Union. 

The banquet was grand, the spread was 
one of the. finest — the program will show 
for itself. Enclosed find same, which, will 
give full details. Mr. Editor, you can re- 
member the ball which you attended in 
1893. Well, that was .seven years behind 
the present time, and all the old-timers had 
a good time. But this one eclipsed every- 
thing. The various locals that rexeiv-ed 
our invitations can judge from their style 
as to how swell we wt?re. 

The visiting brothers who are working 
here on the stonn attended meetiirg on 
last Thursday and saw how our goat per- 
forms. We sent four candidates through 
the circuit. The visitors were surprised; 
they never saw anything like that work be- 
fore. They all wished they had a goat like 
No. 39. Bro. Dick Scanlon tried to steal 
him but he got butted a few times, arid 
Tripp, of the Rapids, had to climb up the 
window-sill. Chas. Demar from No. 9 got 
scared when they were ducked in the hot 
water and then dried out on a Vv hitehead 
Torpedo. Vou saw thrt goat work; you 
can explain to the natives of Powersville, 
and I think they will get one. And still 
they come. It will not be long bsfore we 
reach the 150 mark and all wire iixers 

Say, No. 56, wake up and give some at- 
tention to Tom Connors' case ; we are 
waiting to hear from you. Whe:? there is 
a member sick in our neighborhood we take 
care of him and notify his local, but No. 56 
seemb slow. The ist of March has passed 
and you have not made any attempt. We 
have sickness at home, but the inembers 
of No. 39 are always ready to help a needy 
brother in the hour of need. Now get a 
move on you and show your hand. 

Bro. Austin Mulhern is laid up with 
typhoid fever ; the relief committee at- 
tends to his wants and sees that he has all 
things necessary. Bro. John Mangon, who 
fell from a pole, is ivorking again. . 

Local No. 14 of Pittsburg had better not 
be so hasty in taking in r.^.embers who had 
an application in No. 39, tmi went to Pitts- 
burg, and were initiated in No. 14 on a ^5 
rate ; the candidate had .-ilready paid half 
of his admission fee, f.tc, to local No. 39. 
In doing so, the local should enter into 
communication with the one in the town he 
came from to find out if these applicants 
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are O. K. No. 39 has half of ihe initiation 
fee ol the party referred to and will keep 
it, according to constitution, as the party is 
working and has bi& card deposited with 
No. y). 

The members of No. 3g are all taking s 
lively interest in the work ; they all attend 
(that is, a lar^e majority,) to hel^ along 
those weary candidates who want to get 
into the large and grand circuit. If all 
locals had a good, lively initiation, it would 
help-to bring out itc members. 

Say, Mr. Editor, ! hope the locals 
throughout the country have donated to 
the call from the locals in trouble down in 
Jersey.. I would like to see^a list in the 
Worker of those wlio have donated. As 
this month's letter has been a heavy one, I 
%vill pull the plug. 

GEORGE H. GLEASON. 

Htirrah for the International! 
Rochester, N. Y., Feb. 20, 1900. 
Editor Electrical Worker: 
. 1 am a member in good standing in the 
1. B. E. W. at the present time, and was a 
member of the old N. B. E. VV. since 1S92, 
and have never been suspended for non- 
payment of dues. As I am a member in 
good standing I would respectfully ask for 
space in the official journal which I read 
each month with great interest, as it gives 
me just the information 1 am after of what 
is going on in the Brotherhood. Technical 
knowledge I can get from other sources. 
I was somewhat amused at Electron's 
letter last month, in which he gives a very 
finely drawn picture of the slaughtering of 
the Filippinos by the American Soldiers. 
Now, what has this to do with the labor 
movement is what I would like to know? 
Is a man any less an American because he 
wishes his fellow craftsmen across the 
water success? Is he any less an Ameri- 
can because he has voted to make our 
Brotherhood International? This talk of 
Jc£ferson, Monroe and Jackson squirming 
in their graves looks pretty, but Jefferson, 
Monroe and Jackson never had anything 
to do with wages and hours for electrical 
workers. Why, Mr. Editor, the moulders, 
the cigar makers and a great many other 
labor organizations are international. The 
American Federation of Labor places 
charters across the water. Now, what good 
reason have the electrical workers for not 
doing as others do? The unionism of to- 
day is a broad-minded unionism and ex- 
teuils all ovtr tlio civilized world. It 
reaches out the hand of support to all mnn 
and woman kind, a kind that is out (or 
the welfare of every one, irrespective of 
nationality, politics or creed, and I have 
every reason to believe our organization 
will be more successful than ever before. 

With the best wishes for the entire 
Brotherhood, 1 am 

Fraternally, 

AMPERE. 



THB BAIVIf IN THE TOWN THAT J ACK 
BUII/T. 

Bu!-l:e, Hoitoii, Dawsoa and Utt, 

All union men and true. 
Into our Local came with a stmt 

On Tuesday night to wake. us up. 
And swore they'd help us out of the rut 

In less than a month or two. 
Proposed that 95 give a ball 

Inside Gemania's big white hall. 
At which might dance both short and tall 

In this the town that Jack built. 

Wilson, Barneys, Fox and Dick, ■. 

Like tigers fought for the floor, 
But Dawson's grey hair prefereuce took, ■ 

His plaus to the local read like a book; 
To his way of thinking we all have to look. 

As others have done before. 
The Southwest Light Co. current donated. 

At which of course we were highly elated, 
' Each hoped ere long to be properly mated 

At the ball in the town that Jack built. 

Lnfkins, Langston, McCullom and Dill, . 

The best looking men in the local, 
Were charged by local command most 
emphatic 

To design the illumination most emble- 
matic, 

And fix up a banner with machine current 
static. 

And to render our music vocal. 
Blunt, Baldwin, Baker and Beever, 

Morris, McBride, JlcGregor and Peeler, 
All said they would help at the ball with 
Fischer, 

For surprise to the town that Jack built. 

Nesbit, Barron, Bosse and Scott, 
Who live in the wilds of Galena, 

Becoming excited at hearing such news, 
Forgot themselves, and paid a month's 
dues ; 

Jackson almost forgot the goo.se 
And thought be was playing Keno. 

Manning went d&Wn to get a drink, 
Cowell's two fer fell into the si.nk., 

Nelson grabbed it as quick as a wink 
All this in the town that Jack built. 

Hoxeyi Clover, Liggitt and Harbit 
Chimed in to push things along, 
Stinison talked a good deal, didn't say 
much either, 
Stevens started, could'nt hear him 
neither, 

While Ferguson almost got' the fever, 

Trying to sing his song. 
Densuiore tried to ride the goat, 

Williams and Watson took off their coat.. 
Farnhani and Beacfael got off the la&t joke 

On Joplin the town that Jack built.. 

L. U. 95, be it known to all brothers. 

In 'a mining district is located, 
Where lead and zinc ore (the last here 
called Jack) 
Is found in. large quantities at bottom of 
pack. 

Large profits, from the sale of which yours 
truly lacks 



Keeps this town from being vacated ; 
Aud if any the boys that my name hav.e 
fcjgot, 

Should happen upon me this moment to 

drop, 

I am sure that to catch me they surely 
could not 

Nor 'ecu in the town that Jack built. 

N. O. Smits. 

No poorer excuse for not joining a labor 
organization can be made than that which 
is offered by those who say they believe in 
nnious, but they don't like the way 'they 
are conducted. The fact of the m'attcr'iis, 
those people, above all others, see the 
good done by labor organizations ; they 
know that if it wasn't for labor organiza- 
tions tbey themselves would cut a very 
sorry picture when making teirms with 
their employer ; they are the ones who 
reap a good deal of the benefits of organi- 
zation ; still they are not honest or manly 
enough to stand up and be counted with 
those who are fighting the battles of the 
whole body of wage-worke/s, both organ- 
ized and unorganized. — Industrial Banner. 

^r>%«^/?M8 BIOYGLES 9'S$^n 

/ UsSi S/' all makes, (tood as uer.-. «3 lo« 1# 

t-A m NKW 190O Model:!, SI 1 to SSO 
0^ >}% 'S>8 4 ■99 Jlodels, hiKh gradu. S8 to SlTt 
#7 !*' vi C'*"Pat factor}' sale, tiirei-t to ri'ser* "We thip 
V J "I'v l!''\lf.''y't-.'u'rf onapproval; send usanorder, » 
^Ai^i^ EARM A BICYCLE distribotti* 

g ■l.'sjMiJ^Cntalopuos for u?. We wi:! irire one Rtder 
R l?*" i">.A?l-'''' "''^ rKKK tiSE of sample 

B'li''^ ^^.j'*«'iteci to ride and c.xiiil.it. 

V.'KlTe AT ONCEfor Sarcain I.i-^-tandonx 
ft 'I'S ^ S-pKiJUI. iJFh'F.R. .Uldrcss Uepfe 6o D. 

\^KEAD GYGLE GO., GMcago. 

One-Third of Your Marnings 
disappear in taxes and profits on taxes. 

The Clothing manufacturer pays on raw 
materia! and product, and after including 
in cost, acids a profit to total, thus collect- 
ing from purchaser taxes paid and profit 
on taxes. 

The Wholesale Merchant pays tax on 
his stock of clothing, includes tax in cost 
price and adds profit to total, thus collect- 
ing compound profit on taxes paid by man- 
ufacturer, as well as profit on .tax paid by 
himself. 

Th° Ke*?,i! Merchant repeats the trans- 
action and the consumer foots the bill. 

A Single Tax on Land Values cannot be 
added to price paid for the use of land. It 
would save you one-third of your earnings, 
and by df-stroying the monopoly of land, 
would enable you to e^rn more. 

Send for snmple copy of 

THS SINOIfB TAX WORI,I>, 

Indianapolis, Ind. 

The Wire and Steel Triis t 
controls the output because it owns the 
land from which the raw materials which 
enter into its product are taken. 

The Coal and Oil Trusts receive their 
greatest power from their monopoly of coal 
and oil land. 

The Unorganized Land Trust is the 
greatest of all. It is capitaliaed at S40,ooo,- 
000,000. The people who use land must 
pay interest on this capitalization for the 
mere privilege of livine on and using the 
land. 

The Single Tax will Destroy Land Mon- 
opoly. 

Send for sample copy of 

TUS SINGI^S TAX WORKD, 

Indianapolis, Ind. 
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SCAB I/IST. 

Name* of Fersoas Who Workea Agaiaat 
the Brotherhood at ClcTelaad. 

CUYAHOGA TELEPHONE. 

Nelson. 
James. 

*Win. Crossley, Cincinnati, lineman. 

Wm. Colby, 

♦Robinson, " 

Andy Hirams, " 

Std. Spence, " 

Wm. Bennett, 

Wm. Griffiths, 

C.W. Freahr, " and Peoria, III. 

*Wm. Aider, Columbus, lineman. 

♦Frank Grove, Columbus, lineman. 

♦D. R. Davidson, St. Louis. 

Carter, " » lineman. 

*G. Cabanne, 

*R. Hurstburgb, •• 

*T. M. Corchran, •' 

Dude Loughlin, " 

♦Ed. Delaney, 

♦Frank Lewm, 

♦R. W. Gage, 

Bramhal, " 

Ollie (Red) Strausbury, Cleveland. 

W, F. Norton, 

♦Ed. Cannon, No. 38 " 
A. Saum, 

♦Cord Chapman. No. 38, " 
J. C. Quinn, •' •' 

♦Wm. Grant, " 
•Nelson Wilson, •• 
Arthur Taylor, 

John McMahon, " 

Kid Loughlin, Covington, Ky. 

*Chas. Pnillians, Lima, Ohio. 

♦Pearl Webb, Wabash, Ind. 

♦Fred CoUaster, Grand Rapids^ Mich., 

lineman. 
♦Ebey, Holland; Mich... lineman. 
Robert Purseglore, Elyria, Lineman. 
Chas. Smith (one eyed) Upper Sandusky, 

Lineman. 
CW. Graver. 

CLEVELAND ELECTRIC RY. 

(Big Consolidated.) 
♦Phil Akers, Local No. 45, Buffalo, N. Y. 
♦Steve' Coyne, Local No. 38, Cleveland. 
♦James Holiday, Local No. 38, Cleveland, 
♦lames CumnMngs, Loral No. o, Chicago. 
*l3urk, Milwaukee, Wis. 
♦Fivnn, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
♦Smith, 

♦Pat Casey. Local No. 38, Cleveland. 

Gus Johnston, 

Chas. C. Hendershott, 

Tom Warren. 

Kes yrbo ScaLbt>ed In St. Xonie Snrins No. 
3'a Strike. 

MISSOURI-EDISON. 



♦Jno. McGann, 
*L. Baldwin, 
♦Chas. Addleraan 
♦Joe Edwards, 
♦Joe Aber, ; 
Geo._ McL.^ugbIin 
Fred Schantz. 
Jack McCune, 
Bill Kelly, 
Lee Cass'avant, 
Frank Widoe, 
Jas. Murphy, 
Rube Smith, 



♦Frank Kellv, 
♦Dick Harris, 
•Harry Murphy, 
. * Frank Maher' 
♦Wake; Baldwin, 
Koiry Swarthing, 
Tom Watts, 
Jjm Carr, 
Tony Burkle, 
Frank Burns, 
Tim Murphy, 
Chas. Pipes, 
Del. Scott. 



BELL TELEPHONE. 

Chas. Phillips, Bill O'Dell, 

Geo. Johnson (scabby) Noah Maclamore, 
Frank Gocus. L. Hull, 

*Mike Cunningham, Jim Breen, 
*Chas. Johnson, Fred Obermiller, 
t rank Haverstraw, Bill Gillin, 




KIND WORDS FROn UNION HEN 
have done much to build 
up cur great trade on 

one 

^ Overalls and P^nts. 

V/E Thank you. 




{ 



I 

Soft t'ut Keystone ? It's on the TJckeL 
19th year in businese and never 
.. bad a strike ; that's our 
labor record. 

Cleveland & Whitehill Co., 

Newburgh, N. Y. 



jRik Carson, Andy Gamble, 

Ed. Warentine, Al. Hayslip," 
Bill Ogie, John Simons, 

Jno. (Baldy) Hamble, Jchr, Eiker,- 

{&o.(Heckery)Darrah,Wm. Ingstrom, 
lenry Casoy, ■ *Dick Lewisj 
Wm. Taben, Perrv M anion, 

B. S. McCloskey, Jno^t>are, 



W. Davison, 
W. G. Fry (better 
known as Rube) 
Davison, 
Cleeland, 
W. Batterton, 



b. Davison. 
F. Burmeister, 
J. Powers, 
C. Fuller, 
Chas. Reynolds, 
.J. Hall, ■ 



Geo. Lucas, Ed. Le Vnlley, 

Jno. McGinnis, Wm. Burke, 
Chas. Post, Geo. Allen, 

Chas. Gillmore, Oney Gregg, 
Jno. Laderoot. 

Men Who Scabbed In the Kewark I,ocfcont. 

E. C. Boughton, Local No. 20. 
W. J. Bigler, (Whispering Willie) 
Chas. Flynn (Blizzard) 
Robt. Caskey (Toothpick) 
James McDonough (bender) 



KINLOCH TEL. CO. 



B. Aibaugb, 
Ed. Holman, 
Frank Turner, 
Henry Hisserich, 



Frank Lewin, 
Adolph Meyer, 
A. Dock, 
Ernest Dennisoui 
William Stewart. . 
An asterisk (♦) before a name indicates 
that the scab was a member of the union. 

Men who Scabbed at Detroit. 
, DETROIT TELEPHONE CO. 

H. McLaughlin, Karry Chavlier, 

L. E. Clark, Wm. Doliman, 

C, Kressler, Wm. Wright (Union) 

BELL CO. 



Jack Kclty, 
Andy Peters, 
John Peaty, 
Richard Peaty, 
Louea Alson, 
Tim Leahv, 
Chas. McCarten, 



John McHugh, 
Wm. Flanery, 
William Farrell, 
Wm. Crevling, 
■Geo. Mitchell, 
Patrick Kin({, 
Chas. Van Trolley, 



John White (Boston), Ervy Slosch, 
John Keenan, Chas. Sorum, 

Jack Davern, — -Hendricks 



Harry House, 

John Vallier,. 
Anthony Cress, 
Jos. Cainpau, 
Heck Dunbar, 



Louis .McTaggart, 

Mike Borrand; 
G. Pringle, 
J. Eastland, 
B. McManus, 
A. Zoblowski, 



KLEIN'S CLLTiBERS 

Conueotors', Iji-rieiii«,n*.s 
and Constrnr'tiou Tools: 

CataloKoe Freo *i'Sen«i for one 
MATHIAS KLEIN & 50N, 

87-S3 W. Van Buren St., C.Mcago. (its. 




The general welfare of the Order should 
be the first thing considered in exercising 
the right to vote for any person or on any 
question. What is the best for the Order' 
is the qpestion, and it should be conscten- 
tionsly determined free from prejudice or 
favoritism, and the vote be cast accord- 
ingly. 



Central Manufacturing Co. 

Chattanooga, Vetm. 
ManDftclurcrs tni Deilen Id 

Yellow Pine Cross Arms, Locust Pins, Oak 
Pins, Electrical Mouldings, Oak Brackets. 

XRtge stocks on Haad. 

Delivtred fricts quoted, F. O. B. can, your city, in 
any quantity. M^Wriieut. 
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Directory of Unions. 

Sectetaries will pleasr furnish the neces^iy iu- 
forraation to make tbia directory complete. Note 
thak the time and place of meeting, the name of the 
PresidcKt, the natdes and addresses of the Record- 
toff aud Kinaccial Secretaries are required. 

Ko. 1, St. lK>tila, Mc— Meets eveiy Monday at 
£o< Market st. Pres., F. P. Kinsley, 1632 Washiug- 
ton ave.; R. S., W. J. Gilsdorf, 1233 Chouteau ave.; 

F. S., Harry Ellison, 5057A Minerva are. 

No, s, Kansas City, Mo.— Pres., A. C. Epper- 
JI4 West 7lh sL, K. C, Mo.; R. S., C. L. Loiu, 
707 Campbell St., K. C, Mo.; F. S., L. S. Gordon, 
739 BlmwoodaTC. 

No. 3, St. IrOtils, ISO.— Meets every Thursday 
St te4 Market st. pres., J. Orr, 122 So. 12th St.; K. 
S., J. T. O'lirien, Mo. Stock ExehanKC Hotel, 
Bremen ave.; F. S., J. McCarthy, 1525 Olive st. 

Ku. St New VoTk, Inside Wiremen.— Pres., 

G. O. Tenney, 1044 Tiffany St.; F. S., J. J. guinn, 
sg^ First av. y 

Mo. 4i New Orleans, I/a.— Meets every Wed- 
nesday evening at Carondelct and Perdido sis. 
Pres., Tim Cronin. 701 Caroudelet St.; R. S.. Harry 
Smith, ^2i Camp St.; F. S , H. W. Boyd, 616 Julia st. 

No. 5, Pittsburgh, Pa, — Meets every Friday 
night in Electrical Workers' Hall. 320 4th av. Pres. 
T, S. Hasfcins, 3364 Madison av,, Pittsburgh; R. S., 
'S. H. Herps, 71 Isabella St., Alleghany; F. S,, 
W. A, PuUiam, 215 E, Ohio st. 

Ko. 6, San Francisco, Cal.— Meets every Wed- 
nesday evening in Friendship Hall, 120 O'Parrell 
St. Pres., George P. Keetley, 409 Market st,; R. S., 
A..fi. Yoell, 631 Stevenson St.; F. S., R. P. Gale, laS 
Fern ave. 

No. 7, SprUiErttrid, Mass. — Meets every 
Weduesaay at room 14 Mames Bllc, Pres., G. T, 
McOilTvay, 75 Pynchon si.; R. S., W. F. Kavanaugh, 
Merrick, Mass.; F. S,, D. B. Ahgreen, 276 Hancock 
street. 

No. 8, Toledo, O.— Meets every Monday at 
Friendship Hall. Pres., F, L. Lucas, 2244 Union 
st,; R. S., C. H, Carroll, iioi Newbury St.; F. S., F, 
M. Gensbechler, 705 Pi-outy ave. 

Ho. 9, Chicago, 111.— Meets every Saturday at 
83 Madisim St., llall 6. Pres., W. A, Jackson, Kug. 
Co,'s 16 3:sl and Ecfifbom sts.; R. S., Jas. L. Col- 
lin.';. 1151 Wcsl.Madisou St.; F. S,, Joseph DriscoU, 
77 Fuller St. 

No. 10, Indianapolis, Ind,— Meets every Mon- 
day at Labor Union Hall, 136 N, Pennsylvania st. 
Pres., F. E. Swift. 729 S. Delaware st,; R. S., W. O. 
I>cdley, 1 1 28 East Pratt St.; F, S., C, J, Langdon, Soi 
West Pratt st. 

No. II, Waterbury. Ct.— Pres. W. A. Chase, 809 
Main St., F. S., W, K., Eidridge, 2o3 S. Elm st. 

No. X*, Fueblo, Colo.— R. S,, A. James, 1043 
Cedar st. 
No. 13, El Paso, T«. 

No. 14, PittsbuTETli, Pa.— Meets every Tuesday 
evening in Electrical Workers' Hall, 320 4th av. 
Pres., H. T, Sullivan, 35 K. Robinsou St., .iUeghnuy; 
R. S., H. S, Farrell, 50 Washington St., Pittsburgh; 
F, S., F. D. Maloae,35 E. Robinson St., Alleghany, 

No. xj, Ter-sey City, N. J.— Pres. W. J, Dooiey, 
415 West Side ave.; R. S., H Manderville, 13 Frost 
Bt; F. S., P. ShugTue, 211 Bay st. 

Ho. 16, Bvansville, Ind.— Pres., K.T. Mitchell, 

663 upper 8th St.; Rcc. Sec, C. G. Kern, 16 lower 
Sth St.; Fin. Sec., Garby Perdue, 211 upper 7t;i st. 

No. 17, Betroit, Mich.- Meets every Tuesday 
night at No. 47 Monroe av. Pres., R. Scenlan, 62 
Buchanan St.; R. S., G. H. Brown, 50 Chester Bv.; K. 
8., George H. Jacobs, 84 Oriswold st. 

Ko. t8, Kansas City, Mo.— Meets every Thurs- 
day evening at loog-ii Walnut st. Pres., U. C, 
Jones, T320 Walnut St.; R. S., F. J, Costelanc, 622 
W. 7th St.; P. S., W. M, Reed, 717 Delaware st, 

Ko. 19, Atchison, Kan,— Meets everv Tuesday 
f.i ijlectrical Worksrs Hall, 710 Main st.' Prts., F. 
J. Roth, 906 N. Tenth st.; R. S., Hugo Walters, 600 
Commercial st,; F. S., J. C. Sweeney, 600 Ccm- 
tni^rcial st. 

Ko. ao, New York City.— Meets at 360 Ful- 
loi. sliec'., Erooktya. Pres., D. E. MostellSi-. 33: 
Ijih St.. Brooklyn; R. S., J. G. Charles, 556 Kosci- 
uteost.', Hrooklyn; F. S., J. W. Lindsay, 70 South 
lotll St., BrooVlyn. 

No. Philadelphia, Pa.— Meets every Friday 
in Hancock Hall, 814 Giiard ave. Pres., Wm. Mc- 
l^adden, 3^06 Melou St.; R. S., A. B. Dii Bois, 2S56 
Hancock St.; F. S., Wm. Godshall, 2549 Hutchin- 
fiou st, 

lio. as, Omaha, Neb,— Meets every Wednes- 
dsv at Labor T.-^mple, 17th & IJouKlas st.s. Pres., 
F,'F, Biisminger. 1901 Leavenworth st,: R. S,, G. 
JS. Russell, 2344 Reese si.; F. S., M. J. Currdu, 2544 

Reese St. 

Ko. 33, St. Paul, Minn.— Pres., P. J. Menard, 
i4tH, nih St.; R. S., S. W. Manning. 466 Fairiug- 
tou av,; F. S., W, B, Tubesing, 447 Martin st. 



No. 34, Minneapolis, Minn. — Pres., T. W. 
Keliej', 2&)5 i.<itliave. Soutb: R.S., George Holfcrd, 
1510 East 32nd St.; F, S,, John Reynolds, 1815 4th av. 
South. 

No. asi lerre Haiite; Ind.— Pri-,., G. Cocper: 
V. S., H. AU icctt, t:i^ M jib^rrj' sL 

No. a6, 'Si'aslilnKtoc. D. C.—tJeets every Wed- 
nesday 6tiiir4ir3>h a-", .' Pres., Eigsir :>ffi5«a, .6/6 
3ist st„ N', W.; R, S., S.'C. BuckiuKbam, siS otb 
St., N. W.; F. S., G, A, Malone, 48 L- st, N, W. 

No. 37, Baltitnore, M. D. — Meets every Mon- 
day at Hall, cor. Fayette and Park avs. Pres., W.W, 
Welsh, 1420 Asquith st,; R. and F. S., W, W. Davis, 
539 N. Mount St. 

No. a8. Ft. Worth, Texas.— Pres., Lee Stevens, 
Standard Light & Power Co.; F. S„ C, F. Crabtree, 
City Electrician; R. S„ Martin Dosher, 104 Hous- 
ton St. 

No. a9 Trenton, N, J.— Meets every Tuesday 
evening at Ribson Building. Pres., P. J. Dunn, 
,';o Ferine av.; R. .S., Frank Jcfferies, 22 Bank St.; 
F, S., P. J. Carr, 58 Model ave. 

No. 30, Clnclonatl, O.— Meets ist and 3d Mon- 
days at 136 E. Court st. Pres., Joseph Dailey, 87 
Plum St., Cin., O.; R, S., Wm. Price, 337 Hodge St., 
Newport, Ky.; P. S„ Geo. R. HUdebrand, 403 B. 
3rd St., Cincinnati Ohio. 

No, 31, Dulath, Minn.— Pres., B, J. Mcajher, 
220 2d av. W.; R, S., E. A. Nelson,34B 3dst.;F. S., 
M. A, Hibbard, 1020 E. Fourth st. 

No. 3a, I,lma, O.— Pres,. O. G. Snyder, 802 Easl 
High St., Lima, C; R. S., W. C. Holmes, no Har- 
rison ave , Lima, Ohio; F. S., E. Krause, 213 East 
Wayne St., Lima, Ohio. 

No. 33, New Castle, Pa.— Meets every Monday 
ni^ht in the Clendemiog Block. — Pres., John R. 
Triplet ; R. S.. K. C. Stockman, 11 Walnut St.; 
F. S., W. S. Devlin, 6 E.1SI st; 

No. 34, Peoria, 111.— Pres., F. Church; F, S., 
E. H, Ensign, 470 Hourltiert St.: R, S,, N. DeWorth, 

No. 35, Boston, Mass.— Meets every Wednes- 
day at 49 Bennett st. Pres. , Jos. Matthews; R. S. 
E. L. McMillan; F. S., R. H. Bradford, 19 Haskins 
street. 

No. 36, Sacramento, Cal.— Meets ist and 3d 
Tuesdays in Federated Trades Hall, 1013 loth st. 
Pres., C. V. Schneider, 815 J st.; R, S., E. O, 
Strong, 2604 G. St.; F. S., D. Dickie, 2025 J street. 

No. 37, Hartford, Conn.— Meets every Wednes- 
day at 603 Main st, Pres,, Maurice P, Sullivan 177 
Asylum St.: R. S., F, J. Sheehan, 3 Central Row; 
V. S., J. J. Tracy, 58 Temple St. 

No. 38, Cleveland, C— Me^ts every Tuesday 
evening in Atwater BIdg., cor. Superior and S. 
Water sts. Pres., C. G. KieSer, 442 Euclid ave.; 
R, S., E, B. Home, so Outwait st,; F. S., W. M. 
Dixon, 76 Olive st. 

No. 39, Cleveland, O.— Pres., John Bateman, ' 
i59Central av.; R. s., Wm.M. Alexander, i3oSwiss 
St.; F. S., A. W. Mclntyre, 10 Cedar av. 

No. 40, St. Joseph,, Mo.— Meets every Thurs- 
day uight in Building Trades Council Hall, cor, 
Sth and Francis sts. Pres., Wm. T, Wise, 1205 S. 
18th St.; R. S., Wm. S. Dorsel, 1710 Calhoun St.; F. 
S., W. H. Tucker, lotj Scott st. 

No. 41, Buffalo, N. Y.— Meets every Wednesday 
at Council Hall. Pres., Wm. A. Breeze, .tsi Vermont 
St.; R. S„ R. A. Love, 130 Carroll st,; F, S., II. M. 
Scott, £46 Virginia st. 

No. 43, Utica, N. Y.— Meets every Tuesday 
at 132 Genesee St. Pres., W. T. Carter, 632 Bleeker 
St.; R. S., G. O. Carter, 29 Elm St.; F. S., F. Brig- 
ham, 116 Dudley ave. 

No. 43, Syracnse, N. Y., Inside 'Wirenien— 
Meet in Myers Hall cor. Montgomery and EaH 
Genesee sts.. seccond and fourth Fridays. Pres., 
John Kerwin, 311 Oswego st.; R. S., B, W. Lewis, 
1320 S, State st,; F. S., Geo. A. Davenport, 203 
Ontario st. 

No. 44, Rochester, N. Y.— Meets every other 
Tuesday in Uurand BIdg , W. Main St., room 16. 
Pres.. John Haley, 16 Pleasant St.; R. S.. M. War- 
ner, iS S. Court st; F, S., F. M. Martin, 66 Frost av. 

No. 45, Buffalo, N. Y.— Meets ist and 3d Sat- 
urdaysat Council Hall. Pres., L. Bcecher, 71 Sen- 
eca St.; R. S., C. H. Groat, 20S S. Division St.; F, S., 
Wm. Cbatman, 1182 Niagara <t. 

No. 40, Lowell, Macs.— Meets every Thursday 
evening in Engineers' Hall, Wyman's Ex. BIdg., 

cor. Central and Merrimac sts. Pres., James Pav • 
idsou; R. S , John Connors; F. S., Lester G. HrU. 

No. 47 Sionx City, la.— Pres. J. J. Sullivan, 
1701 Center St.: R. S.,-C. H. Lingreu, 814 West4tb 
St.; F. S., W. Trual, G. & S. Elec. Co. 

No, 48, Richmond, Va, — Meets in Druid's 
Hall. cor. 17th and Main sts. Pres., G. N. Mayer, 
2316 E. Grace St.; R. S., V. A. Frv, 603 S. Pine st ; 
F. S., T. J. Watkins, J603 F, Franklin st. 

No. 49, Chicago, 111.— Meets every Second and 
Fourth Tuesday at Jungs Hall 106 E. Randolph st. 
Pres.. Robert H. Folk. 231 N. Stale St.; R. S., W. T. 
Ilonnihan, 4105 Wabash av.;F. S., C, C, Fowler, 1186 
N, Maplewood av. 



Ko. 50, Memphis.— Pres., G. G. Robinson, 3S 
Monroe St.; R, S, and F. S,, A,|M. Bemish, 107 Folk 
street. 

No. 51, Pittsburgh, Pa.— Meets first Sunday 
P. M. and third Friday evening in Electrical Work- 
ers' Hall. 320 4th av. Pres., H. Sadler, 189 McClure 
av., Allegheny, Pa.; R. S,, J, Nero, Bennett Post Of,, 
Alleghany, Pa.; F. S,, P. Corcoran, 303 Shady ave,, 
Alleghany, Pa, 

No. 5», Newark, K. J.— Meet first and third 
Fridays at Marcus L. Ward Hall, 82-84 BeUeville 
ave. Pres., F. J, McNulty, 179 North 2nd »t., New- 
ark, N. J.; R. S,, O, J. Snyder, 325 West st,, W, 
Hoboken, N, J.; F. S., A. H, Thomas, 27 Grace st,, 
BloomSeld, N. J. 

No. 53, Harrlsbnrgr, Pa.— Pres., C A. Swager, 
627 Forster St.; R. S., Jas. P. Bninger, is N. ijth 
St.; F. S., Carl A. B. Anderson, 46 Summitt St. 

Ko. 54, Colntnbns, O.— Meets every Wednes- 
day evening at Hellermaos Hall, lioH E.Town st. 
Pres., Tom Croy, s66}i S. High St.; R. S., J, A. 
Frambes, 2390 Apple St.; F. S., Mike Ebner, Milo, 
Ohio. 

No, ss, Des Moines, la.— Meets every Thurs- 
day Eight at Trades Assembly Hall. Pres., Jas, 
Martin, 1022 4th St.; R, S., James Fit2gerald, 1924 
Lynes St.; F. S., Thomas Fitzpatrick, 77|s loth st. 

No. 56, Brie, Pa.- Meets ist, 3d and 5th Tues- 
days iu Woodman's Hall, 9th and State sts, Pres,, 
L, B, Carson, 61S Holland st,; R. S., J. L. Hampel, 
SS5 W. 3d St. ; F. S,, J, F. St. Clair, 71 1 French st. 

No. S7. Salt I,ake City, Utah— Pres., J. R. 
Blair, 258 S. 2nd Fast St.; R, S„ J. Hodgson, 823 
K. 6th St. south; F. S., Jas. Hodgson, 823 B. 36th st. 

No. s8, Niagara, Falls, N. Y.— Meets 2d and 
fourth Monday in Odd Fellows Hall, pres., H. An- 
derson; P... S., Charles M'agry, 303 Ninth st,; 
F. S., C. Gent, 9 Arcade. 

No. 59, Chicago, 111.— Meet every other Sat- 
urday at Koch's hall, 104 E. Randolph St. — Pres. J. 
H, Maloney. 1359 W. Congress St.; R. S., T. F. 
Cummin^s, 208 East Erie St.; F, S,, J. E, Hayes, 
531 37th St. 

No. 60, San Antonio, Vex.— Meets ad and 4th 
Saturdays at the old Court House, Soldad street. 
Pres.. Walter M. Graham, 1:4 Upson st. ; R. S., John 

E, Kiaft, 1302 N, Flores st,; V. S., Ckas.E. McNe-. 
mar, 818 Av. D. 

No. 61, 1,0s Angeles, Cal.— Meets every Thurs- 
day at United Council Hall, 112^ Spring st. Pres., 
K. W. Frankhouser, 348 S, Hill st,; R. S., H. J. 
Francis, i8i6 Micbican av.; F. S,, R. B. Porter, 1116 
East 8th st. 

No. 63, Ycansr.stov.'n, C— Pres., O. F. Hart- 
man, 609 Covington St.; R. S,, George L. Eag'.eton, 
117 Mill St.; F, S., W. H. Buzard, 534 JJuequesne st. 

No. 63, Vi arren. Pa.— Meets ist and 3d Wednes- 
days at D. O, H. Hall, cor. 2d and Liberty sts. Pres. 

F. W. Lesser, Liberty St.; R. S,, R, Y, Bden, Jlever, 
House; P. S, N, H, Spencer, Rogers SIk. 

No. 64, Oakland, Cal.— F. S., W. P. Olmsted, 
Eureka Hotel; R. S., J. II. Oley, 1012 I4tb st. 

No. 65, Bntte, Mont.— Meets 3d and 4tb 
I'ridays in Oc.i^Iev Blk. cor. Main and Park sts. 
Pres.,. Jas. E. Davidson, Omsley Blk; R. S. &F. S, 
W. C. Medhui-st, P. O. Box 846, 

No. 66, Houston, Tex. — Meets ist and 3d Mon- 
days. Pres., Geo. Sehorn, 513 Houston av.; R. S., 
F. A. Pe'«TP, r abor Hall; F. S , R. R, Tripp, 2909 
Fannin st. 

No. 67, Qnincy, 111.— Meets 2d and 4th Wsdnss- 
days at Trades Assembly HaU, S. Sth St. Pres., W. 
V. Wagner, 53, Locust St.; J. M. Redmond, Sij 
Jersey st.; F. S., C. H. McNemee, 511 S.Tth si. 

No. 68, Denver, Col.— Meets Monday night 
at 1731 Arapho St., Club BIdg.; Pres., Charles Sal- 
strom, 6aS 2tSb ave.; R. S., T. B. Spellis^y, i>;'tb 
and Curtis, Abbott, Hotel; F. S., W. L. Green, 2:27 
Grant ave. 

Ko. 69, Dallas, Tex.— Meets every Wednesday 
night at Labor Temple, ii6 Main st. Pres., Frr.nk 
Set'or, 156 Camp St.; R. S., Joe Wilheson, 292 Main 
St.; P. S., H. E. Cooper, iii Gaston av. 

No, 70. Cripple Creek, Col.-^Meets every 
Wednesday night in Banquet Hall, Masonic Tem- 
ple, Pres., J. E. Hicks, 332 May ave.; R. S., J. C. 
Hart, 131 W. Womack; F. S., J A. Reed, P. O. 684. 

No. 71, Galveston, Tex, — Meets 2d and 4th 
Fridays at Union Hall. Pres., O. lorenzo, 23d 
street, between AveN. % H O.: R. S., G. L. Mou- 
foni, Q. H; F. S., B. S. Cloise, 22 & Church. 

No. 7a, Waco, Tex. — Meets second and fourth 
Wednesday rights at Labor Hall. Pres , J. E" 
Caple, 10:8 N. 7th St.; R. S., C. F, Marrs. 1215 
Balor St.; F. S., Joseph Hodges, 1602 North jth 
street. 

No. 73, Spokane, Wash.— Meets ist and 3d 
Wedcf sdays in Eagler Hall. Prts., L.Van Iav.-egen 
P. O. Box, 60; R, S., A. E. Swab, S21 Mallon St.; 
F. S., W. A. Davis, 926 Bridge st. 

No. 74, Winona, Minn. — Pres., Sam Atmore, 
46% Dakota St.; R. S., J. P. Fromro,sio Olms'ead sL: 
F.' &., H. B. Kline, 510 Olmstead sU 
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No. 73, Grand Kapldii, Xich.— Meets tsl *nd 
id Wednesdays of each month. Pres., Vf. W. 
Wile, 351 S. Ionia it.; R. S., Joa. Newman, Jr., 
I6 Kennedy ft.; F. S., C K. Post, it Boatwick £t. 

No. 761 Tacotna, Wasb.— Pre*., Wm. Rane, 
11360 tL; SL B., W. J. Lore, 113 loth su; I'. S.. F. 
' A. Todd, 3713 So. L tt. 

No. 77; Seattle, Waah.— Meets erery irt and 
ad Saturday in A. O U. W. Hall. Pioneer n'<ig.— 
Prea., John Abutter, Fremont, Wash.; R. S., Geo. 
R. Cootey, 418 Lesoni St.; F. S., Q. E. Alexander, 
817 aad are. 

No. 78, CUcaKO, Xll.— Pres., G. W. Lebin, isjJ 
CanoU aV.; F. 8., Georse H. Fojtz, 351 W. Adams 
tt; R.'S., W. T. Tonner, 1479 W. Ohio st. 

No. 79, Syracnoe, N. T.— Pres., Daniel Cam- 
brid^re, 110 Madison St.; R. S., Ed«r. Gyatt, I Crouse 
Blk ; F. s., Cbas. Brand, 410 Sbomward st. 

No. SOi Norfolk, Ta.^Pres., C. W. Breedlove, 
38 Falkland St., Norfolk, Va.; P. S. Hitt, sio K. 
Marshall av.; F. S., C. U. Soosh, 161 Boewer st. 

No. SXi Sentatoa, Fa.— Meets erery Monday 
nieht in Casseese's Hall, Lackawanna av. Pres. 
John D. Smith, 74oAdamsave3 F. S.. ChasH. Boyd, 
731 Madison av..; R. S., G. Wrln Mitteer, 701 Web- 
stet aVe;, Diiaraore. 

Kc. Sail BfaiElMUntOO, N-.Y.— Pres., G. Milks; 
R»'S.-,1%lgpi51s; F. S., P. W. Kipiucr, 32 Thorp st. 

No^ 831' ]^iwa«kee, /Wis.— Pres.' George R. 
Wren, and ari;' R. S., H. P. Moss, 173 Huron St.; 
P. 6., 6. bawrence, 49: Jefferson st. 

No. 84, Atlanta, Qa.— Meets every Thursday 
ygo p. m.,at 14 !^ N. Forsyth St. Pres., O. A. I>ona- 
noo, 187 E. Gforpe av. : R. S., A. S. Spaat, Jones- 
1x3 ro, Ga.; P. S., B. P. Haines, 11 Plum st. 

No. 83, Angrttsta, Ga.— Pres., B. Mitchell, 1249 
TeUalr st.i R. S., T. I,. Dysurd; F. S., T. B. Cooper. 

No. 86, Hocheater, N. Y.— Meets every Tues- 
day ftvening in Beehive Bldg^., Aqueduct St. on first 
Soor. Prea, F. Fotristal, 14 Jones st; R. S., F. W. 
Graliam, 45 l^nwn St.; P. S., A. I.. Denniston, 14 
Baldwin St. 

No. 87, Ne-wart, N. J.— Pres. R. M. Reed, j68 
Mulber.-y; R. S., C. A. Ebnore, 168 Mulberry; F. S., 
J, Enyder,- 168 Mnllwrry. 

No. 88, Savatmali, Oa.— Fres , K. J. McDon- 
ald, 109 E- McDonough St.; P. S., W. R. Bartley,405 
Parry st. west 

No. 89,itlcros, O.— Meets in Carpenters' Ball, 
S. Rowarc «t. rrei.,J.A.Town5end,S3i W.Exchange 
St.; R. S.. M. V/. Jenning, 310N. Maple St.; F. S., C. 
E. Miller, 307 K. Mill st. 

No. 90, New Haven, Ct.— Pres., F. J. Horan, 
247 Ixjmbard st; F. S., L. Fairchild. 36 Townsend 
av.; R. 6., H. M. Arnold, 105 liberty st. 

No. 91, Sasica, Pa.— Pres., C. J. Kemmerer, 
Eftston, Pa.-, R. S. and P. S., Patrick Lee, 63S Wal- 
nut street. 

No. 9a, Charleeton, S. C— S. L. Welch, 18 
Pinky St.; R. S., A. H. Foreman, 405 King St.; F.S., 
J. H. Mays, 20 Lime st. 

No. 93, Ottawa, Ont.— Pres., S. Amsnd; P. S., 
Joseph DelUle, 99 Elgin st 

No. 94, Holyoke, Uass.- Pres. A. W. Nicoll, 
r., New Sneland Tel. Co.; P. S., R. P. Dixon, New 
"nglaod TeT.<:o. 

No. 95, TopHii, Mo.— Meets every Tuesday eve- 
ning in Old Elkes Hall, id street cor. Main. Pres., 
R. B. Burke, Joplin, Mo.; R. S., F. D. Horton, Lock 
Box 007, Joplin, Mo. ; F, S., C. L. Fox, Lock Box 907. 
Joplln, Mo. 

No. 96, Worcester, Uass.— Meets every Mon- 
day evening in room 23, Day 3lCg. Pres., S. A. 
Stroul. 130 Austin st; SeCy,-W. D. Patterson, Wil- 
cox Building. 

Ho. 97, Bradford, Pa.— F. S., L. E. Graves, P. 
O. Box 1536. 

Nc. 98, 1'hiiadelphia Fa., Inside Wiremen. 
—Meets every Tuesday evening in Odd Fellows 
Temple, Hat; C. 6lh floor. Pres., L. F. Spence, 
1538 Manlou St.; K. S.. "W. A. J. Gnscott, 1018 Ari- 
zona St.; R. S., C. W. Elliott, 2310 Van Pelt st. 

No. 90, Providence, R. I — Pres., J. Moneto, 
93 Lafayette st; P. S., A. P. Barry, lE Wheaton st 

No. zoo, Mobile, Ala.— Pres., R. B. Allen, 70b 
S. Brwtd St.; R. S., Felix Malonoon, 304 Palmetto 
st; P. S., George W. Hordncy, toS St. Francis st. 

No. loi, Brccktoa, Mass.— Pres., J. W. Pushee 
44 Joslyn Court; F. S., C. A. Wilbur, 152 School st. 

No. los, Patersou, N. J.— Meets ist and 3d 
Tuesday in Lonmfixers' Hall, Market and Church 
sts. Pres., D J. Pfaalon, la Ramapo av.; K, S., Jos- 
eph Maber, 34S Grand St.; P. S., E. A. Browne, i£ 
Jacksou St. 

No. 103, Bo-ston, Mass., Inside Wiremen.— 
Pres., L. V. K. Kimball, ji Arcadia St., Dorchester, 
Mas.v; F. S., W. Woudward. 10 Church St.; R. S., J. . 
J. McLaugbliL, 213 Manerick st E. Boston. 

No. ro4, Boston.— Pres., M. Birainghata, 44 
Winship St., Brighton, Mass.; F. S., R. H. Brad- 
fiird, 50 W. Lenox st; R. S., John B. Jeffeis, 27 
McLean st. J . / 
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Get vour dearer to buy these goods— h«!)l do it for the asking and you'll help the UNION oause— or 
wi^'^nd you tape measure, sample? and self-measurement blank, and sell you direct, prepay- 
.in£aU charges. 

Hamilton Garhartt & Company, Detroit, Michigan, 

- The firm that is making UNION M.^DE Clothing popular. 
FSBIS-; Onr Ulnatrated time book, if you mention this-Joumal. 



No. 10s, Hamilton, Ont.— Pres.. J . R.Mitchell; 
P. S., B. Bristol, 79 Wellington st North. 

No. 106', Jamestown, N. Y.— Pres., F. L. \eese; 
R. S., J. W. Wooburn, Lakewood, N. ^1.; F. S., A.G. 
Earwiu. ' 

No. 107, Irouisylllc, Ky.— Pres., C. Deibel, 418 
15th st; R. S., Ed. CoalsiSn; P. S.r Wm. H. Smith, 
813 Jackson st. 

No. log, Rock Island, lU. 



ELECTRICAL WORKERS 

K«tnd In Tent* OrdaM far 




EMBLEMATIC 
BUTTONS 

- A I.a.rge Supply on hand. 

Solid Gold, $z each. Rolled Gold, sec. each. 

K. W. SHERMAN, J3i POT?ers Block, 
Rochester, Jf. Y. 
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Eubsc:lbers \ 
and ara there- ^ 
iDaklu,ir a spe- % 
clal trial rate, {or a • 
limited time, wbicii you \ 
can find out aboat -by writ- \ 
us. If Interested la 
electTlctty seed for free s-'vinpte 
of the' 
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■When you see the sample yeull vant 
it every week. We can Cil ciuers 
for any electrical book pub- / , 
\ lislusc, on receipt oi price. / 
\ Send for catalog. / 
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